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CH &@ P; 1 

Of the equipment of the ſquadron— their ſailing from Spithead, and 
arrival in the harbour of Corke—with the misfortunes and delays 
they met with there. 5 N ; 


5 


Dear S1R, 1 | 
a T is now with great impatience, that we wait at 
7p, Spithead for a fair wind, to waft us to thoſe ſultry 
G I IF regions, where the pride of France is onee 'more 
SRg deſtin'd to endure the additional warmth of Britiſh 


N P thunder. And altho' I have of late been averſe to 
| > going any more abroad, I now follow fortune with 
_cheerfulneſs wherever ſhe leads, and, however unþecoming a Chri- 
tian to confeſs it, am fo warm'd ſince the death of our poor friend 

& 5 1 3 : 5 at 


at Cherburg *, that I rejoice in going upon immediate action; and 
could be happy, if I were a ſoldier, with his ſkill, to revenge his 
death ! But alas, my peaceful robes, entangle my arms; having no- 
thing left me but Cato's comfort Thanks to the Gods, my boy has 
done his duty ! 5 NV | 
I have however, altho' by my profeſſion denied reſentment, one 

method of revenge in ſtore, which I hope no Britiſh Chriſtian will 
condemn.——Tho' I have a tender fellow- feeling for many families, 
who muſt at this time groan in moſt lamentable diſtreſs, thro' all 
France; and who are truly worthy the pity of a ſupreme and im- 
partial Almighty; yet I ſhall pray for the confuſion of their politics, 
from the very bottom of my heart ; and that-our Miniſtry may never 
ſheath the ſword, until an enemy ſo treacherous are on their bended 
knees. | 

I wiſh, indeed, I may not carry my prayers too far; and that they 
may not become thoſe of the unfaithful, which do not prevail. We 
have as yet been ſomewhat unlucky. The Torbay, on board of 
which our commodore, the honourable Auguſtus Keppel, is to hoiſt 
| his pendant, was hardly prepared for ſea, when by an unlucky ac- 
_ cident in her magazine ſhe-partly blew-up.—Scarcely was the refit- 
ted, when in a violent guſt of wind, ſhe, with a ninety-gun ſhip, 
broke their moorings, and were drove a-ſhore. Theſe Difficulties 
were ſoon ſurmounted, On the ſixteenth of October, the wind 
E. 5 N. the Litchfield, and Roman Emperor failed for Ireland, with 
the tranſports, to take on board ſeven hundred Soldiers; and on the 
nineteenth, the. wind at E. S. E. at fix o'clock in the morning, the 
whole ſquadron followed, and arrived in the harbour of Corke on 
the twenty- ſecond in the evening, when Mr. Keppel firſt hoiſted his 
broad pendant. 9 : | 

We had an excellent paſſage ; and hardly any thing worth re- 
mark, unleſs that of our falling in with a Dutch veſſel who made 
us a fignal, by a weft in her enſign, that ſhe wanted to ſpeak 
with us. Tis obſervable, that the people of that republic, ſeldom _ 


* 


6 


* Our author's brother, captain William Lindſay, brigade- major, and cap- 
tain of a troop in, lord Ancram's dragoons : who fell a ſacrifice to bravery in a 
deſperate attempt ; {6 prove the uſefulneſs of thoſe light troops, he himſelf had the 
honour'to introduce into the Britiſh: ſervice. © 
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chooſe to ſtop a moment, or loſe an inch of their courſe for any 
body. — That he wanted to ſpeak with us is certain; — had he 
been in diſtreſs himſelf, he would have fired guns, and certainly 
have followed us: but by his making the fignal, and keeping in his 
own courſe, he muſt have had ſome information to have given us, 
with reſpect to ourſelves : ſome brother in diſtreſs: perhaps ſome 
enemy at hand, too ſtrong to encounter ; or in our power to de- 
ſtroy. Yet, ſtrange indifference! none in the ſquadron ſhew'd 
the ſmalleſt deſire to hear what he had to ſay “. In a few days 
after (in Corke harbour) we learn'd that a French ſquadron had taken 
one of our frigates, and were in ſuch diſtreſs themſelves, that they 
funk the ſhip and ſet the crew a-ſhore on the Iriſh coaſt : how far 
this is true, I know not ; but we are ſince inform'd, that they were 
actually in diſtreſs, returning from Quebec, and were met ſoon after, 
by admiral Boſcawen ; but at a time, when that Great and Brave man, 
not on account of his few ſhips, but from the badneſs of the wea- 
ther, had it not in his power to add their ſtrength to that of his 
country ! And I have ſince been inform'd, that this French fleet was 
on the day before within ſight of the iſlands of Scilly. 
On our arrival at Corke, we were not a little diſappointed in find- 
ing neither the Litchfield there, nor her convoy; but that being 
forced by ſtreſs of weather into Kinſale; two of the tranſports had 
been ſeparated, and inftead of finding captain Barton in readineſs to 
join the commodore in the offing, the troops were ſtill at quarters in 
Corke. | 
The commodore's preſence, however, ripen'd matters ſoon ; and 
on the twenty-fifth by break of day, the wind at N. N. W. the 


ſignal was made to unmoor ; but ſhifting to the S. W. prevented our 


failing. However, the next morning, the winds changing about to 


the N. E. the ſignal to unmoor was again repeated at four o'clock in 


the morning—at ſeven we weighed and got under fail, —and at 


noon, the old head of Kinſale bearing W. 6 8. was diſtant about 


two leagues. About which time, Mr. Keppel, by hoiſting a Spa- 
niſh enfign on the mizen-top-maſt-head was ſoon after join'd by 


1 


Our author ſeems willing to favour his own captain as much as poſſible : for we 
ea N Fougueux was the only ſhip which had it in her power to ſpeak with 
V . | . 
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the Litchfield: (I think about two o'clock), and three more of the 
ſquadron : but the uſual deliberation. of merchant-veſſels, let the 
. wind ſhift to the 8. S. E. whereby it became impoſlible for the 
whole to get out of the harbour for that day: ſo. that the commo- 
dore, about three o'clock, was oblig'd to fire guns as ſignals for 
pilots; with whom, being all ſupplied, we return'd about four 
o'clock towards Corke, the Litchfield and tranſports excepted, who 
retired to Kinſale ;—when happy had it been for us in the Fou- 
gueux, had we dropt an anchor any-whete; or even had we put out 
to ſea ; altho' we had been obliged afterwards, to have lain-to ihe | 
reſt of the night ! * 
The winds were freſh, and fair; the ſeas 1 our {1 hips | 
clean; and the Naſſau and Fougueux, ſeem'd emulous which. 4 
_ gain the port firſt.— The Fougueux had been a great. 
a- lern of the Naſſau: ſhe failed well; and ſoon got a- 
breaſt of her. The Naſſau, though the ſmaller ſhip, was com- 
+ manded by a ſenior officer; which gave them a title to jockey, 
$B and be poſitive: on the occaſion : and having no ſignal to the con- 
H trary at that time, nor being under any obligation to thorten fail, or 
| to bear away, on the contrary rather bore up. The Fougueux again 
{ truſting to her heels, in paſſing the other, being now in the mouth 
Fi of the harbour, bore cloſe upon her: and going with a velocity of 
[ 1; eight miles an hour, we 1 aner ſtole upon each other; until: - 
_ - even the natural attraction that one body has unto another, began to 
wa | have effect. In this ſituation, I believe the officers of both ſhips. 
q were not a little uneaſy : I believe, I may venture to ſay, confus'd. 
— ho was in the fault, is not mine to ſay: — whether they were 
not both; or might be neither. However, by ſome miſtake * of 
EY: their balm, we ſay; and of outs, they ſay ; the two ſhips ran foul 
1 of each other: - the Naſſau's ſtarboard bow, on the Fougueux's 
17 larboard Quarter. By which, with his bowſprit and ſpritſail-yard, 
. he ſnapt ſhort our enſign-ſtaff ; almoſt carried away our mizen-maſt; 
Fx tore into pieces our quarter-gallery; ſprang one of our riders; 
0 bruis d to the ſtumps, her own cat- head; damag d ſeveral of her 
head- knees, and timbers; tearing her head in ſuch a manner, that 
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it is now on board the Arc en Ciel, to be carried home: and had 
we not been more than ordinarily briſk, in clewing up our fails, and 
dropping an anchor, we muſt. both have infallibly been driven 
a- ſhore. But thus dropping an anchor, the Naſſau back'd a- ſtern, 
got clear of us, and ſafely into harbour. While we, alas, were re- 
e to undergo a few more hardſhips, in a night of uncommon. 
arkneſs, with winds increaſing! FEE | 4 
Being in a dangerous ſituation ; nor daring to lay there, till the 
light of a new day, we ſet our ſails and hove up our anchor, intend- 
ing for the harbour; but lying too near the Turbut-bank, and un- 
able to caſt clear of it, we. were again oblig'd to let go the anchor. 
Sounding; we found fix fathoms water, and could veer: to a cable's 
length; but then not farther than forty fathoms from very awful 
and dangerous breakers ! It was now dark; no gleam of moon- 
ine to enliven; no light reflected, but from thoſe dreadful broken 
ſurges; winds ſtorming; ſeas riſing, and roaring over the threat- 
ning rocks: and to add to our comfortleſs condition, no room to 
cut our cable, ſhould we be forc'd to venture all, and fly from the 
laſt ſtroke. In this ſituation we let down a boat into the ſea, which: 
return'd to us with ſome gleams of comfort, finding by the lead five: 
fathoms cloſe upon the rocks. | LEP 

At midnight the winds blew ſo ſtrong, that we were oblig'd to 
lower the main and mizen=-yards, to ſtrike the main-top- maſt, : and to 
let go the beſt bower anchor under foot. At two in the morning, it 
began to rain or rather to pour down whole floods of water; but 
inſtead of abating the fury of the winds, it rather added to the 
weight, ſo that we became oblig d, to heave: ſhort upon the beſt: 
bower; and clapping a plate in the bawſe, we then rode till five, 
at which time the ſhip: thwarting with the windward tide, ſhe: 
ſtruck above thirty times, altho' in five fathoms water. 

1 now began, I will confeſs to you; to think of bidding an eternal: 
adieu to my. friendſhips below; when my next care 'was,* what 
papers I might poſſibly ſave of value; ſhould God in his-all-wiſe 
providence be pleas d to caſt me on ſhore with life. But this 
Was a thought ſoon left me: a little reflection ſhewing, that having 
the whole depth of the ſhip. cloſe upon the rocks, if I kept by the 
ſhip,: ſhe could not keep by me; and ſhould I truſt to my fwim-- 10 þ 
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ing, the ſirength of a thouſand arms would be daſh'd to pieces in a 


moment | 
The ſeamen were mean time, doing ſomewhat, while any little 


Could be thought of. They hove up the beſt bower anchor; ſet 
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the foreſail and fore- ſtayſail, and cut the ſmall bower cable, in 


hopes to run from the danger. But alas, now under ſail; having 


caſt towards the eaſtern ſhore, within Roches Tower; and ſo near 
it, that another Minute would have landed us on the banks of 
eternity; to our utter confuſion, the ſhip would not ſteer: and we 


ſoon learn d that her weight in ſtriking on the hard bottom, had 


broke the tiller, ſhort off, in the rudder- head | 
In this freſh. diftreſs captain Knight, unuſually cool thro' the 
whole, inſtantly brought her up with the beſt bower anchor, and 


-rode with a cable ; — when, the winds ſtill continuing cruel and 


hard-hearted, not daring to veer out any more cable, -we next 
lower'd the fore-yard, handed the foreſail, and ſet the carpenters to 
work, to fit another tiller in the rudder-head ; hoping we might be 
able to comfort ourſelves, with at leaſt the ſafety of our lives. But 
alas, providence ſeem'd to frown upon all our endeavours ! At eight 
in the morning, the winds diminiſhing nothing in their fury, and 
the ſea yawning deep and dreadful, altho' the ſhip drew not more 
than twenty-two feet water, ſhe ſtruck again in fix fathom ; and 
on ſuch rocky ground, that great quantities of her ſheathing-boards 
floated on the water, and, as is ſuſpected, part of her rudder's bottom! 
In this freſh ſurprize, we again hoiſted up the fore-yard ; clap'd a 
new eight inch hawſer for a ſpring upon the beſt bower cable, and 
caſting her with the foreſail, fore-ſtayſail, and ſpritſail, we cut 
away the beſt bower cable and hawſer, and happily, more owing 
at laſt to the kindneſs of providence, than to all the endeavours of 
man, we got clear of the Turbut-bank, and ſafely into the harbour, 


about nine o'clock : when we came to with the ſheet anchor, in 


nine fathom water; vecr'd to a cable; and bending the beſt bower 
to the ſpare anchor, at noon; veering away, we moor'd her in the 
beſt manner we then could, in eight fathom. For being glad to 


fetch any part of the harbour, we lay ſtill open to the mouth of the 


port; and to all the ſwell of the ſeas, and rage of the winds ;—ſo 
that not being able to heave a-head, we bitted the ſheet cable to- 
thirds out, —and hop'd for fairer weather 
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Short-ſighted, preſumptuous, ungrateful mortals ! Although, as 
the poet ſings, | | 


. Linquenda tellus, et domus, et placens 
Vor: neque harum, quas colis, arborum 
Te, preter inviſas cupreſſos, 


Ma brevem dominum ſequetur 


Vet but the other day, I endeavour'd to cover my complaints on 
the ſeverity of providence, under the cloak of an enemy! I will 
confeſs, I thought the death of ſo valuable a relation hard. But to- 
day, inſtead of a puniſhment adequate to the preſumption, the 
thunderbolt is laid afide, and a preſent is made me of my life! I am 
ſorry for my fault, —and begin to learn a Chriſtian's prayers, ſhould be 
for peace. I have now indeed greater reaſon than ever, to wiſh peace 
to us all, and a happy meeting at home. Scenes, like the paſt, 
are not deſireable; tho methinks while the war continues, even with 
me, twill look bad; to draw back. I have ſome hopes, however, 
of never meeting with ſuch-/ another.—My' captain, Who has been 
almoſt. conſtantly afloat for theſe thirty years and upwards, confeſſes 
never to have been in half the danger of that night: and that it was 
the kind interpoſition of providence alone, when all human art was 
baffled, that we are now in ſafety. And what is very remarkable; 
without the loſs of a life, limb, or any other misfortune to our 
crew, a few falls or bruiſes only excepted ! And 'twas well indeed 
providence made bare his arm in our behalf: as it was impoſſible for 
us to have receiv'd any aſſiſtance from the reſt of our ſquadron. In 
the evening before, the commodore, anxious for our ſafety, while it 
was yet moderate, did what he could, and fent his own pilot on 
board of us; with an account, that he himſelf had ſtruck upon a 
rock, receiving ſome damage in | his: ſheathing and falſe keel, and 
beſeech'd us to keep clear of that danger. But when we came ko 


extremities, our making ſignals of diſtreſs would only have made dur 


friends the more unhappy! © tw #48 

During the remainder of the day, and ſucceeding night, we were 
| obliged to lie in this deplorable fituation. The winds blowing ſtill 
very hard ;. with no poiſibility as yet of affiſtance, hut in hopes from 
the mercy above; all our friends now in ſight; and had we been 
| | driven 
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n bythe yiglence of the winds, we bad not one anchor more 


Left us, to have let go in our relief! it? 1505 

On the twenty-eighth, towards noon, the ſtorm abated; 8 be 
coming more moderate, in the afternoon, we. renew'd our efforts; 
and by heavipg in our-ſheet cable, and veering the beſt bower, we 


made a conſiderable amendment on our moorings; — Dog's Noſe 
bearing 8. S. E. and the mouth of Croſs Haven river about 


WS. W. 

On ſunday the twenty-ninth, the weather became more moderate, 
mix'd with rain. When our old pilot, a man who had been much 
oblig'd to captain Knight on former occaſions, came from the ſhore 
to our aſſiſtance; when to our comfort we learn'd that we lay not a 
cable's length from a ſhoal, running from the ſouth fide of Spike 
iſland, I. ſay to our comfort; for, happily ſon us, we have theſe 
two days been ignorant of our danger! We immediately weigh'd 
the beſt; bower, and, veering away the other, drop'd him farther to 
the northward; thereby clearing ourſelves a little from the ſhoal, 


and at the ſame time ſhutting a little more the openneſs of the bar 


bour's mouth. And on the « day following, the commodore order- 
ed captain Sayer to ſpare. us one of his anchors : and ſoon after 
we. receiv'd from Kinſale, another anchor and cable. 

On the firſt of November, the winds had fo far ſubſided, tive 
we had ſome hopes of recovering thoſe anchors and cables, which 


ave left behind us on the twenty-ſixth of laſt month; and had fix'd 


for that purpoſe, a devit on the bow of the lighter which brought 
the anchor and cable from Kinſale: but the ſea as yet ran too high, 
to effect it. And on the ſecond, third, fourth, and fifth days (ſo 
aſſiduous was the commodore, in ſeizing all opportunities of getting 
to ſea) we had in each, ſignals to unmoor, but were as often diſ- 
appointed; having the conſtant trouble of mooring again in the 
evenings. During which time, captain Knight made daily efforts 


to recover his loſt anchors; and on the fifth in the evening the 


lighter return'd, with the beſt bower anchor, and part of the cable; 
by which we were enabled to return the Naſſau that which we 
had borrowed, 


On the lixth, baving lain the preceeding night at fingle "Hr" 


and in the . 3 it to be foul, 2 ow it 325 to look 
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at him; but were oblig'd to drop him again inſtantly, the winds 


coming from 8. to S. S. E. and S. E. fo hard and ſqually, that we 
found our ſhip (when the anchor was down again, and cable taught) 
drive to'leeward ; and being afraid of falling upon the ſhoals of the 


weſtern ſhore, we dropt the ſmall bower, and veer'd to two-thirds 


of a cable : but the winds increafing, and driving us from our an- 
chors, cloſe upon the ſhoals, where being as yet open to the fury 
of both ſeas and winds, from the harbour's mouth, maugre all our 
endeavours, we were brought at length to hang out the enſign of 
diſtreſs. Mean time, about ten o'clock, we got out two ſmall an- 
chors and hawſers ; half an hour afterwards, captain Sayer ſent us a 
ſtream anchor and cable ; and ſoon followed all the ſpare boats in 
the ſquadron to give us their aid. We got down our top-gallant 
yards and lower yards; ſtruck both top-gallant maſts, and top- 
maſts ; and having then got as little hold of the winds as poſſible, 
we began to heave from the danger; and about four o'clock, having 
got up the ſmall bower, and hove the ſhip to windward by the 
ſtream cable and hawſers, we drop'd the ſmall bower again in nine 
fathom, and veer'd to two-thirds of a cable; when Dog's Noſe 
bore 8. and Roche's tower S. 5 W. Early next morning, we 
found it neceſſary to vere away more cable ; when, by ſome un- 
fortunate accident, both cable and hawſer ran out end for end. 
Providence, however, ſtill befriended us! Tho' the bitts were ſet 


on fire by the velocity and weight of the ſtrain, we ſuffer d no other 


damage: — the clench of the ſmall bower cable itſelf, without giv- 
ing way, very wonderfully brought us up, when we let go the beſt 
bower, in ſeven fathoms ; and in the afternoon we moor'd the ſhip, 
with a cable in both ends, Roche's tower bearing S. one-half E. 
and the middle of Spike iſland N. N. W. On the eighth, being 
not as yet in a place of ſafety, early in the morning we hove ſhort 
on the ſmall bower; carried out the cadge anchor, to bring our ſhip 
to the Eaſtward ; and veering out the ſmall bower again, we hove 
her over, mooring at laſt in a pretty good birth, Dog's Noſe bear- 
ing S. 5 W. and the middle of Spike iſland N. W. in eleven fathom 
water. On the ninth we creep'd, with the longboat, for our ſmall 
bower anchot ; which we left behind us on the twenty-ſixth of 
laſt ; which having found, we clap'd a buoy and buoy rope on him, 
waiting ſome other opportunity to weigh him. The tenth 15 A 
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day of micth and jollity ; — the birth-day of his moſt gracious Ma- 
jeſty; when, beſides our ſquadron, there being in this harbour at 
the ſame time the Arc en Ciel from Hallifax, and the Colcheſter, 
from the Eaſt-Indies, with ſeven fail of that trade, we made in 
firing a very noble appearance, and ſuch as the People of this maden 
are but little us'd to ſee. | 
On the day following, being the eleventh of November, the mid 
at N. E. & N. we at laſt got clear of this harbour, and of this coaſt. 


We got off Kinſale by four in the afternoon, where we were 


| Join'd by the Litchfield, the Roman Emperor, and eee to 


the number of = fail. As ROI: ; 
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Some refleftions of the author, on the misfortunes the fleet met with 

during their flay in Ireland; with ſome propoſals how to avaid ſuch 
accidents for the future. | „ NV a ns A 


Dur before we put out to ſea, permit me, my dear Sir, to in- 
dulge myſelf in a few obſervations. They may be thought a 
landſman's — But be it ſo —You and I are no other; and we ſhall 
ſtand corrected, when the more knowing ſhall be pleas d to differ 
from us. | . PT | aka: 
Some time ago, upon an expedition to Halifax, it was thought 
proper to embark troops from Ireland. Whether that the Roman 
catholicks of that iſland are on the decline, and not ſo much to be 
fear'd from them ; whether we were in danger of invaſions at home, 
and could not ſpare them from Britain; whether the expedition was 
not far from being to be coveted, and the greater intereſt ſtay d at 
home; or whether troops might not be wanted in England at 10 
fame time, to carry on an expedition of far greater importance; ſhall 
be left to the deciſion of the more {kill'd in politicks: certain, how- 
ever, it is, that admiral Holborne was detain'd in this harbour, for 
ſome months, by winds which almoſt conſtantly fit in one quarter, 
during the winter, from the time of the equinoctial gales; and at 
laſt was oblig'd to turn out with ſo ſcant a wind, that one of his 
ſhips ſtruck on the Turbut-bank in the mouth of the harbour; 
The conſequence of all which was, getting. there too late, and be- 
ing oblig d to return as he went, after a: great  expence. of the public 
coffer, as well as lay ing the characters of other Ways brave and, able 
officers, under the public laſh, whoſe only Falk was their not 

being able to command the weate r. 
Nor is this the only inſtance of expeditions being delayed, by put- 
ting into Corke harbour; but Iwill not multiply. Our own misfor - 
tunes there are recent. The oldeſt people here. (and. age gives ex- 
perience) expected to wiſh us the compliments. of a Chriſtmas ſea- 
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ſon : ſo little did they lay any ſtreſs upon a change. of ſoutherly 


winds: — and all this, only to take with us fix or. ſeven hu 


men; which out of 19 5 5 cl eee wire And, if. we) 
why detain an expedition of Eon- 


really did want forces in hy d 
On” ſequence, 
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ſequence, when at your leiſure you might make up thoſe detach- 
ments, by bringing over the Iriſh troops from Dublin to Parkgate, 
or from Corke to the more ſouthern Ports of England? But theſe are 
paſt ; — it remains now only to guard againſt, as much as - poſſible, 
n TL 
We have ſeen a ſhip run a- ground on the Turbut- bank; we 
have ſeen an expedition, on which the eyes of a great part of our 


country were fix d, within a moment of being ruin'd, with the loſs of 
three capital ſhips. It remains, I ſay, to guard againſt, as much as 


poſſible, misfortunes in the future: and one very obvious method, 
which is daily in our power to put in practice, is as ſhamefully 
negleted. Moſt of our draughts of Harbours, give in fact only 
general ideas; inſomuch, that not a maſter in fifty will chooſe to 
take charge of a ſhip into any of our ports, while a pilot is to be 
got: and this can proceed from nothing but a ſort. of diffidence in 
the knowledge of the place. Would we amend this? All our 
draughts are made by adding obſervations to. obſervations. Our ſhips 
are conſtantly on the ſeas, where thouſands of uſeful obſeryations 
may every year be made: Tis a field in which officers of genius, 
may have frequent opportunities of making themſelves known to 


their ſuperiors, from whom deſerved advancements muſt come; and 


yet tis ſtrange, there is not perhaps an officer in all the navy, who, 
in the compaſs of ſeveral years, will be at the trouble of tranſmit- 
ting to the Admiralty or Navy-board, the ſmalleſt new oL{ervations 
made, or old errors corrected. We never had ſo many men in 
our ſervice, capable to make juſt and accurate obſervations as now; 
but to obtain them, we muſt ſeek another ſource ——The taſk 
muſt be enjoin'd them by their admirals : it ſhould be expected of 
them; and when any ſignal obſervations ſhall appear, encouraging 
acknowledgments ſhould be made them. By this means, appear- 
ances of lands in perſpective, which in our preſent wooden views 
are moſt ridiculouſly unlike, would become more uſeful; longitudes 
more certain; and the entry into ports, with ſafety from their ſand- 


banks and ſhoals (excepting bars that ſhift), would become as cer- 
tain and obvious, as mile-ſtones on a road. This knowledge, which 


from this fource, from time to time, would be tranſmitted to the 
public, would not be confin'd to his mers to navy alone; but, for 
the general benefit of trade, would even add experience to . 
f 8 "=. 18 , - c Y ; 5 8 1 
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the nature and difficulties of their own particular harbours. Nor 
do I think it would be unworthy the notice of our commiſſioners, to 
offer particular encouragements to private pilots, in this matter. It 
might be a means of inſpiring in them a laudable ambition; 
of improving their genius; of rendering the art of pilot- 
ſhip reſpectable; and of reſcuing it out of the hands of igno- 
rant pretenders, to be improv'd into general benefit by men of 
abilities. 55 1 . . 

For a ſad example of the truth of theſe obſervations, I need 
go no farther than this port. Every fiſherman is, or pre- 
tends to be a pilot: any of them will take the charge of a king's 
ſhip, of what rate ſoever: and at the ſame time, there is not 
one of them knows ſcarcely a fathom of the ground, but by mere 
habit. They know there is a bank in the harbour's mouth; they 
know that if they keep cloſe upon the eaſtern ſhore, it is to be 
avoided ; but if in ſcanty winds, and times of diſtreſs, they can't 
command their uſual courſe, they are utterly diſconcerted ; and can 
no more tell you, where it begins on the north, how far it reaches 
to the ſouth, or its fituation and breadth from eaſt to weſt, than they 
. know of what particular ſort of fiſh are caught in the oppoſite part 
of the globe, tho' both of which they may gueſs at from report. 
And, indeed, it were to be wonder'd at if they did. They are very 

little us'd to ſounding of rivers; or, by proper land-marks and an- 
gles, fixing either the ſhape or depth of a channel ; and there is 
not, at preſent extant, one chart of that harbour that can in any 
juſt manner be of ſervice to aſſiſt them. | | 3s, 

I was myſelf, about a twelve-month ago, in this port: and being 
induced (by the accident which had a little before befallen one of 
the ſhips under the command of admiral Holborne) to make a few 
looſe obſervations upon the harbour ; on which I perceiv'd, by the 
eye alone, that all the charts of this port, had been laid down by 
the antient rule of thumb, and even in that way itſelf, finiſh'd in a 
very bungling manner. Prompted, from theſe defects, to make 
more accurate obſervations, I had the favour of a chart of it publiſh'd 
at Dublin, from the right honourable the earl of Inchiquin, thought 
by that nobleman to be the beſt he had ſeen, as a ſort of help to me; 

but was, in reality, very little. I labour d a good deal upon it; and, 
for the greater exactneſs, took the principal angles, with Hadley's 

„„ Pits 5 _ _ quadrant 
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quidrant- 20 Welk tas the theqdolite; and vrhere they! differ d, took 
the mediumngerrBut: I tad not been in the harbour ſix weeks, | before 
viy ſhip return d to England; when I left the draught unfinifh'd; 
uc this preſent. occaſion, I rene wid my remarks as far as I could; 
ſome of them in the moſt dangerous circumflances,” and at a time 
when life and death were at a ſtruggle: but have not been able, as 
yet, ta finjſh; the whole ;—fuch' as: it is, -however; and as my 
labour and little experience have delineated it, I have ſent you 
(PLATE: i.) with my -liberty to difpaſe of it as you pleaſe, if 
poſſibly it may be of public - benefit: and this uſe in particular I 
think might be made of it. A harbour of great conſequence 
to Britain, in which its ſeveral draughis differ two or three points of 
the compaſe; ſeveral miles in the circumference; twenty, thirty, 
forty, and in ſome places fifty feet in the depth of water; and the 
whole form extreamly diſtorted; and unnatural, may, by this infor- 
1 mation, induce thoſe whom it may more nearly concern, to con- 
14 tinue the amendments; and; ſerve as a hint, that à draught till 
n merę cotrect, and at a trifling expence, might be eaſily pro- 
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- There is, another method, for the farther preſervation of his majeſty's ſhips, 
which our author, if he had diveſted himſelf intirely of partiality, might alſo have 
propoſed; and which, as we can have no perſonal intereſt in view, thoſe whom it 
| jay concern, will the more eaſily forgive the following freedom. 
1 We are told, there are many captains in the ſervice, 1 5 from a ſecond- nature, 
1 | can never get rid of acting the parts of inferior officers ; having, perhaps, ſerv'd a 
„ long. while in the quality of a midſhipman or mate; and longer fill in that, 
Tk - of a lieutenant. Some there are, who have contracted a fondneſs bellbwing- their 
_ commands to their people, which, they think, is like a ſeaman :——— others are ſo; 


15 ridiculouſſy opinionated, they imagine nothing can be well done, they do not them- 
| "HP ſelves : —— there are others again, who 'are perpetually on deck, bein = a 
Wo loſs for any other way to diſpoſe of their times; and are, in all theſe ſeveral cafes,” 
B | ali 2 ore, to do man ance vgs hier eons ws cont on 
| ignity of a Britiſh commander, Not that we are of opinion, that à captain has, M 
wt, 5 dannen with the doe bf Khao ee afio 5 e 1 90 = 
_ a num mobile; of all; — but only that he ſhould act in the general, without deſcending i 
5 to; particulars, which ate the duties of thoſe: officers appointed to be his aſſiſtants. FE |) 
There are captains, whom we haue heard of, like the cuekow in Iune, ſeldom ſeen; 
1 but when ſeen, admir'd : they knew every thing: order d every thing; interfering. in? | 
ALF - no officers particular duties, Bonn their cabbins were ſent their dr ers in ſtate and re- | 
>: gulatity/to all: once à day they took an airing upon the ꝗuarter- deck; and if, upon | 
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oy the difficulties through which the- ſquadron labour d, after their 


' departure from Ireland to their arrival at Santa Cruz road in the 
and of Tenni. 40 . let jon 2 | 


Dur leaving digreſſion, permit me to proceed with you in our 

voyage ; in which, on the ſeventeenth, at four in the morn- 
ing, in thick hazy weather with rain, we loſt fight of all the 
ſquadron : but at ſeven, hearing a gun in the N. W. the wind at the 
ſame time ſhifting from S. E. 5 8. to W. N. W. and rightly judging 
it to be a ſignal on board the commodore, we wore ſhip; and tho, 
for ſome time after, we could ſee but two of our men of war; yet, 
at noon, we ſaw two more; at three in the afternoon, another; and 


at ten, clearing up, we join d the commodore and ſquadron, with 


out any accident happening, but the ſeparation of one of our bombs, 
whom we nevertheleſs were in hopes was well. Next day, at noon, 


we were join d by his majefty's ſhips the Pallas and Saltaſh, in the 
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particular occaſions, or emergencies, they found it neceſſary to give the word of com- 
mand, the captain's voice would enliven the very deadeſt of the; crew. There are 
others, we have heard of, who are perpetually on their quarter-decks; and tho? the 
ſervice, in this reſpect, is very much mended ; yet there are many, at this day, who 
will ſtoop to do even the duty of a boatſwain: there are thoſe, who will find fault 
where there is none; and, merely to appear of conſequence, will do, undo, teaze, 
puzzle, and harraſs a whole ſhip's company; while ſome jealous of being thought 


nobody, will take pleaſure in being 'openly troubleſome to every body; and in caſes 


of extremity, the diſcontented crews hang heavily in their duties, and will do twice 


as much for the youngeſt officers on board, as they will for them;———Sonduſtriouſly 


do men ſometimes go about to render themſelves little! And in the | preſent caſe in 
hand, albeit our author ſeems to ſoften the matter, and is unwilling to ſay the miſ- 


conduct was the faults of either captains : — yet from the whole, we may not 


unjuſtly ſuſpect, that had the command of the Fougueux and Naſſau, devoly'd from 
their reſpective captains, to their pilots, as they ought, whether a, great. deal of the 


misfortunes, they then underwent, might not have been avoided? 75 it is well 


known, even to landſmen, by public report, that many captains of the laſt ſort, even 


„ 1 


much of the command from them: and, in their uſual bluſtering manner, before ig- 
norant men, will, by throwing them into canfuhon, rob them of their ſeuſes, and 
confound the little command they leave them. An amendment in this, we preſume, 


may alſo be of ſervice to the navy in ſtrange ports. 


OT OS "# OY 
KEE. # ge 
7 \ 8 5 


= orie former 


* 
5 * * . : 
3» * 
— „ 
r 3 — 


7 
p If 
— 8 
. 

75 
* 
* 

* 

1. 


26. A WONA OE TO THE 


former of whom commodore Keppel acquainted the ſquadron, we 
ſhould have an opportunity of ſending home letters to our friends, 
in a few days. On ſunday, the nineteenth, the winds began to blow 
freſh at W. N. W. ſo that a fignal was made for the Prince Edward 
to take one of the tranſports in tow, who was not able to follow us 
through the ſeas; and in a night following of dirty ſqually weather, 
of great lightning and thunder,—in which commodore Keppel had 
one of his people ſtruck dead under the half-deck, and by the ſame 
vein of lightning had his main-topmaſt ſplit into pieces, — the ſea 
from the N. W. roſe into heaps of ſuch heighth, that we cloſe- 
reef d our fore-topſails, handed our main-topſail, got down the top- 
_ gallant yards and maſts, clued up the foreſail, and, ſtill the more to 
eaſe our ſhip, lower'd down the mizen-yard, -and look'd for better 
weather: but on the twenty-firſt, in the morning, finding 'two of 
our fleet miſſing, and ſtill no appearance of the winds or ſeas 
abating, the commodore made the ſignal for the Pallas to take her 
leave, without being able to ſend any packet or letters on board her. 
On the twenty- third, the two ſhips miſſing return'd to the fleet; 
having loſt company by the boiſterouſneſs of the weather, and the 
great ſwell which had conſtantly attended us ſince our leaving Corke, 
from the N. N. W. and W. On the twenty- ſeventh, the winds roſe 
high, and blew hard from another quarter, viz. the S. S. W. which 
tho' it moderated a little on the twenty-eighth in the morning, about 
noon it freſhen'd again; and about nine at night, growing ſqually 
and inconſtant, we handed the main-topſail, and haul'd up the 
main-ſail, expecting a night of terror and danger! At one o'clock in 
the morning, the twenty-ninth, we ſet our main-ſail ; but was glad 
by two to haul it up again, the ſqualls coming upon us with light- 
ning and thunder to a degree terrible! And at ſeven in the morning, 
we were ſurpriz'd with the fight of land, cloſe under our lee, from 
E. 6 S. to $.6 E. and ſome of our ſhips ſo near, that they ſeem'd 
to be a-ſhore. Twas a doubt with ſome of our officers, if what 
we ſaw was land; but ſeeing other ſhips wearing from the danger, 
the moſt prudent method was to follow example ; being now re- 
duced to five fail, and uncertain if all the others, e er this time, 
were not ſunk to the bottom, or wreck'd on the ſhore, At nine 
ve reef d our mainſail, and, ſteering from the danger, about noon 
we got tolerably clear from the land, About this time 7 
| 2 „ 9 


Sayer, in the Naſſau, having been cloſe upon the ſhore, and PA 


one of our ſhips wreck'd ; which he, at the ſame time, was per- 


ſwaded was the commodore: in the Torbay ; being the next in 


command, open'd Mr. Keppel's letter of rendezvouz, and made a 
ſignal. for the remainder of the ſquadron to come under his ſtern, 
Mean time the commodore being in ſafety, and conſiderably to the 
leeward, made the ſame ſignal, to wit, to bear down to him; and 
as two of our ſhips, were at a diſtance too far to diſcern it, of which 
the Naſſau was one, the Fougueux repeated it; and at two, reef- 
ing our mizen-ſail, which had before been ballanced, at three we 
were oblig'd to haul up our fore-ſail, and lye too under the reef'd 
. | + 5 | . 

Never, in the memory of the oldeſt of our ſeamen, was ſuch a 
continued tempeſt ſeen! Sometimes it was ſo dark, twas with diffi- 
culty we could diſcern each other on the deck :—preſently, in the 

midſt of a dreadful guſt of wind, the heavens would break out into 
ſuch flames of ſulphur, . that, while the ſea turned ſometimes 
to a green, ſometimes to a blue, and at others to a pure white, the 
whole face of the ſky was in ſuch a blaze, that it was with difficul- 
ty we recover'd our fight for a ſeaſon! From a ſcene of this ſort, 
the next minute would enſue ſo profound a calm, that the fails beat 
againſt the maſts, by the motion of the ſhip only; and in two or 
three minutes following, from a ſudden ſquall to a mere hurri- 
cane, roaring in ſuch a manner, tbat being oblig'd to eaſe off 
the foreſheet (while there were yet four turns on the hold), it was 
torn out with a force ſo violent, that the adjacent timbers were ſet 
on fire! But what is, perhaps, an accident the moſt ſtrange that 
has ever befallen mariners, ſince failing has been brought to the 
preſent degree of perfection, ſtill remains.—By our reckonings we 
were no leſs than an hundred and twenty leagues diſtant from the 
main land ; in the latitude of Porto Santo, altho' many leagues from 
that too; bound to the iſland of Teneriff; and 'yet in a dreadful 
tempeſt were drove upon the coaſt of Morocco, when half an hour's 
longer darkneſs, nay, a few minutes more, would in all likelihood 
have given the whole of our ſquadron a grave in the deep, or chains 
amongſt the barbarians ! It was indeed ſo mortify ing a ſtroke to the 
whole art of navigation, that had we not been too near to be de- 
ceivd; nay, had we not left many of our countrymen, in moſt 
D . me- 
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melefichbly citeuinſtanees behind iis; the accident would Have look'd 
too ridiculous to have been'ever credited. —And' in this, is ſeen the 
greateſt inſtance of the weak ſhort- ſiglitedneſs of the art of man, as 
well as the remarkable goodneſs of a mereiful all-diſpoſer ! whoſe 
hand, albeit, it ſeems to have been fet againſt us from our firſt pre- 

arations, nad been ſtill merciful in our extremities; and may, in 
he end, be N in his infmite goodrieſs to ripen his corrections to 
all out advantages! 

But our misfortunes wers dot yet over! one of our number, a 
bomb-ketch, had been feparated from us, almoſt from our leavin; 
the harbour of Cotke. The Litchfield, captain Barton, we ha 
left behind us on the coaſt of Barbary, laying over on one ſide to 
the ſhore; with all her maſts gone by the board; the Somerſet 
tranſport ſtruck a little a-head of the Torbay, and before that 
ſhip could wear clear of the danger, the ſeas were ſeen to 
break over the tranſport as high as her main- top: one of the 
bomb=tenders had alſo ſhar'd the ſame fate. About five in 
the evening we perceiv'd, at a diſtance, another of our men of 
war hang out a ſignal of diſtreſs : and at ſeven we heard another 
of our ſhips fire two guns, who coming nearer us, about eight 
firing a third, and ſhewing lights, we found it was the other bomb 
in diſtreſs; and which, by her burning many falſe fires, and lan- 
thorns in great haſte paffing too and fro on her deck, we had rea- 
ſon to believe was great. In half an hour after, falling down upon 
us, ſhe hail'd us; but the winds were too loud to ſuffer any ſounds 
to be heard diſtinctly. We gueſs d, however, that ſhe wanted we 
ſhould ſtay, and protect her; but it being, at that time, impoſſible for 
us to fave a ſingle ſoul, had the veſſel been ſinking, and, in fo ſtrong 
a gale, with ſeas towering to an immenſe height, as it would in all 
probability have ſprung our own maſts, which we fear'd was the 
caſe of the bomb, we committed her to the care of an abler de- 
liverer, not daring to bring too and lay by her! We therefore 
anſwered her fignals of diſtreſs, by making a ſignal to the commo- 
dore of ſpeaking with him, and ſo continued or endeavour'd to con- 
tinue our courfe ;—but providence, contrary to our inclination, 
made us befriend the diſtreſſed ; the winds being ſuch, we had it 
not in our power to deſert her, and in the middle watch, ſhe 
made us eaſier concerning her ſituation: — coming near enough to be 


heard, 
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heard, ſhe told us ſhe had been fill d with ſeas, and had enough to 
do to keep her above water; ſhe wanted no help, but hop'd we 
would be kind enough not to run from her. About five. in the 
morning, the rain ceas'd; at fix the weather breaking up, we let the 
reef out of the mainſail; and at ſeven and after, we got up our top- 
gallant maſts and yards, receiving, at the ſame time, no ſmall 
PN to our happineſs, the ſight of thirteen ſhips, ourſelves in- 
On the thirtieth, at two o clock in the afternoon, the com- 


modore diſpatch d the Prince Edward from the fleet, if poſſible to 


learn intelligence of our brethren left behind us. At three the com- 
modore made our ſignal to come within hail of him, to aſk us of 
our health, fearing ſome diſaſter, from our ſignals the preceeding 
evening: at which time we were alſo confirm'd in our opinion, 


concerning the land we had ſo providentially eſcap d; being that part 


of Barbary lying betwixt Cape Blanco and Cape Cantin, of which 
2 commodore could be very certain, being cloſe upon the 
TV i 5 3B* = os. la 3% 3x79 

On the firſt of December the weather grew ſerene, the ſun 
warm, with light breezes at W. 6 S. in which we were employed 
in ſtaying the main- maſt, main · topmaſt, ſetting up the rigging, and 
caſting off the cat- harpings from our main and 'fore-ſhrouds, being 
noy in hopes of ſome ſettled weather. But, theſe, alas, were too ſan · 
guine! Next morning early, our former weather return'd at S. W. 68. 
freſh and ſqually, and day-light preſented us with our commodore 
without a main- topmaſt; when fearing the like miſchance, we 
lower'd again our top- gallant maſts, and handed our courſes. About 
noon (the winds blowing too hard to let down a boat into the ſea) 
Mr. Keppel made our ſignal to come within hail of him: when, 
altho the noiſe of the winds permitted us not to diſtinguiſh. what he 
ſaid, we gueſs d hy circumſtances that he as now reduod to borrow 
a main-topmaſt; Which, as ours would be the maſt likely to ſuit 


him, he wanted we ſhould, keep near him for that purpoſe, if the 


weather ſhould again grow moderate. About this time too, ſome 
ſtrange ſails appearing in the N. E. quarter, the Naſſau and Dunkick 
were ordered to give chaſe, and were out of fight ſoon after, the 
weather being hazy and winds ſtrong. About eur, in the: after- 
noon, growing ſtormy, we reef'd and ballanc'd our mizen ; and 8 

| | D323 the 
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the night, the commodore finding it neceſſary to bring too, we lay 
under a main-ſail: But maugre all his care, on the morning at day- 
light, we found five fail had parted company with us. 

About noon on the ſame day, (ſunday the third) we deſcry'd two 
ſhips in the N. E. which we were order'd to chace, being now the 
only man of war left with the eommodore. We hop'd at firſt to 
find them, if not the Naſſau and Dunkirk, to be the Prince Edward 
returning from the coaſt of Barbary, or at leaſt ſome of our ſquad- 
ron, who had loſt us in the night; but coming nearer to one of 
them, we found her to be a two-deck ſhip, under white colours: 
and altho' the weather was now ſo exceeding bad we could not 
poſſibly open our lower batteries, or indeed engage to purpoſe in 
any ways; yet it is impoſſible to deſcribe to you the joy viſible in all 
the faces of our crew, when orders were given to clear ſhip for 
action; and on the other hand how depreſs'd, when, coming till 
nearer, we diſcern'd in the colours and pendant the arms of Spain. 
We retain d however ſome hopes, from her being French built, and 
that under thoſe colours, ſhe was an enemy in diſguiſe, judging, 
from the fury of the weather, that we could not poflibly ſend on 
board of her; and therefore altho' we hail'd her, and were anſwer'd 
that ſhe was no other, inſtead of returning to the commodore, we 
brought too cloſe by her, reſolving to keep her company until better 
weather might undeceive us: which the commodore obſerving, bore 
don to us, ran under our ſtern, and phy us to Hom. out a 
boat, and go on board of her. 

Twas a ſhocking taſk ! An order, which we receiv'd in the ſame 
manner, that a criminal hears of his deathi-warranit; Land ſuch as our 
captain ſaid he would not on any account have impoſed on any officer, 

unleſs when in this manner order'd, There was indeed a probabilit 
and that was all) of the thing's being done.—And there is this Abel 
to be ſaid at the ſame time on the ſide of the order, that notwithſtand- 
ing the danger, twas neceſfary to be done, both on account of the 
approaching night, in which darkneſs might favour an eſcape, if an 

enemy; and if a friend, and lately from e in our preſent un- 


certain circumſtances, it would be no diſagreeable piece of know- 
ledge, to learn by his eee rot the n or the main 


OO TEE us. 
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It was now late, night coming on apace ; before we got up with 
the chace again it was quite dark; the ſea ran ſo high and often 
broke terrible to behold, that when the boat with much ado put off 
from the ſhip, I for my own part, imagined'T had taken my laſt 
look of her. However, ſoon after, by lights which we ſaw 
handed over the ſhip's fide, we found they had got on board of her; 
when we hoiſted two lights in the mizen ſhrowds, to direct the 
lieutenant in his return; and ſoon after, we had the good fortune to 
take them all up ſafe. The chace proving to be a ſhip of ſixty- 
four guns, from Cadiz, with a convoy to the Canaries, with which 
he had loſt company on the day before; and by his reckoning, cape 
St. Vincent bore off us N. E. about fixty leagues. However, the 
commodore, not being able by contrary gales to make weſting in his 
courſe, which we now moſtly wanted, and not chooſing altogether 
to truſt to the Spaniards reckonings, after ſuch unaccountable errors 
in our own, ſeem'd inclin'd to return to the coaſts of Europe to take 
a freſh departure; and on the fifth at noon, we were got near into 
the latitude of cape St. Vincent. But the winds changing that even- 
ing in our favour, we wore ſhip, and ſtood again to the ſouth. 

On the ninth, a ſtrange ſail in the S. E. made us the ſignal of be- 
ing a friend, giving us ſome hopes of news from our unhappy friends 
on the Barbary ſhore; but it provid to be the Dunkirk who loft 
company with the Naſſau on the ſame evening they went from the 
fleet, viz. Saturday the ſecond, having heard no tidings of her, nor 
having met with any of the ſhips ſhe chac'd. At twelve that day, we 
deſcried land to the S. E. of us, which foon form'd as in figure 1. 
plate 2. which from ſeveral circumſtances, we had reaſon to believe 
to be the iſland of Lancerota, with the adjacent iſles of Santa Clara 
and Alagranca. And tho” they be not of ſuch conſequence as the o- 
ther iſlands, yet being not taken notice of in other books of naviga- 
tion, I have given other appearances of thoſe iflands in figures 2. and 
3. This evening the weather growing moderate, and the ſeas much 
fallen, we let down our ſpare main top- maſt into the water, and got 
her tow'd on board the Torbay, who had been ever fince the ſecond 
in the morning without one, | : | 

On Sunday morning the tenth, we deſcried new land to the 8. W. 
which we judg'd by the log, and our having lain by from moon ſet- 
ting at three o'clock until day break, to be the iſland call'd the Grand 


Canary, 


n 


| e FX "I ad Y * | . <,. 24 fat ES - 8 
E e 8 
N ee eee e e WR" © 
WAR 4. * IS Ln us n + 


nz A IJV9T a Gato To TK E 


Canary, and that we were then diſtant from it about twelve leagues; 
appearing as in figure 4. The Saltaſh alſo being ordered to make 
ſail a-head, coming nearer the land, was of the ſame opinion, and 


haul'd up to the weſt, ſnewing the Commodore it was not there we 
were to find our port; altho at the ſame time Mr. Keppel, by his 


motions, ſeem'd to us, to have ſome ſuſpicion of its being the iſland 
of Teneriff. About noon, or after, the maſter of the Fougueux be- 
came very uneaſy about the courſe we ſteer'd, being poſitive it was 


no other than that of Teneriff; and at one o'clock deſir d the captain 
would bear down to the commodore and acquaint him, that it was 
his poſitive opinion, who had been often there, that it was the iſland 
ſought for. Captain Knight had been often there himſelf; he thought 


appearances deceitful; commodore Keppel, had certainly mariners 


on board ef him, who knew the lands as well as we; and being of 


opinion that it would look too like dictating to a commander to 
trouble himſelf in any ways with it, he was ſatisfied to follow his 
leader. At this time the iſland made its appearance as in figure 5, 
diſtant by gueſs, about eight leagues, the weather hazy ; and about 
half an hour after two, being a little clearer, I diſcern'd over the 
weſtermoſt end a pike, as is there exhibited. All this evening and 
the following night, with a ſmart and ſteady caſt wind we kept jog- 
ging on to the weſt ; and at day break on the eleventh, we deſcried 
another iſland right a-head, bearing betwixt 8. W. by S. and W. ex- 
treamly high; having its top cover'd in clouds, and a ſettled haze a- 
round it. Approaching nearer, altho many were of opinion we 
had now fallen upon the ifland ; captain Knight very poſitively aſ- 
ſerted, it was no other than that of Palma. However, the Commo- 
dore had made himſelf ſo certain of his being now a-breaſt of his de- 
ſired port, that he ſtem'd right in, until it made its appearance as in 
figure 6, diſtant about three leagues. At which time the Pike 


of Teneriff rais d his head from under the clouds, about twenty 


leagues to the eaſtward, directly in the winds eye; and having con- 
vinc'd us we were upon a lee- ſhore, and that by ſo ſteady looking a 
gale, we had now a hard and tedious piece of work to beat to the 
windward, covering again his head in the clouds, he bad us adieu. 
At this time too, we ſa the iſland of Gomera, bearing ſouth about 
twelve leagues, making as in Figure . 
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We now ſtood to the N. E. and giving over hopes of ſetting foot 
on ſhore for ſome time longer, we amus d ourſelves after the dif- 
appointment in a very common manner, by finding out how this and 
that might have been better manag'd; and that if this one's advice, 
and that other's opinion had been followed, we needed not as at that 
time have been beating the ocean for an iſland to the windward, 

One thing indeed, and a very common one too to ſeamen, very much 

furprizes me that it ſhould be ſo often overlook'd, or at leaſt fo little 
guarded againſt. I mean currents. Every ſeaman knows, for inſtance, 
that there is a conſtant current ſets towards the N. E. from the Gulph 

of Mexico, which is ſometimes very uncommonly felt at a diſtance, 

no-leſs than twenty-eight degrees north latitude. There are alſo ſome 

of them very certain of the cauſes of this phenomenon; vis. the 
monſoons and tradewinds, which blowing upon the face of the 

ocean ſouth-eaſterly, begets a motion of the ſea in the ſame courſe ;. 
which being at length forced into that great gulph thro” the ſouthern 
channel, muſt, according to a very common law in natural philoſo- 
phy, be forced with an equal velocity, on or near to a ſimilar angle; 
and which in this caſe muſt be north-eaſterly, and through the 

northern channel, by the coaſt of Florida and Carolina, until its 
force is ſpent in ſeas of a variable latitude. | * 

It is true this current is eaſily guarded againſt, becauſe the cauſe is 
almoſt conſtant, and of courſe the effect; while currents in the 
latitudes thro' which we have paſt, are ſeldom known, the ſuction: 
of the Straits of Gibralter excepted, ——Befides this, it may be ob> 
jected, that currents in variable latitudes, can in no ways be guarded 
againſt, farther than in ſwells which may be viſible; fince while a ſhip 
in one place enjoys a ſerene ſky, a ſtrong and ſudden guſt from another 


place, and not many degrees from her, may give the ſurface of the 
ſea a motion which may affect her, tho not to be perceiv'd by the 
mariner on board of her. Theſe I will grant true: tho at the fame 
time, if a landſman may be allowed to have an opinion in natural 
cauſes. which concern the ocean; I think there are inſtances on which 
we can have philoſophical cettainty of currents, when the mariner 


makes an allowance for a ſwell only. To explain which, ſuppoſe a: 


ſmart gale in the latitude of Great-Britain, blowing foutherly, gives the 


fea a motion which may be felt by a {well at the diſtance of thirty 


degrees north latitude :_ I will fuppoſe likewiſe, that at that diſtance, . 
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its force being abated, the ſea will remain at reſt at ſixteen feet be- 
low the ſurface ; the top only being agitated, and that, at the rate of 
one mile an hour, Now ſuppoſing a ſhip here drawing twenty feet 
water, going ſouth with a gentle gale at three miles an hour, what 
allowance will be proper to be given for that ſwell which carries her, 
or rather may ſeem to carry by the motion on the ſurface, at the rate 
of one mile? A mariner ſhould doubtleſs conſider, that altho''in this 
caſe the ſeas carry him one mile at top, yet being at reſt at ſixteen 
feet below, he will find the current at eight feet (the half ) will hard- 
ly carry him half a mile; a medium to which, allow three-fourths ; 
the remaining eight feet of current dying away to a calm at ſixteen, 
will hardly puſh' him on a fourth; the medium betwixt which, 
and the three fourths, call one half: now to this progreſs of half a 

mile an hour, paſſing over the reſiſtance of the remaining 4 feet of 
dead water towards the keel, the real diſtance gain'd will not be more 
than three miles and an half, which the mariner might have call'd 
four. But this is trifling ; when ſwells are not greater than this, ſea- 
men ſeldom are far out. There are caſes far more conſiderable ; for 
example, ſuch an one as we have ourſelves ſo lately experienced. 
Strong N. W. winds coming with exceſſive violence a-croſs the whole 

Atlantick Ocean, and continuing there, or near it, for weeks together, 
muſt of courſe create a motion or current in the whole maſs for 
many hundreds of feet in depth, and which at the ſurface muſt be 
very conſiderable. Now if the winds have abated; the ſurface 
become ſmoother, and there is no ſwell diſcernable, it is true no ma- 
riner can poſſibly be guarded ſo readily againſt it: but on the other 
hand, altho' there is a ſwell; altho' the mariner is in the winds 
which cauſe that ſwell ; nay, altho he is ſenſible that the ſame winds 
have continued for weeks together, he makes no greater allowance for 
him or againſt him, than he would do in the caſe of a ſwell, which 
altho' as great, he is ſenſible was made by a guſt of wind, of no 
longer continuance than as many days ; which in my humble opinion 
muſt be extreamly erroneous. For while he allows perhaps two 
miles, or ſo many points an hour for the huge ſwelling ſeas, which 
are the effects of theſe winds with which he is then engaged; he ne- 
ver allows himſelf to conſider, that thoſe very ſeas on the ſurface, 
which are agitated by the preſent winds, and which carry along his 
ſhip, are themſelves in like manner carried along at a much greater 
rate by that current obtained by the continued force of the winds a- 


croſs 


r MW 


cC.toſs the whole ocean. There are ſeamen, I am well appriz d, 


who laugh at all new projects and new doctrines which were not in 
uſe in the navy in the days of their anceſtors : but if it was no cur- 
rent of this nature, and which we ought to have expected from un- 
_ erring cauſes, which carried our ſquadron on the coaſt of Barbary, 
when we rather expected the Madeira Iſlands; it will be well if 
ſuch mariners from their longer experience, will take the trouble to 
ſettle it as it ought, for the benefit of future Navigation. | 
But to carry this matter farther, I will allow, that our pilots 
might not be thoroughly aſſured, that a long tract of N. W. winds 
could: have had ſuch an effect, as to warrant their ſhaping a courſe 
ſo uncommon, as muſt have been the conſequence had they known 
it: but then it might have been expected from a long ſea experience, 
and when pilots were convinc'd that a current unknown to them had 
already forced them to the 'S, E. with uncommon velocity, that 
they might have guarded better againſt the bad conſequences of the 
ſame current in the ſequel. We are all ſenſible, that as ſolid bodies 
retain any motion given them; and when obſtructed, fly off in cer- 
tain angles; ſo are we as certain, that water, when it contracts a 
motion will alſo retain it ; and that if obſtructed, will fly off in ſuch 
angles, as certain channels or banks may give it direction. | 
If things are ſo, ſeas forc'd with impetuoſity in a S. E. direction 
upon ſo great a tract of ground as is betwixt cape St. Vincent and 
cape Cantin; and at the ſame time, obtaining a direction in its future 
courſe, thro' that vaſt ſweep to cape Bajatore, muſt be very conſider=,,. 
able in its effects: and if the pilots had conſulted their draughts in 
this point, they might have been morally certain, that ſuch a cur- 
rent before it could paſs the cape of Bajatore, muſt have contracted a 
direction not much leſs than S. W. Now if the current from the 
Gulph of Mexico, almoſt in a meridian latitude, is felt as far north as 
that of Virginia, it would have been far from unnatural to have ex- 
pected ſuch conſequences, in ſo ſmall a diſtance as betwixt Bajatore 
and the Canary Iſlands; and which, if it had been conſider'd at the 
time when the iſland of Teneriff appeared to us ſuſpiciouſly, it would 
have been more adviſeable to have lain-by, or rather indeed, have 
' ood to the eaſtward, until the haze had clear d away, and matters 
had been more certain. Theſe reflections, have indeed, an affinity 
to the old proverb, of ſhutting the ſtable door. hut if they can 
| | * . prove 


prove even hints, for gentlemen of ſkill'and attention, io ſettle the ſubs 
ject of currents upon a more certain and intelligible foundation for the 


future, they will be of ſome uſe. They are alſo the reflections of a 
landſman; I give them as no more; and ſtand. corrected if in the 
PJ el as; 6 is bats Goole. ores HT 

But to return to our voyage. After a very indifferent night, a 
new day preſented us with no better comfort, than winds freſh and 
contrary 
to add to our former misfortunes, in making ſail, we found that in 
the laſt nights violent pitching, we had ſprung our fore top-maſt.—- 
When the commodore ſeeing our diſtreſs, gave chace himſelf ; but 


the veſſel proving Dutch, we purſued our courſe. On the thirteenth 
about noon, the winds growing more favourable, we were enabled to 


lye up our courſe; and at the cloſe of the day, we got fight of a 


point of land, which we took to be Teneriff. On the fourteenth in 
the morning, we deſcried the iſland, as in figure 8. diſtant about. - - 


four leagues, bearing betwixt W. S. W. and N. by W, — Go- 
ing farther to the ſouthward, as we ſteer'd for Santa Cruz, the N. E. 


end appeared as in figure 9. — And when the iſland bore between 
8. W. and N. about three leagues, it appeared as in figure 10. 
The grand Canary appearing at the ſame time between S. E. by E. 
and 8. by W. about 10 leagues as in figure 11.—Shortly after this, 
we got an open view of the port and town of Santa Cruz: and in its 


harbour (if an open bay can be ſo call'd) the appearance of ſo many 
veſſels, that we had great hopes of hearing good accounts of all our 
ſhips miſſing; and that in the end, they had had better fortune than 
ourſelves. In the aſternoon, we all at laſt got to an anchor in the 
road; in which, ſounding for anchoring ground, we found none, 


until we were in a line with the north and ſouth head lands, which 


form the bay: when inſtead of twenty, and twenty-five fathoms, as 


we were made to expect, from our draughts of that harbour, we 


found no leſs than ſeventy; ſixty five and ſixty fathoms; and but a 
little nearer, and within two miles of the north caſtle or fort; we 
dropp d our anchor in forty fathom, - 195 


e t "gh 
Here we had the pleaſure of meeting with the Naſſau, who having | 


parted company with the Dunkirk, as before related, on the ftorm of 
the third inſtant, got ſafe into port ſome days before us. The bomb 


catch, who was ſeperated from us, | early after our departure from 


Ireland, 


And about noon, giving chace to a ſail at windward; 
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Ireland, was here alſo. The Experiment, long ago diſpatch'd from 
the fleet, to get matters in readineſs, and haſten our expedition, un- 
luckily by the badneſs of the weather, did not reach the iſland 
much ſooner than the fleet. We found alſo here an ordonance 
tranſport, which, being diſpatch'd after us from Spithead, had alſo 
made a much happier paſſage : and the Prince Edward, after a 
fruitleſs endeavour to find out, and if poſſible to relieve our unfor- 
tunate friends on the Barbary coaſt, fell in with this iſland on the 
ninth inſtant : but the Naſſau at anchor, ſeeing at the ſame time a 
ſtrange fail in the offing, made him the ſignal to give chace ; when 
-mecting afterwards with contrary winds, he was not able to recover 
the port until late that evening. b 1 

Recruiting our ſquadron with water, as well as wine, became 
now our chief attention; and ſo remarkably keen was the commo- 
dore to be in action, that as the Experiment's late arrival had not 
given the Contractor a timely enough notice to provide the fleet in 
wines, he order'd the ſquadron to be put to a ſhort allowance, and 
to hold themſelves in readineſs to ſail upon an immediate notice. 
We were however fortunate enough (juſt as we had compleated 
watering) to be ſupplied with wines which came round from the 
N. W. fide of the iſland, at no ſmall care and expence to the con- 
tractor. On the ſame morning which brought us theſe boats from 
the N.W. that is, on the nineteenth, it blew ſo ſtrangly from the 
ſhore, that at day-break we found one of our ſquadron drove from 
her moorings, three leagues to ſea ; but about ten o'clock looſing 
her fails, ſhe again plied into port: at the ſame time we obſerv'd, a 
great way out at ſea, a veſſel north country built, which gave 
us no ſmall joy ; naturally for us, taking her to be the Somerſet 


tranſport, which we left on the coaſt of Barbary.— She prov'd in- 


deed a friend, and one of our ſquadron ; but not what we hop'd for. 
She had been ſent to Guernſey before our departure from 'England, 
for brandy to the fleet; and not returning to us in time, had been 
diſpatch'd after us, on her arrival at Spithead ; joining us in a lucky 

time, for on the day following we bid adieu to the ifland. 
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7 CHAP. WW. 1 
Of the nature of the ifland of Teneri f. — O, the manners and cufloms 
of its inbabitants. —Of the ſtrength of its principal ſea-ports,— 
And of its curiofittes. e ä op 


UT before I leave this iſland, I muſt not forget what to you 
may be as great an entertainment, as that of our expedition it- 
ſelf. This iſland is the greateſt in circumference of any in theſe 
latitudes, but not the moſt conſiderable, the Grand Canary being 
more abundantly ſtock'd with corn ; and the Madeira, remarkably 
more famous for its wines, being eſteem'd the beſt in the world for 
preſervation -in a hot climate. The land, or rather the rock, for 
land is here a rare commodity, is prodigiouſly rugged and lofty; 
and the pike itſelf ſo famous for its being the higheſt land in the 
world, altho it is hardly to be ſeen at the harbour of Porto Santa, 
on account of adjacent mountains of immenſe ſize ; yet is known by 
its heighth at ſea, at a diſtance no leſs than an hundred and eighty 
miles. The ſoil is here very light, ſandy, and full of ſmall rocky 
ſtones : I have obſerv'd alſo, that in digging the ſurface for ſtone, 
for making of cellars, foundations of buildings, and the like, there 
are three or four different ſtratas or ſorts of ſtone, differing in colour 
and hardneſs, as clay-pits in England ; but its ſandy ſoil a-top is 
nevertheleſs fertile to their wiſhes, producing two crops a year, and 
of ſome things three. Of pot-herbs, there are here plenty: beſides 
their own ſweet potatoe, they have great abundance of the Engliſh 
kind, and at a very reaſonable price : their apples are not indeed 
ſo juicy, as thoſe of a northern growth ; but they are made amends 
in the ſweet and bitter orange, the bergamot lemon, the common. 
lemon, citron, lime, pomgranate, and ſeveral other juicy fruits, 
much ſuperior in a climate ſo hot. | e 7: 
The et of the generality of the inhabitants, is but very poor :— 
a couple of eggs, with a few toaſted cheſnuts, walnuts, or figs, of 
which there are vaſt quantities, will make an extraordinary meal. 
Nor have the better fort of people, any great variety :—roaſt- 
ed fowls, olios of fowl, hog's fleſh, and herbs; pork, and fiſh, 
being the moſt commonly to be come at: as for beef, the paſturage 
is too poor in the general, to permit its being brought to NO, 
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and is therefore rarely us d. Goat's fleſh is much more eaſily fed; 
they thrive on their mountains, and may be bought at the rate of 
three or four ſhillings. I ſaw there ſome: beautiful oxen, of the 
Engliſh or Flemiſh breed; but I am told they are rare, and that the 
cannot afford to kill them, as thoſe as well as cows work in the fields 
and in the furrows, for want of mules or horſes, which are very rare, 
the aſs being the common beaſt of burthen and of the ſaddle. Their 
bread is but indifferent; it is naturally brown colour d; and the lees 
of their wine, which they uſe as a ſubſtitute for yeaſt, gives it a 
ſowerneſs not at all agreeable to a ſtranger: beſides which, and the 
potatoe already mention'd, they have alſo the plantain and bonana, 
Is if us'd before they are too ripe, are by many eſteem'd agree- 
able. THEE | | | | 
As to their manners, whither ſo ſtrong a ſquadron might not 
make them ſomewhat the tamer, I know not: I ſhall however 
ſpeak either as I felt or have authority for, and hope that all was real. 
Amongſt the better ſort, they are exceeding courteous ; and altho' 
they ſtill retain the cuſtom of lattices in their windows, and do not 
very frequently make concerts of muſic or entertainments of dancing, 
eſpecially for ſtrangers ; yet they have got greatly the better of the 
jealouſy of Old Spain. They begin to get over the diſagreeable and 
expenſive cuſtom of ceremonious vifits amongſt themſelves ; and 
now chooſe the friendly manner of taking the chance of finding a 
family at home, rather than put them to the little trifling prepara- 
tions which viſits of ſtate and ceremony require. They have 
alſo almoſt intirely thrown aſide the dreſs of Old Spain, nothing al- 
moſt remaining unleſs the veil for their women, and cloak for the 
men; both of which are in this iſland worn, not as being an 
eſſential part of dreſs; but, in reality, as a cover for the dirtineſs of 
ſome who have no dreſs; or the lazineſs of others, who will not 
put on that which they have. Thoſe who can afford it, when the 
go abroad follow a ſort of French mode in all their apparel ; which 
they have adopted ſince the laſt war betwixt Spain and Great Britain: 
and thoſe who can imitate the better ſort in apparel at home, begin 
to with cruel cuſtom would permit them to ſhew their | ſhapes in 
the ſtreets without a veil, as it does their ſuperiors in their equi- 
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Of their hoſpitality 1 ſhall give you one inſtance; not to multi- 
gy ——A young gentleman of the ſquadron, unacquainted to any 
and dein benighted in a town where there was neither inn 
nor tavern, was * rolitarily walking the ſtreets, when a Spaniard/ ac- 
coſted him: the young gentleman could not ſpeak Spaniſh, nor 
could the other ſpeak French; however he made a ſhift to let the 
Joung gentleman know, that if he was at a loſs for a lodging, to 
free and follow him. He did; was entertain'd in the beſt 
manner poſſible ; caus d his lady, after ſupper, to amuſe him with 
her harpfichord ; and before he would allow him to depart in the 
morning, loaded him with fuch fruits as were then in ſeaſon. - 
Of their humanity, let this ſuffice. An Engliſn officer, ſtepping 
into a boat at the public landing- place, by chance miſſing a foot, 
was taken out of the water almoſt dead. A Spaniard ſeeing it, 
flew to his aſſiſtance, calling for his fervants at the ſame time to 
carty the gentleman to his houſe. Some other Engliſh officers there 
Interfer'd in the matter, and would not ſuffer the Spaniard to put 
-hinſelf to any inconvenience, while there was an Engliſh conful's 
Houſe to carry him to. Upon which the other, with great earneſt- 
"neſs, made anſwer, What is the conſul's houſe to the unfortunate gen- 
theman ? before he can receive help from him, he may be no more |— 
And charging him to his own houſe, got him all the aſſiſtance the 
place could afford; and on his recovery, ſent him carefully on board 
his ſhip. Theſe, with ſeveral other civilities, with which at preſent 
I fhall not trouble you, we were ſo unpolite, and ſo like Engliſh- 
men, as to repay with quarrels and broils, both in their ſtreets 
and harbour; to the great uneaſinefs-of both biſhop and governor, 
who were obliged to mterfere in one of them, as well as to the great 
ſcandal of our countrymen. 
With thoſe good qualities, hey Babe alſo ſome as bad; and in 
icular, as they have loſt a great ſhare of their native jealouſy, 5 
10 have they in feality no room to find fault with their wives; the 
huſbands themſelves being often moſt ridiculouſly fooliſh in their 
own amours, and will forget themſelves ſo far, as to ſtep aſide in 
their public highways, with the moſt dirty trollop on the road; being 
at the fame time ſenſible, that by practices of this nature a venereal 
ailment in this iſland is commonly intail'd from father to fon for 
ſeveral generations: and as none are laid to be admitted into holy 
| orders, 
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orders, but ſuch as are of a clean family; ſo is it no uhcommon - 
thing amongſt the better ſort (when they have abus d their blood 


in the above ſhameful manner) to ſcreen themſelves and families 
from public and evil reports, to bribe their clergy to admit ſome one 
or other of their families or kindred, into a church or convent ; - 
which at once not only ſtops the fears of ſome, but even the ſuſpi- 
cions of-others, and the mouths of all. 

Of public buildings, I ſaw few worthy of notice. The prevailing : 
taſte for private dwellings, both in town and country, is a kind of 


ſquare, with an open or area in the middle, which they find occa- - 


fions a conſtant coolneſs, that plain ſingle houſes. enjoy not. Their 
churches, like as in all Roman catholic countries, are built and 
adorn'd either ſuperbly or inelegantly and tawdry, according to the 
taſte of the people; but all of them ſhowey. There are in this 
town. of Santa Cruz, two churches and one convent. And as it is 


the principal ſea-port, and place of ſtrength: of the iſland, the bay 


which forms the harbour, and along which is built the town. of 
Santa Cruz, is fortified by no leſs than nine caſtles, or rather bat- 
teries :—on the firſt of which, and moſt northerly, are thirteen: guns, 
ſmall metal, and. poorly cover'd : next to this are two circular bat- 
teries, all. about.a muſquet-ſhot from each other, and can bring three - 
guns each to bear toward the ſea : about two muſquet- ſhot to the 


ſouth of theſe, and in the north end of the town, is a fourth battery, 


on a ſort of riſing ground, mounting I think ſeven guns: from this 
a muſket- ſhot, and low upon the beech is a fifth, ſtrengthen d with 


eight pieces: next to which, a muſket-ſhot farther, is the public 


and indeed only landing- place free from ſurff and foul: ground, where - 
a pier is carried out upwards of three hundred feet into the ſea, and 
ſecured by their grand battery or citadel, which can bring eighteen 
guns to bear towards the ſea; the moſt of which being but twelve 
pounders, with three or four of eighteen: a muſket-ſhot from this, 


and low upon the beech is a ſeventh, with eight guns more: laſtiy, 


a great gun-ſhot from the former, are two other hatteries; the moſt . 


northerly of which is higher than the athers, being ſituated on a 
rocky point, and by its appearance ſeems to be of conſequence next - 


to the citadel, altho' about a mile and a half to the ſouthward of the 
town : the other and ninth, has no communication with either the 


town or bay, but ſeems a ſmall battery, deſigu d only as a ſupport ar 
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flanking battery to that next it; but of PP force I could not bs 
inform d.— For I muſt here obſerve to you, that the Spaniards are 


extremely tender and timerouſly -jealous of permitting foreigners, 
eſpecially Engliſh, to be made acquainted with the nature and 


ſtrength of their batteries; and carry this matter ſo far, as to 


have ſeized the maſter of one of our ſhips of war, committing 


him to priſon,- for only ſounding about his anchor, to know if he 


lay in good ground ; ſo that being a matter of danger and of offence, 


the only way I had to make myſelf acquainted with the ſtrength of 


their batteries, was by going on board of different veſſels, ſcattered 


at different diſtances; which is at beſt but an uncertain method, 


ſince there may be guns capable of doing execution, which might be 


out of the view even of the teleſcope: A great many, indeed moſt 
of them are braſs, very indifferently mounted ; the walls all of them 
ſtone; and none of them of any conſiderable PIT; except the 
citadel itſelf. (See Plate 3.) 

About four miles weſt from Santa Cruz, and up a very diſagree- 
able aſcent, lies the metropolis ; called the city of Chriſtopher de 


ing the name of Laguna only. From the ſeveral ſtreets thro' 
which I paſs'd, I think it is near a fquare in figure; and makes a 
compaſs of about three miles. The ſtreets are broad, regular, re- 
markably ſtreight, level, and clean; adorn'd in moſt part with a 
uniformity in its buildings; amongſt which are ſeveral churches, 
three convents, and two nunneries, —one of which containing three 
hundred ladies, the other two hundred, admits no boarders, and 


Laguna, or Chriſtopher of the Lake ;—but moſt commonly, bear- 


none under the age of ſixteen. There are here alſo, in one of the 


convents, a college for young gentlemen ; where the oriental lan- 
guages, rhetoric, logic, and philofophy are taught them ; and in 


which I was very agreeably entertain'd, by an old ſociable Spaniſh 


friar; and where I had the pleaſure of learning much of the nature 


and cuſtoms of this iſland. | 

Without the city, on the weſt, is a very agrecable meadow of i a 
beautiful verdure; and in which I am told, were encamp'd in the 
laſt war fifteen thouſand men, for the preſervation of the iſland. — 
The meadow might indeed hold ſuch a number-; but from whence 


ſuch an army was brought, is not ſo eaſily accounted for, Here too 
is the lake from whence the city takes its name: I thought it ſmall; 
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nighted, is uſually a ſort of PEI climbing; and, tho” often 
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and not anſwering to its name (Laguna ſignifying a large lake), 
but was told that in wet ſeaſons it will overflow the whole of 
the meadow, even to endangering the city itſelf; the waters from 
the immenſe mountains towards the weſt of the lake, and not 


farther than one mile and an half from the city, falling down 
into the low grounds from eight or nine ſeveral high and ſteep ca- 


It was with regret I left this iſland, not having it in my 


power to get upon the greateſt curioſity of the place — I mean the 
Pike. For our ſhort ſtay. at this harbour, and the dreadful accounts 
which was given me of the place, render'd the journey imprudent 
to be undertaken. I made it my buſineſs, however, from two 


gentlemen of that city who had been there, to get the following 


particulars. ws 
In the ſummer it is poſſible to get thither, tho' even then upon 
the top, it is ſo immenſely cold, that viſiters are glad to get as quickly 
down as they can : but in the winter, as it was when we were there, 
altho' at the bottom, one will often think even a waiſtcoat burdenſome, 


yet there is no poſſibility of aſcending far upon the hill. There are, 


nevertheleſs, ſtories told of thoſe who have attempted it; but in the 
execution have vomited blood, and, being oblig'd to return, far 


ſhort of the ſummit, have ſoon after died the victims of their own 
raſhneſs. The method of going thither, is. firſt to manage one's 


time ſo as to get to the foot of the Pike over night ; where reſting a 


few hours, in the cool of the morning he muſt remount his horſe, 
and, travelling up a zigzag road, he will find hunſelf, by the time 
the heat of the day makes travelling diſagreeable and dangerous, 
about one mile from the bottom: and as the traveller cannot uſe 
his horſe farther than the top of that zigzag road, and the remainder 
of the day being too ſhort for the completion of his taſk on foot ; 
he muſt there ſpend the reſt of the day, where he will find an 
open ſhade or ſort of uninhabited inn, made by public order, for 


the convenience of thoſe who ſhall travel thither ; and who, carry- 


ing proviſions with them, ſpend the night, and leave their horſes 
there in the morning. Riſing with the ſun, the next day's journey 
is on foot; not by any direct path, or winding form, but in the 
beſt manner he can, and which for ſhortneſs, and not to be be- 
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on all fours, yet not without ſome danger of falling. Having in 
this manner aſcended about two miles, they ſay, in perpendicular 
heighth, you find upon the top a beautiful level containing about 
three acres of land; and near to which a volcano, which altho' for 
theſe forty years paſt has ceas d to do any other than at times to ſend 
forth a ſmoak, yet by one of its laſt eruptions it reduced Garatchica, 
a delightful town and ſafe harbour, on the north fide of the iſland, 
to a ſituation far from being ſo commodious or ſafe as the open road 
before Santa Cruz. There, far exalted above the clouds themſelves, 
if the weather is clear, he has a delightful proſpect of every thing 
around him, and of iſlands at the diſtance of more than an hundred 
miles; but at the ſame time is unable to enjoy the ſcene as he may 
wiſh, on account of the great ſnows which ſurround him, and an 
air ſo intenſely cold that he will be glad to get back as ſoon as he 
can. | 
After this there is hardly any thing elſe curious I could meet 
with, unleſs you admit ſome of their trees of ornament as well as 
uſe, ſuch as the cedar, olive, maſtic, the legnan ſhrub; alſo the 
beautiful palm-tree (fig. 4.), the arbor drago, or dragon's blood 
(fig. 5.), and the pappau-apple (fig. 7. plate 4.) ; they have alſo, 
very common, a ſort of houſleek which grows both on houſes: and 
in the field to a prodigious heighth, ſome of which I have ſeen no 
leſs than eight feet (fig. 8.3, with many other weeds and herbs of a 
medicinal nature, ſuch as aloes, the dildo-buſh (fig. 9. plate 4.) &c. 
the milky juice of which laſt is ſaid to be poiſonous, tho' I receiv'd no 
harm by dropping a little on my hand; yet, as they are common to 
molt countries of this latitude and ſoil, deſerve no farther attention. 
Of ſinging birds they have ſeveral, one only being thought valuable, 
ſomewhat ſmaller. than our black-bird,. of a black colour; but dies 
when confin'd : as to the canary-bird, they ſeem not to value it 
greatly—but it is time to take my leave of this port. | 
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CHAP. v. 


Of the fleets ſailing from Teneriff, and its arrival before the iſland 
of Goree, —with an account of the action, and the ſurrender of the 


N the twentieth day of December we fail'd from the iſland of 

Teneriff, our fleet conſiſting in all of eighteen fail; and the 
four following days, having a fair and conſtant gale, and the wea- 
ther warm and cheerful, the commodore, who loſes no opportunity 
. when the ſervice calls his attention, had frequent ſignals for exerci- 
ſing his ſquadron in lines of battle, the uſe of great guns and ſmall 
arms, and in throwing of ſhells from the royals which had been 
ſent on board our ſhips on this expedition; and of which Mr. Kep- 


pel it ſeems has a great opinion. On. the twenty-fourth in the 


morning we reach'd cape Blanco, which, bearing eaſt about five or 
ſix leagues, appeared as in figure XII. plate 2. There we had 

twenty fathoms water, with a red coarſe ſand : and ſteering from 
thence, to avoid falling upon Blanco banks, a S. W. courſe, we had 
in the diſtance of fifty-ſix miles, fifteen, ſeventeen, twenty, and 
thirty fathoms ; ſometimes browniſh ſand with ſhells. From hence 
bearing up to the eaſtward of the ſouth, we found no ground with 
forty fathoms ; twelve hours afterwards we ſounded with fifty fa- 
thoms, no ground; and in three hours after that, threw out a line 
of one hundred and thirty fathoms, and had then no ſoundings. 
From hence we had nothing in our courſe to take us up but cape 
Verde, with which we fell in on the twenty-ſeventh in the morn- 
ing, bearing $.S. E. fix or ſeven leagues (ſee figures 13. and 14). 
And ſoon after (I think about ten o'clock) we firſt obſerv'd with 
our glaſſes the iſland, or rather the fort and flag-ſtaff on the ſummit 
of the hill on the iſland of Goree, towering above the low lands 
about cape Emanuel. About which time the commodore ſent a 
frigate under French colours, a- head of the ſquadron, with orders 
as ſoon as ſhe came open with the iſland, to hoiſt an Engliſh enſign 
at the mizen- peek, being the French ſignal for that day, in order to 
deceive them; but no notice was taken of it. We were after wards 
inform, the French for ſome time flatter d themſelves with the 
i j ᷣ hopes 
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hopes of our being in reality a fleet from France ; but finding in the 


end, that, when all the ſquadron hoiſted the ſame colours, they did 
not ſalute the fort, which is a thing always done, they were ſoon 
undeceiv'd. About two o'clock, as we paſt the iſland, we haul'd 
down the French and put abroad the Engliſh enſign. At three, 
we. anchor'd in the road of Goree, the iſland bearing S.W.þS. 
about four miles, and in eighteen fathoms water ; the Saltaſh being 
order'd with the tranſports to bear down to a bay, betwixt point 
Goree and point Barnabas, in order for the more convenient and 
ſpeedy landing of the troops on board them, if the ſhips of war 
ſhould find occafion to call them. (See the chart, plate IV. 

We had very early perceiv'd two briggs under ſail, betwixt the 
iland and the main, which, upon our approach, finding they made 


towards the iſland, we were ready to imagine they had all that day, 


from our firſt appearance, been buſied in ſending from the iſland 
their moſt valuable effects; and in the remaining part of the day and 


night following, fearing they ſhould not be able to eſcape the im- 


pending ſtroke, they ſent off to the village of Oom, on the main, all 
ſuch of their people as choſe not to be in the action — they ſay, it 
was their wives — perhaps too, if we may be allowed to ſpeak for 
them, their company's clerks, &c. with ſuch other of their things 
of value which their country canoes could lug off. —If they ſhould 
be able to ſtand their ground, the clerks with their effects could 
eaſily return; but ſhould they be oblig'd to ſurrender, their treaſures 
were better in the poſſeſſion of thoſe to whom they had been long 
oblig'd, perhaps to their miſtreſſes and children, than to enrich an 
enemy. To prevent which, however, Mr. Keppel ordered a boat 
with a heutenant from every ſhip, to go down to the Saltaſh: and 


wait her captain's orders, if peradventure it ſhould be poſſible to put 


a ſtop: to any effects going from, or help coming to the iſland ; and 
moreover to prevent other accidents, boats were ordered to row 


guard about the ſquadron thro' the whole of the preceeding night : 


mean time the commodore ſent his boat to the main land, if poſſi- 
ble to learn intelligence. The perfon employ'd on this piece of ſer- 


vice, was one De Chome, formerly a private ſoldier on the ifland- of 


Goree : a man, who taking it into his head to be jealous of his ne- 
groe miſtreſs, and that M. St. Jean, the Governor, had employ'd his 
eomrade to act for him in the quality of pimp; one night while wh 
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drank with him as a friend, in a moſt cruel manner ſtab'd him to 


the heart, while the cup was at his head. Being tried, and con- 
demn'd to have the right-hand cut off, and hang d, he was ſent priſo- 
ner to Senegal to be executed; when luckily for him, and imprudent 


in the French, they deliver'd up that iſland into the hands of the En- 
gliſh, with this murderer unexecuted and in chains: who, to be re- 


veng'd of his enemies, and ſecure his life under the protection of 
Great-Britain, offer'd his ſervice to captain Marſh in his attempts upon 
Goree. This De Chome, knowing not how far he might have been 
become obnoxious to thoſe who were attach'd to the intereſt of 
M. St. Jean, could not with prudence truſt himſelf on ſhore, and 
was therefore contented to bring on board the fleet ſuch accounts as 
a_ negroe would give him, who was perſwaded to wade into the 
water as far as the boat. His accounts were, that there had lately 


been there ſhips from France; that the garriſon had been recruited 


with three hundred ſoldiers, and that they were in no ways appre- 


henſive of our force; they had heard that commodore Keppel was 


preparing to pay them a viſit, they expected five or ſix ſhips would 


accompany him, and had heard in particular that the Fougueux and 


Naſſau were to be of the number: part of which, if not all, we had 


at that time reaſon to believe true; tho we found it otherways in 
the ſequel. —The former viſit paid them was but with two ſhips 


only; whereupon M. St. Jean, ſurpriz'd, was pleas'd to fay ;— 


What ! think they 1 ſhall give up the iſland to two ſhips? No, not 
while a gun flands on its carriage. But now the caſe was altered; 
four ſhips of the line, a forty, beſides frigates, and two bomb- 
ketches, were prepared to give them battle; and yet no flag of 
truce was ſeen: and inſtead of making proffers, or treating for articles 


of capitulation, for the benefit of themſelves and company, of which 
we had ſome expectation ;. we found them occupied in prepara- 
tions for a defence, ſcaling their old guns, and in carrying ammuni- 


tion of all kinds to their batteries, great quantities of which we. 
afterwards: found, ſcatter'd profuſely around all the iſland, —ſuch as 
double- headed ſhot, chain-ſhot, ſtar ſhot, great ſpikes of iron, and 
old rugged nails, bound up into ſizes for their gun bores ; and be- 
ſides the common ſhot in uſe (the great and grape-ſhot), they. were 
alſo well ſupplied with. every different kind of. deſtruction from the. 


Mean 1 


ſhells of bombs. 
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Mean while we ourſelves were employ'd in the like preparations : 
the firſt thing to be done, was to get our ſheet cable out of the 
ſtarboard gun-room port, which, bending to the ſpare anchor, we 
ut in readineſs to drop : our- boats next were to be hoiſted out ; to 
them followed our booms, ſpare maſts and yards, &c, &c, Ge. 
which being let down into the water, and faſten'd together, we 
moor'd to a cadge anchor; and being thus far prepar d we reſted for 
the night. impatiently longing for the morrow. 
On the morning of the twenty-eighth, at four o'clock, all our 
Hflat-bottom'd boats were ſent on board the tranſports, for Siforabark- 
ing the land troops; which was finiſh'd, and all of them (to the 
number of 6co men) in their reſpective boats, before nine in the 
morning ; during which time, the ſhips of war finiſh'd alſo their pre- 
parations.— About eight o'clock the ſignal was made to weigh an- 
chor, —immediately after which another ſignal was made for all cap- 
tains, —and long before captain Knight could return from the com- 
modore, long before the Naſſau ſhew'd any readineſs to get under 
fail, conſiderably before the Prince Edward bore down to the enemy, 
and while yet the Torbay had half a cable out, the Fougueux's an- 
chor was a-peek, impatiently wiſhing for orders. This, though 1 
mention now in 0 men my reaſons for ſo doing will appear more 
plain in the ſequel, 
| De Chome, of whom I have juſt now ſpoke, had made out a 
x | very rude ſketch of the iſland with its batteries, a copy of which, was 
preſented to every captain; and the reſolutions therefrom, were as 
follows. — It was thought moſt prudent to attack the ifland on'the 
weſt fide, not only becauſe it was the weakeſt fide, but a reaſon 
more cogent to ſo formidable a ſquadron, was, its being the lee ſide; 
that ſhould, in that caſe, their cables be cut away by a chain ſhot, or 
any other accident, the ſhip or ſhips without any danger' might put 
out to ſea, and beating to windward renew the action: whereas, ſhould 
they have anchored on the caſt ſide, and to windward, by an accident of 
the above nature, the ſhip muſt immediately have been drove a-ſhote ; 
the conſequence of which, to one ſhip only, might have proved ter- 
rible to all the ſquadron. The next reſolution, was ſettling the man- 
ner of going down—And by the form of the ifland (ſee plan, 
plate V.) it will appear, the more eaſily to hit it with ſhells, in re- 


ſpect to its ſmall breadth and length, from ſo uncertain a bed as a 
| ketch 
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ketch on the water, that no places more eligible can be imagined, 


than the ſtations appointed for the bombs, by the commodore: and 


as it was neceſſary one of the bombs ſhould go down fitſt, the Prince 


Edward was ordered to cover her from the fire of the enemy, and to 
anchor a breaſt of a ſmall lunette battery en barbet, a little below the 


citadel on the north. 


The eldeſt captain, Mr. Sayer, in the Naſſau, was ordered to lead 
the line of battle on the right, anchoring a breaſt of St. Peter's battery 


of five guns. The Dunkirk followed in the order, and was to bring up 


a breaſt of a battery, a little to the north of the formers which bat- 


tery, altho'-it might have been begun before the affair happened be- 


tween M. St. Jean and De Chome, was as yet unfiniſhed, and not an 
embrazure at that time opened. To him, follow'd the commodore in 


the Torbay, taking for his part, the weſt point battery of five guns, 


with the weſtern corner of St. Francis's fort, of four guns of a ſmaller 


ſize. Captain Knight, in the Fougueux, having the ſecond ſtation or 


the left, bringing up the rear, (having directions at the ſame time, to 


cover the other bomb on his ſtarboard quarter) had allotted to his 


ſhare, the mortar battery of eight guns; ſo called, from two large mor- 


tars which are covered by that battery,—The moment the firſt ſhip : 
had dropp'd her anchor from her ſtern, ſhe was to hoiſt a pendant at 


her mizen peek, to acquaint. the next ſhip that ſhe had brought up : 


thus the ſecond was to acquaint the third, when ſhe brought up; and 
ſo of the' reſt: and laſtly, they were ordered to be particularly care- - 
ful: not to fire a gun, until each had his ſhip a breaſt of his ſtation, and . 


moor'd both a- head and a-ſtern. With theſe directions and orders, 


the commodore bade his. captains farewel ! And while they took leave 


of each other, Mr. Keppel's laſt order was, to get on board their ſnips 


as faſt as poſſible, and lead on. 


'T was about nine o'clock, when the Ph Edward with the Fire - 


Drake bomb, bore down tolls the iſland ; and in ten minutes after, 


began the action by throwing a ſhell from the bomb. In a moment, 


* 


the enemy return'd the fire from both forts and batteries; and with ö 
their ſecond ſhot, were fortunate enough to carry away the Prince 


Edward's enſign ſtaff, and ſet fire to an arms-cheſt cloſe by it, which” 


* 


blowing up, kill'd one of the marines. Encouraged by fo ſucceſsful | 


an onſet, and finding the ſhip did not return their fire, they levelled : 


On of their pieces ſo well, that captain F ö Mr. Elliot, of the 


marines, 
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marines, his maſter, with two midſhipmen, had nigh hand all of 
them ſuffered with one ſhot ; which went through the midſt of them 
as they ſtood together, impatiently looking out for their ſecond, - Ano- 
ther ſhot coming thro' the aftermoſt port on the lower deck, broke 
the truck from the gun, but going out at the oppoſite port, happily 
did not hurt a limb. One in particular was more mercileſs; ſtriking 
upon an iron bolt of about eighteen inches in length, it carried it out 
of the timber, bending and rudely bruiſeing it in its paſſage, till meet- 
ing with the unfortunate lieutenant Weſt, it tore away one of his 
hips, and carrying him to the oppoſite fide of the ſhip, bruis'd him 
from the hip to the ſhoulder, in a manner ſo ſhocking, that it had 
been happy had it depriv'd him of life at once! Another, 
on account of the heroiſm of, a private ſailor, deſerves notice; being 

in the fore-top, and having one of his legs carried away by a ſhot, 
with the heart of a lion, let himſelf down from thence hand under 
hand by a rope, ſaying at the ſame time, He ſhould not have been 
ferry for the accident, 1f he had done his duty: but that it 25 ve him 
pain to think, be ſhould die without having killd' an enemy . But 
I will not multiply. — Few, I may venture to affirm, none in the 
ſquadron ſaw her in the midſt of this ſhower of deadly warmth, and 
in a condition ſo unequal'd, without ſending up their moſt fervent 
wiſhes on the occaſion ! 

The commodore, in the mean time, was not an le nor a lle 
ſpectator. He ſaw the Naſſau tedious in getting under ſail: but as 
there could be no reaſon to ſuſpect an officer of ſuch approv'd courage 
as captain Sayer ; imagining ſomewhat foul about the cable or the 
like, might be the cauſe, and expecting every moment would put all 
to right, he turn'd his thoughts to other methods which might poſſi- 
bly be of ſervice. Obſerving that the Fire Drake over-charg'd her 

mortars, (all her ſhells falling vaſtly beyond the iſland, to the ſouth) 
and which they themſelves could not diſcern ; he ſent his boat on 
board the Furnace bomb, with this meſlage, That as they. ſaw the er- 
ror of the other in over- charging the mortar, they would avoid that er- 
fream : and that as the enemy ſeem d bent upon finking the Prince Eqd- 
2 and Fire Drake, be defired they would at the diſtance they then 


ems 
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* This 1 man died ſome weeks after. 


were, 
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were, begin their fire; and endeavour, as much as poſſible, to draw fart 


of the enemy's attention from our ſuffering friends, 'The orders were 


Immediately obeyed ; bearing cloſe under the Fougueux's ſtern, and 
getting upon her larboard quarter, began her fire: ſome of which, I 
think, fell with ſucceſs, tho' I cannot abſolutely aſcertain it. — There 
were ſhells on which I kept my eye for a great way, and immediately, 
in the ſame direction, I ſaw execution done; but I ſhall not abſolute- 
ly aſcribe to her, that which others gave to the Fire Drake.+ | 
: Mean time the commodore, impatient, ſeeing the Naſſau did not, 
or could not, bear away to the relief of the Prince Edward, ſent his 
boat to know the reaſon why ſhe was detained in bearing down into 
her ſtation. Captain Sayer obſerving the boat approach him, ran to 
his gallery, and hailing the officer, aſk'd him if his orders were, he 
ſhould bear away ?—The meſſenger anſwer'd, the commodore won- 
der'd he did not. On which it is faid, how far true I know not, that 
captain Sayer anſwer'd, he had expected a ſignal or further orders to 
that purpoſe. I believe, that moſt of the captains underſtood the 
 commodore's orders. I am not acquainted. with the gentleman, but 


thoſe that are ſay, in commands he is always calm and diſtinct. And 


without hurting captain Sayer, or diminiſhing in the leaſt from his 
courage, which is unblameable, one may venture to ſay, that in his 
hurry he had perhaps not been ſo attentive as he ought. There are 
thoſe who may be ill natur d enough to ſay,” that in time of action, 
miſtakes are far from being well ſuited — but thoſe who live at 
home may talk of dangers with coolneſs, having never ſeen any: 
while at the ſame time, 'tis a wonder the very. braveſt of heroes on 
ſuch occaſions, are half ſo diſtinct as they are. But however theſe 
things are, this officer was ſtill more unfortunate : for after: his an- 
chor was up, his ſhip was ſo long in wearing, that betwixt the ene- 
my's firſt fire, and the Naſſau's taking their attention from the Prince 
Edward, it was little ſhort of thirty minutes—But when ſhe came, 
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the ſatisfaction was ample; and the firſt loſſes were ſufficiently 
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4 I wiſh coly that from this misfortune, our commanders may in the future add to 
their book of ſignals, ſuch as may be of ſervice to bombs on a like occaſion, ſince 
ſhips at a diſtance may know better than the bombardiers, when their ſhells fall too 
wide or too ſhort of the mr. , ATION ROTO 3 e 
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The Naſſau and Dunkirk came down together in their ſtations: 
The fire of the former was remarkably briſk, but not ſo well aim d; 
inſomuch, that her ſhot went moſtly thro the roofs of the houſes, 
and while ſome took place, many went intirely over the ifland; and, 
as is ſaid, by ſome in the fleet, flew over the Fougueux's: ſtern and the 
Furnace bomb as they were getting into their ſtation. I know not 
indeed how ſuch a thing could well happen. — Theſe ſhot, I myſelf 
imagin'd, came from the north point battery, and were pointed for 
the Furnace bomb: I ſtood with a glaſs in the gallery, thro' the Whole 
of the action; and was: pretty certain, not only: from the velocity and 
whizzing noiſe of the bullets in the air as they paſt me; but alſo from 


the fire and ſmoke upon that battery, which I thought I could de- 


pend upon, that they came from the enemy and not the Naſſau. 
Il have been ſince told, (with what truth I know not) from one 
of their principal officers, major Lambert, that they did not fire at all 
from that place; or at leaſt with any deſign upon that ſhip and bomb. 
But waving diſputes of this nature, captain Sayer's fire, was itſelf e- 
nough to ſtrike terror! Captain Digby in the Dunkirk, did not fire 
with near the briſkneſs of the Naſſau, but with more ſucceſs =—— 
not a gun was fir d before it was pointed; and every. ſhot did 
%%% 5 0 ̃ͤ d ͤ % ᷣ .. 
The winds now, as the ſun grew warm, began to lull; greatly 
hindering both the commodore's ſhip, and the Fougueux, from get- 
ting down ſo early as they wiſh'd : beſides which, a ſignal was at 
this time put abroad for the captain of the Furnace bomb; who, to 
come under the Torbay's ſtern, run athwart the Fougucux's lee bow, 
greatly to our mortification, as it prov'd not a little hindrance to 
us in our 5, when by the lulling of the winds we could leaſt 

it. Captain Knight ſtorm'd a little on the occaſion, and could 


not help abruptly hailing the bomb to know for what reaſon he ran in 


his way, when he muſt ſee him getting into his ſtation.— But what 
could be done, but to be patient; he could not run down a friend; 
and indeed our aſſiſtance was but little needed when we came; far- 
ther than the ſight of a ſhip hard upon them, whoſe warm force 
they very well knew (being once their own property), and ready to 

pour forth all her vengeance upon her old acquaintance, might have 
prov'd an inducement to their more ſpeedy ſurrender; for the fury 


ol the Torbay alone, ſeem d ſufficient to have raz d the very founda- 
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tions of | the iſland. itſelf. Nor is it to be wonder'd at, conſidering 
the advantage of her ſituation the commodore having brought up 
with ſo much alacrity and judgement, abreaſt of the angles of 'both 
the weſt point battery and St. Francis fort, that when he was moor d 
the enemy could not bring a gun from thence to bear upon him. 
Five guns only could have touch d him with advantage from the 
whole: iſland, . e. two from St. Peter's, and the ſes I guns on the 
ſmall lunette on the hill, as you go up to St. Michael's (ſee the plan, 
plate VI.); both which bud been, and ſtill were ſo well warm d by 
the other ſhips, that, being by that time "deſerted," ſhe had her 
battery to attack with hardly any "oppoſition. a The indeed, had 
they had it in their powers, the fire from the Torbay was ſo 
terrible, ſo near, and, as I told you in a former ſhort account of 
this action, ſo well amd, that none but madmen could have 
ſtood it ——That ſhip was in one continu'd blaz. of fre; 
and that part of the iſland itſelf upon which ſhe lay, was 
darken'd with a cloud of 188 85 ſand, and So, to 1 degree 
wonderful! . 

esa have wiſh'd the 40 yr one Net the a Cl one, 
would have permitted the ſhip I was in to have got down two or 
three minutes ſooner — but being unmoleſted with ſmoak, noiſe, 
and confuſion, I was made amends on  another-account, as it hap- 
pen'd. Many hundreds of negroes lining the oppoſite ſhore, to ſee 
the engagement and inſpire the diſputants; ſhips bearing down un- 
der topſails only, againſt ſtone walls; receiving the fire of the ene- 
my with an undaunted reſolution,” even to holding them un- 
worthy a return; and following a behaviour of this kind, with that 


flierceneſs natural to ' inrag'd Britiſh war we was a ſeene we awil, 


too grand for deſcription ! 

We are told that the French, the better to ebene thetr m 
and to draw in the free negroes to a more cheerful aſſiſtance, had 
painted the Engliſh in colours the moſt ſhocking 3 inforuch” that 
thoſe very people, terrified to fall into our hands, prick'd "the 
ſoldiers with lances, reproaching them with'the wes of c 
and poltroons, when they themſelves were the fiſt who fled from 
their quarters — ſeveral of whom, carrying tidings to the governo 

in St. Michael's fort, that it was impoffible' to keep the ſoldiers 
"nee: againſt a fire not to be withſtood ; were et back w yer 
82 
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rather flying, to the cover of the caſtle on the hill. Upon which he 


were met by M. St. Jean on the beach, who aſk'd them, On what 
terms the honourable My. Keppel propos d be ſhould ſurrender? 


| brought up in a fituation that no gun could barm_him, and minded 
Lene if 45 


this meſſage, Every, man to bis quarters on pain of death. It is added 
too; that ſoon after, ſome officers bringing the governor the like 
accounts, while they argued with M. St. Jean on the matter, an- 
other account was brought him that three boats had already landed, 
or were landing forces on the iſland. How far credit could be given 
to a ſtory of this kind, is not mine to ſay their own ſmoak was 
the only thing could hinder ſuch an operation from being ſeen; that, 
had not for ſome time before this been very conſiderable ; no ſhip's 
boat had been ſent from the fleet, not even from one ſhip to an- 
other; and how they could: ſeek; to ſcreen themſelves under a pre- 
tence of this ſort, was not only weak but  ridiculous-; nevertheleſs, 
it ſeems the governor was then prevail'd upon to ſtrike his flag, 
which came down in a very ſlovenly manner, as captain Knight in 
the Fougueux was about to drop his anchor: and happy fer both 
they did ſo, as the commodore was that inſtant ordering a ſignal for 
the Furnace bomb to come cloſe under him in the Torbay, and to 
fire from-his mortars grape ſhot of pound balls amongſt the enemy ; 
as alſo, the ſignal for the military in the boats to proceed to execu- 
tion. | | 
Mr. Keppel, in the midſt of noiſe and ſmoak, did not very carly 
ceive the ſilence of the enemy; and at laſt, only ſuſpected they 

ad ſtruck from the ſilence of the reſt of the ſquadron about him; 
for by the time he could flacken his fire, ſo as to look around him, 
not a Frenchman was to be ſeen but thoſe who were running, or 


immediately ſent a lieutenant, attended by his ſecretary, to wait upon 
the governor on the iſland; but, before they got from the boat, 


ſhould fland out for a month: and putting off a. 
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left him this ſignal; That the moment the commodore ſhould fire one 
gun over the iſland, they might begin again when they pleas d. | 
In the mean time Mr. Keppel, little ſuſpecting ſuch a procedure, 
had made a ſignal for all lieutenants, I had myſelf (ſuppoſing the 
hurry and confuſion of the ſhip's duty was over) come from the 
gallery to the deck; and was more attentively, than before, viewing 
their batteries, wondering at the ſame time how, with all the guns 
I could diſcern, they could keep a fire ſo warm as they did; when, 
thro' ſome of the embraſſures or openings of the town, I perceiv'd a 
ſmall regimental flag fly about in great haſte, towards different quar- 
ters; a drum at that inſtant too, being heard to beat to arms 
and obſerving at the ſame time, that as the fly of the flag on the 
citadel was kept hanging over the wall, it was poſſible the affair was 
not yet over, captain Knight approv'd the thought ; but had hardly 
conſulted with his maſter, if it was not poſſible to bring his ſhip to 
have a fairer ſide to the enemy, if it ſhould ſo happen, when, on a 
ſudden the commedore ſent off the lieutenants to their reſpective 
ſhips, who came in obedience to the fignal ; and agreeably to that 
left with the enemy, he fir'd one gun over the iſland, and imme- 
diately after gave them a whole broadſide — the other ſhips firing 
guns, more or leſs, according as they had them in readineſs ; for 
before the reſt of the ſquadron could get their guns reprim'd, 
M. St. Jean finding it impoſſible to keep his ſoldiers to their quar- 
ters, was oblig'd to drop the regimental colours over the walls, as a 
fignal of ſurrendry—And about noon, or a little after, the commo- 
dore ſent a party of his marines on ſhore, who took poſſeſſion of 
the iſland; the governor ſurrendering himſelf and garriſon priſoners 
at diſcretion: and marching up .to fort St. Michael, hoiſted the 
Britiſh colours, ending the ceremony with three huzza's from the 
battlements of the citadel], by the foot of the flag- ſtaft. i 
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Of the loſſes, ſuſtain d on both ſides.— Of the iſland, how far it was 
In a flate of defence. — An Account of the ifland ; its fituation, ſoil, 
ſtrength ; and of things of value found in their flores, 

NR loſſes on this occaſion were but very inconſiderable ;— 

() in all, about twenty men kill'd and about ſeventy wounded, 

The maſter of the Naſſau was the only officer kill'd in the action, 

and of whoſe death there is told a remarkable circumſtance. —He 

ſaw, or it ſeems thought he ſaw, a gun on the ſhore pointed at 
him, to avoid which, going to another part of the deck, a bullet 
from another gun tore him into pieces, ſcattering his bowels about 

the ſhip; and, if I remember aright, broke at the ſame time a 

ſpeaking trumpet in captain Sayer's hand: only one man in the 

whole being loſt to us by: accident, who in ramming down'a charge, 
the gun went off, and, tearing away the port, carried the man along 

with it. | . 8 ol 


But of the loſſes of the enemy, accounts are ſomewhat dark. 
About four o'clock in the afternoon the priſoners were brought on 
board the ſhips of war, to the number of about two hundred and 
ſeventy men; ſome of them drunk and bruiſed by falls, and others 
lightly wounded but able to take care of themſelves: and farther 
than theſe, and one negroe kill'd by a piece of a ſhell, they ſay they 
ſuſtain'd no damage from the ſhips, — not one man being kill'd by 
our cannon ; which, if ſo, there is the greater ſcandal in their ſur- 
rendry. Certain it is, there were only three men who were wounded 
in ſuch a manner as to be ſent to the hoſpital ; one having loſt a 
leg, another an arm, and the third being wounded by a muſquet- 
ſhot in the right breaſt. A twenty-four pounder, upon the north 
point battery, a, over-charg'd with various kinds of ſhot, burſt ; 
rendering, as they humour the ſtory, twenty of their men unſervice- 
able: and on the weſt corner of St. Francis fort, towards the north, 
another gun of eighteen pound - burſt, giving the ſame fate to eight 
more. Now tis well known, that we found very few who were 
really unſerviceable; and if the French, in their rhodomontade, did 
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not uſe the word unſerviceable for dead, it was cruel in them to 


throw their wounded fellow creatures into the fea, It is a general 
cuſtom with the French, as much as poſſible, to deny and make 


light of their lofſes ; tho' 1 know not on what principle of politics. 


it is founded—I ſoon after perceiv'd their church- yard full of new 
graves: and ſure it would tend much more to their honour to confeſs 
their ſlaughter at once, than to ſay they ſurrender d with the loſs of 
one man only. 

It muſt be obſerv'd at the ſame time, that ſeveral . 
concurr'd to facilitate the capture of the iſland by the Engliſh : firſt, 
altho' they expected a ſecond viſit from Britain, well knowing of 
what ſmall advantage Senegal would prove, while they were in poſ- 
ſeſſion of the fortreſs of Goree : and tho' they had even heard that 
commodore Keppel was appointed to command a ſquadron on that 
ſervice, yet had they not the ſmalleſt expectations of ſeeing us ſooner 


than the month of March. So that altho' they had plann'd to the 
number (they ſay) of fifteen new batteries, a few only (I think five) 


had been made fit to obſtru an enemy; and which too, unluckily 


for them, happened to be on that fide we choſe not to attack, — 


To theſe I may add, the ſcum of all France, as the enemy we had 
to engage; and they, withal, to be defended. For tho there were 
ſome, Tho, thro' micloctunes, and accidents of ſhameful, perhaps 
dangerous natures, had come to the torrid zone by a voluntary exile; 
and who beg'd hard afterwards to be receiv'd into the Britiſh ſervice, 
rather than be ſent priſoners to France, and who-no doubt, for that 
very reaſon, would have done their utmoſt to prevent a ſurrendry: yet 
there were others, and indeed the greateſt part, who, being either tranſ- 
er who could not return by law, or grand tour men who were 

ng ere this tir'd of their ſituation, and withing for any opportunity 
to be releas'd, would enter into the pay of the Dutch, the Dane, or 
Engliſh, as ſoon as to be of ſervice to their mother country. Be- 
ſides which, I have been preſent at ſeveral. diſputes, and warm ones 


too, in which Pere Rival, a ſenſible Dominican friar, made no he- 
ſitation in giving it as bis opinion, in oppoſition to one of their 


Principal officers , that they eee Venen not "or well as 
"_— have. been Ae e W 
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This iſland, en call d by the natives Barzkquiche or Beſaquicks; 
was: in-1617 yielded to the Dutch, by Biram (a king in thoſe parts), 
which they kept until 1663, that commodore Holmes took it from 
them. In 1664, De Ruyter oblig d governor Abereromby to deli- 
ver it again to its former owners: and in thirteen years after (i 67 
count d Eſtrees, with eleven ſail of French men of war, took it from 


governor Hopſac; which, notwithſtanding ſeyeral attempts from the 


Dutch, has remain'd ever fince with the French 'till now. It is an 
illand ſituated in the latitude of fourteen degrees” forty-one minutes 
north, and ſeventeen degrees twenty minutes weſt longitude from 
London; about eight leagues to the S. E. of cape Verde, turning 


cape Emanuel; ; and within about three miles of the main con- 


tinent (ſee plate V.). From cape Emanuel, the land trenches 
away N. E. 6 E. forming two bays; in the largeſt of which, and 
oppoſite to the iſland of Goree, lay the tranſports with the regular 


forces: and from thence, with a large ſweep eaſterly, carried off 


to 8. and S. S. E. forms one intire large bay or roadſtead, where 
there is good ground and regular ſoundings, from ten to eighteen i 
fathoms; ſhoaling gradually to the main land, and permitting you 
to run in boldly to the iſland within thirty fathoms, at ſix fathoms 
water. 

Altho' there are ſtones and rats” ſeemingly - foul, alm — 
the iſland, yet there is good anchoring on ſoft ground, at five and 
ſix fathoms, within thirty fathoms of the iſland; excepting, firſt, 
in Goree bay, which will admit ſmall veſſels only until you are open 
with the head-lands, where there is deep water: ſecondly, at the 
point where the Torbay was placed, there is a ſhoal runs out about 
one hundred and twenty fathoms before there is deep water: thirdly, 
below the bombardiers apartments, in a line with the flag-ſtaff of 
St. Michael, another ſhoal runs out forty fathoms: and off from the 
S. W. point, and within twenty fathoms of tlie illend, at low Wer | 
the ſea breaks over a rock. (See plan VI.) | 
Ihe iſland itſelf is about thee, quareers on * in length, 
ſomewhat more than a third of its length in breadth, and in its fi- 
fur reſembling nothing ſo much as a ham of bacon. (ke plate VI. 

its perſpective form it is low and even, except towards the 8. 


end, where it riſes into a ſort of rocky hill, upon which is Gtuated 
We * of St. Michael (ſee plate * This hill has been hitherto 
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_ repreſented ſo very high, that no piece of cannon could be brought 
to bear upon the citadel above, from any ſhip or battery below; but, 
in reality, is ſo far otherways, that either the Torbay or Fougueux, 
from the places in which they lay, could have reduced it to aſhes, —As 

to the Fougueux, I am very certain that where ſhe lay, at about 
one hundred and thirty or one hundred and forty fathoms from the 
ſhore, ſhe could have fired over the citadel, without raiſing her guns 
more than three or four degrees above the common elevation. 


The foil of the iſland is very bad; yet here and there are 


ſeen a few ſprigs of graſs, altho' it boaſts not of verdure.— The hill 
is a ſort of iron ore, which 1 learn'd from the following accident 
taking a ſhip's compaſs on ſhore, thereby hoping to take a few an- 
gles to determine the form of the iſland, I ſoon found the needle 


had not been at liberty: the ſides of my angles would not yield to 


the protractor, and I was at laſt oblig'd to uſe the theodolite.— The 
needle inclines to the N.W, and will differ a dozen degrees in 
one place more than another, A day or two after the full and 
change of the moon is the higheſt and loweſt tides, which rarely 
riſe above fix feet. The weſt fide of the rock is very remarkable, 
riſing up in ſmall perpendicular columns, uniform in their breadth, 
and generally about eight, twelve, or ſixteen inches; altho' there are 
others much leſs, and ſome conſiderably greater in the diameters. 
The ſoil of the lower part of the iſland, is little better It is indeed 
firm, without that heavineſs of ſand ſo common in this climate, 
which makes walking extremely diſagreeable: and in this ifland is 
alſo a very cheerful parade for that purpoſe. But alas, excepting the 
pine-apple, and but a few more comforts of this country kind, their 
gardens, of which they have but two, are miſerable! There are here 
two fountains, or, more properly ſpeaking, draw wells, which, by 
the extream heat of the country, and the difficulty of coming at 


better, may be thought tolerable ; but otherways, even by the brute 


creation in England, would hardly be look'd at. There are beſides 
theſe one more, and which may more properly claim the name of a 
fountain, in a cleft of a rock towards the ſouth ; which M. St. Jean 
kept under lock and key, for the uſe of his family and friends— 
'Tis a kind of ſpring diſtill'd from the rocks, partaking in part the 
mineral taſte, and is a little and but a little better than the others. 


They have moreover ciſterns dug, which, in the ſeaſons of rain, re- 
| H „ 
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tain ſome ſtore of aerial diſtillation as their choiceſt bleſſing : and 
beſides theſe, the two briggs already taken notice of, are ſometimes 
oblig'd to bring from the continent, water as well as wood. 

As for the other comforts of life, the French being in good terms 
with the natives, altho' the iſland be extreamly barren of itſelf, they 
were very plentifully ſupplied from the neighbouring towns, with all 
ſuch roots and vegetables as the country affords ;—poultry, veniſon, 
fiſh, and the like ; and were happy enough to have a conſtant ſtock 
of two or three hundred head of horned cattle grazing in the neareſt 
paſturage : but of this more hereafter, r EPL} 

There are in the iſland, beſides the French natives, upwards of 
three hundred free negroes, inhabiting the plain on the ſouth; and 
who indeed live in a manner wonderfully neat and decent — their 
village itſelf is a curioſity for regularity. In their tempers they are 

fociable ; in their genius, tractable to a miracle; and fo ſenſible are 

they of a proper or improper behaviour us d towards them, that they 

will become of ſervice or diſſervice accordingly. By an eaſy and: 

gentle treatment they are won to any thing, while the leaſt inſolent 

uſage may endanger the throats of moſt of our ſoldiery, and render 
the lives of all irkſome and miſerable. | 

And in this age of warlike improvement, for the purpoſe alone: 
of keeping the negroes in ſubjection, can I conceive the uſe 
of their two forts St. Michael and St. Francis; or, as the Dutch: 
firſt call'd them, Naſſau on the Hill and fort Orange. The ſtrength 
of the former being only with reſpect to its being a battery in barbet, 
by which its few guns can be brought to any quarter ; for unleſs to. 
frighten the negroes, by a momentary ſtroke, it is entirely deſtitute: 
of ſhelter in caſe of a ſiege, which the Dutch found to their coſt. 
in 1677: there is upon it only one poor houſe, hardly proof againſt 
a muſquet-ſhot, mounting only ſix guns, and ſcarcely room for any 
more, altho' P. Labat ſays in 1697 it mounted twenty-four ;. nor 
could the whole citadel contain more than three hundred men, were 
they ſqueez d together as in a croud. As for that of St. Francis, 
| altho' the ſame hiſtorian ſays it mounted twenty-eight guns, it 
mounts in fact only twelve; I believe it never did mount more; and 
I look upon it rather as a ſort of company's warehouſe, wall'd about 
to prevent being plunder'd, than any place of real defence; ang 1 
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Pere Labat calls impregnable *. The fortifications below ; and of 


them, thoſe of the lateſt date, of which are the Negroe batteries, 
St. Philip, the Grand, the Bomb, and the North-point batteries, are 
the only places of conſideration : and even in thoſe, art is very much 
wanted thro' the whole, to give it a real ſtrength againſt a ſquadron, 
or fleet of force. | mo. 

On the batteries, ſuch as they are, there were before the action 
one hundred and ten pieces mounted, and moſtly capable of ſervice; 
only, the falute battery being extremely ſmall, can hardly be reck- 
on'd in the number, unleſs againſt landing of boats in the bay. Of 


the above number there are three braſs mortars, two of them plac'd 


on an eight gun battery, near North-point, are of ten inches diame- 
ter, and made for the company in 1757;—the other, ſituated on the 
four gun lunette on the hill, is of thirteen ;—and to theſe a fourth, 
of iron, and of a form very antique, ten inches, was ſituated in the 


fort of St. Michael, Amongſt the pieces of ordinance found here, 


F muſt not forget one plac'd on the fort of St. Francis, towards the 
landing-place ;—a long braſs cannon of a ſmall bore, towards the 
middle of which is engrav'd the illuſtrious name of Eligabeth regina, 
and nearer the touch-hole it bears the maker's name, — Thomas Pit 


made this pece 1 589. It was taken from the Engliſh by the Dutch, 


taken from the Dutch by the French, and is once more in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of its original owners. Of other warlike ſtores, as I men- 
tion'd before, they had the greateſt profuſion, Nor was it a little 
ſurprizing to ſee barrels and cheſts full of looſe powder and cartridges, 
open and expos'd to the ſultry ſun in every corner ; and loaded ſhells 
ready for execution, without the ſmalleſt care, ſcatter'd about over 
all the iſland, While I trod amongſt them, I will confeſs it gave 
me pain,—Nor do I ſuppoſe the French are altogether unſuſceptible 
of danger; only that this may be given as an inſtance how unguard- 
ed they were, and how much unprepar'd and confus'd for want of 
time, e Ra | | | 

Beſides theſe, there were taken two brigs and two ſloops. One 
of the: brigs was bought into his majeſty's ſervice, call'd the Goree, 


———— 2 — 
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Our author, tho? he differs in this from P. Labat, gives nearly the ſame account 
with the ſieur le Maire, printed at Paris in 1695. | 
x H 2 and 
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and into which the commodore put his firſt lieutenant with an order 
to act as captain. The two ſloops were alſo bought for the uſe of 
the iſland, with guns, &c. to the amount of nine hundred and nine- 
teen pounds two ſhillings and three pence : the other brig being re- 
ſerv'd to carry the ſlaves, to the number of ſeventy, taken in the 
iſland, to the Weſt-Indies, —whoſe value cannot as yet be aſcertain'd.. 
— Of ſilver coin was found to the value of one thouiand eight hun- 
dred and eighty-five pounds. — Money in bills, to the amount of one 
one thouſand five hundred and thirty pounds. — In liquors, to the 
value of one thouſand three hundred and fixty-two pounds. —Bales 
of merchandize to be left at Senegal, valu'd at three thouſand three 
hundred pounds.—Of ſtores, ſuch as rice, flower, wines, brandy ; 
as alſo merchandiſes of various kinds, there were alſo found ; but 
the value of the whole is not ſuppos'd, will turn out more than 
twenty thouſand pounds. We have been told of cheſts of gold 
and gold duſt, which were ſeen carried off and hid; but have not 
been able to learn the truth of ſuch an aſſertion :—all that can be 
ſaid, is, it is poſſible. In negroe huts, or caſes, I have obſerv'd, 
in an apartment not more than eight feet ſquare, no leſs than four 
cheſts lt is certain they have not much occaſion for cheſts ; their 
wardrobes are but ſmall : and 'tis poſſible ſuch things of value as 
could not be carried away, might be diſtributed amongſt their wives, 
their children, and their relations ; and hid away both in cheſts and 
under ground. | 

And now my dear Sir, to put a period to this part of my epiſtle, 


1 ſhall here ſubjoin an explanatory ſection to the plan of the iſland 


of Goree (plate VI.), which I herewith ſend you. P. Labat, 
whoſe deſcription of this place has been long thought the beſt, is ſo 


wild, ridiculous, and incorrect thro' the whole, * that I have been at 


the trouble of delineating it from ſome obſervations taken by the the- 


* The plan and perſpective view of Goree, which our author mentions here, is 
the ſame with which the nation was lately abuſed in the magazines, as genuine. 
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Explanation of the Plan of the Iſland of Goree. 


A. The negroe village. 
The company's gardens, &c. 


C. The Javery. 


P. The armourer's apartment 
and forge. 
Q. The 1 apartment and 
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The negr 0e's fount an. gar den, Fe. 5 
The company's | feuntaiy R. Fc yo ui R.R. 4 12 A 
The governor's fountain. unfiniſh'd. 1 
The hoſpital. | 8. A powder magazine. ; 
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0 chapel. > T. Shades for water-caſes. 
The officers bouſes ; unfiniſb d. 2 W. The landing beech, and entry 
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Huts for labourers. znto the parade. 
. The barracks for carpenters. & V. The (fo of the 1 of St. 


NI. The apartment for bombar- Francis. 


diers. X. The ſhambles. : 

N. Offices, ſtore-houſes, and bar- & V. The burying-place. | 5 
racks for ſoldiers. Z. Ditto for the negroes. 4 

O. The pharmacy and engineers & &. 1 


A rain-water ciſtern. 
laboratory. 5 


Explanation o the Batteries. 


1. Ne ene er,, 
2. The ſalute battery (0) „ 1 
3. St. Philip's battery . „„ 4: 6-0 | > 
4. St. Peter's battery . 5 guns. | 


. Citadel of St. Michael, en Barber. 8 guns. 
90 Nortb- point battery . . . 9 guns, one ſplit. 
F . '-: «| «; fois oj; B gals | 
8. Mei. point batten „5 guns. 

9. A battery unfiniſo . . © 3 guns. 


10. Negra atteries : od 10 guns. 
Four half-moon batteries. en 
„ =} Mata CS OD 


12. Two flanking batteries for the bay 4 guns. 
13. Three paſſage batteries s. . . . 7 guns. 

14. Three braſs one iron mertar , . . 4 mortars, one damag d. 
15. On St. Frances fort. « ', 12. guns, one ſplit. 
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CHAP. VIL 
Of the nature, ſoil, produce, &c. of the adjacent continent, —Of" the 
difficulty the ſquadron met in getting freſh proviſions and water from 
the negroes.—With the tranſactions of the ſquadron at Goree, until 
their arrival at Senegal, | £7 A 


OOKING upon the main land — no mountains; no riſing. 
grounds to be ſeen, the Paps of cape Verd excepted; a beau- 
tiful verdure perpetually preſerv'd. on trees, which, at a diſtance, 
ſeem ſtately and awful in their ſhade ; with a beautiful white beach 
all along the coaſt, intermixt in its view by a delightful looking ſoil, 
a red and ſometime yellow earth, gently raifing itſelf above the level, 
promis'd ſomewhat more than common, and made me long to ſet 
my foot on Afric ſhore. But alas, getting thither, I was greatly 
diſappointed ! — The moment the ot leaves the beach, har- 
den d by the conſtant waſh of the ſea, the next ſtep is plung'd into 
dry, heavy, and looſe ſand; which generally takes one over the 
ſhoes, and filling them with ſand, makes walking extreamly diſ- 
agreeable. | x | | 

Willing however to ſee ſomething of the country, and ſeeing a 
negroe croſs a little rivulet, directing his courſe to the inlands, I was 
prevail'd upon by curioſity to take the ſame courſe; but going out of 
the way, if poſſible to find a narrower paſſage to croſs the rivulet, I 
was imperceptibly drawn into a thicket. of trees, overgrown. with 
underwood. In this fituation, ſnakes and aligators (being near the 
rivulet, which in low water might become freſh) were what gave 
me moſt uneaſineſs: but I had hardly got above two miles and a 
half from the ſea, when my ears-were accoſted with a noiſe ſo un- 
common and tremendous, that I began very earneſtly to wiſh my- 
ſelf from whence I came.—I had a great way to go back; the noiſe 
could not be far from me; and a glimmering of open air, appearing 
a little a- head, induc'd me to continue my courſe, with the addition 
only of a little more haſte ; and in a quarter of an hour I got into 
opener ground, where I had the ſatisfaction of ſeeing at ſome little 
diſtance two oes, | one of them arm'd with a muſquet and ſabre, 
the other with a bow and lance;—I did not much admire making ſuch 

| \ ; 5 ac- 
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0 Wenne in a place ſo wild and ſolitary; but ſo circumſtanced, 
the figure of a human creature was alleviating. They behaved too, 
in the end, wonderfully civil — They have, on this coaſt, a very un- 
couth dialect; nor from any tone or change of the voice, can a 
ſtranger diſtinguiſh when they ſooth, or when they threaten : when 
they ſee a ſtranger at a diſtance, they ſtop ſometimes and call him 
to them; which, while it alarms the one, is done by the other purely 
to avoid the giving of bad apprehenfions ; ; imagining they give leſs 
uneaſineſs to a ſtranger by that method, than were they themſelves. 
to make up to them, or follow after. Knowing the little acquaint- 
ance Europeans have with their language, they are alſo in their con- 
verſations oblig'd to uſe motions and actions to be underſtood, which 
ſometimes adds greatly to a ſtranger's apprehenſions and alarms; ſuch 
as, for example, upon their wanting to know if he has got any 
thing curious to ſhew, or to ſell them, they will put their hands 
into his pockets, and will even pull things from thence. But I at 
this time found, and had afterwards frequent opportunities to con- 
vince myſelf, that their intentions were far from being bad; and 
never refuſed to let them ſearch me as much as they pleas'd. L have 
even permitted them to take the ring from my finger, which after 
looking at it and putting it on their's, have return'd it with ſatiſ- 
faction, and not a little pleas d with the truſt put in them. I men- 
tion theſe in particular, becauſe others of our people, forming diffe- 
rent and diſadvantagious opinions of their principles from their un- 
- poliſh'd manners, have behaved to them with a cavalier roughneſs, 
which, ſtriking them with filence and aſtoniſhment, has, I am 
afraid, ſow'd the ſeeds of an indifferent underſtanding betwixt us, 
from our earlieſt acquaintance. But to return from this, T hope not 
improper, digreſſion. My two new acquaintances had been looking 
out for game, of which there are here great plenty, ſuch as par- 
tridges, turtle-doves, wood-pidgeons, pintado or Guinea fowls, hares, 
deer, roebuck, &c. &c. And altho' they had not, as at that time, 
got enough to return home withal, yet were ſo obliging (for a little 
biſcuit) as to part company, that one of them might conduct me 
back to the town of Beeng; at which place I arriv'd after a circuit 
of: ſix or ſeven miles, where. meeting a marabout or prieſt, who 

ſpoke French, I learn'd that a tyger had come down to thoſe parts 
two . before, 2 had already W one of his townſmen. 
Tou 


* 
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You may imagine, after this, I did not any more venture into the 
woods by myſelf. —I went however, in company with negroes, and 


once with ſome Engliſh gentlemen, to ſeveral parts of the conti- 


nent, but could not meet with any thing that afforded me great 
ſatisfaction. a 4 „„ iy | 
The ſoil, tho' a little firmer, the farther you go into the country, is 
at beſt ſandy, full of cockle ſhells, mix'd here and there with long, 
coarſe, parch'd graſs; and if not with trees, is almoſt overgrown with 
ſhrubs. The Palm-tree, in various ſpecies, (fig. 4. and 6. plate 4.) 
indeed raiſes their heads from different quarters to diverſi 
the ſcene; with them too I may mention the calabaſh and the 
Pappau; (fig. 10. and 7. plate 4.) and in particular a tree whoſe 
fruit the negroes call monkeys-Bread, adds to the whole a kind of 
grandeur. This tree is frequently found ſeven or eight feet in diame- 
ter at the root ; which tapering for ten or twelve, to a diameter of 
three, four, or five feet, it then branches out into a great breadth as 
well as heighth, (fig. 1. plate 4.) In the ſummer they bear a broad 
leaf, ſomewhat like the maple in ſhape; but in the winter, at which 


time I ſaw them, there is nothing remaining but the fruit, which the 


negroes as well as monkeys uſe. (fig. 2. plate 4.) | 
The fruit itſelf is uſually about twelve inches in length ; at the mid- 
dle it is about four or five inches diameter, gradually carried off to a 
point. Its ſkin is thick, hard like a ſhell, and covered with a coarſe 
green down like velvet. Within, the pulp is not unlike a fine white 
Sugar-cake, intermixed with great quantities of ſeed, ſomewhat reſem- 


bling that of the tamarind : and in its taſte has a very agreeable tartneſs. 


There is alſo here, another remarkable tree, of the ſame ap- 
pearance with the other in every thing, excepting the fruit, which are 
from one to about two feet in length ; about three, four, or five inches 
in diameter, rounding off at the extream ends: has a green ſkin like a 
melon ; and like them too full of ſeed, of a white colour ting'd with 
yellow; the pulp white ting'd with green, and ſomewhat firmer than a 
melon; which hang from the branches on ſmall ſtrings of half an inch 
diameter, to the lengths of twelve, twenty, and thirty feet, (fig. 3. 
plate 4.) It were an eaſy thing to multiply, if not from knowledge, at 
leaſt from books; but that is the ſource from whence moſt of our 
hiſtories are rendered ridiculous and obſcure, I have, for inſtance, 
read of trees a gun ſhot in height, and the like: I believe there are no 
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tertained with numberleſs trees, ſhrubs, plants, and roots; 
will be highly neceſſary for the naturaliſt, to become firſt well ac- 
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ſuch trees I ſaw none at leaſt——and ſhall not ſay any thing 
but what I had from the beſt information or perſonal knowledge. 


A lover of natural hiſtory might be here. very 3 en- 
ut it 


quainted with the country in general, and to cultivate in particular a 
good underſtanding with ſome of the moſt ſenſible and beſt ſkill'd of 
the natives; and not in that looſe way, that Voyegers generally pick 


up their information. 
I took notice before, how diſinal a place the iſland. of Goree was, 


for want of the common comforts of life — and indeed this part of 


the continent is not greatly better. The common products are 
the millet, or maez, a ſort of ſmall grain pounded and made into 


either ſanglet, or kuſkus, a kind of bread much us d by the Negroes ; 


the indian corn, the Banana, or Plantin, the kidney bean of various 
kinds, the pine apple, the cocao nut, the guaya tree, the lime and 


BY lemon trees, citrons, dates, tamarinds, yamms, melons, honey, palm 
| Wines in varieties; and ſome few others of a ſtill leſſer value to Euro- 


peans, are there to be had; and by humouring the negroes, may be 


: brough t to the iſland as to a market. 


ere are there alſo many fair looking herbs; but the negroes have 


no notion of fallads, and the Europeans ſeem indolent about finding 
out their virtues, whether good or bad. 


But what yields the moſt conſtant and delicious repaſt, is the ele- 


. ment around them. I have ſeen in the bay, to the eaſt of the town 
1 Ys as many fiſh taken with the ſeyne, in two hours, as would 


ſatisfy a thouſand men, ſome of which are remarkabl 
as there are others ſurprizingly beautiful, ”— TOO) 


\ The 6K of thoſe remarkable, is the ock cod: it has a large eye 


15 Gwelling over the ſurface of the head, full three quarters of an — 95 " 
is of a dark brown mixed with red, clumſily formed, but excellent in 


eating. Of others, there are the king fiſh ; the baſs, ſome of which 
weigh d ſixty and ſeventy pounds; the turtle alſo is there to by wed, 


with many others, too common to mention. 


The cavally may alſo be reckoned beautiful: it is white, 7k A | 


Hin: tinge on the back ; next the head i it ts ſomewhat of a deeper 


I 4 oY blue ; 


there are plenty of che fiſh known by that name. 


blue, and like the ſkip- jack its eee are not ace . 
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bete age in Plenty h fn calld the o ler hal ef e e 
breadth as length; and very thin; it has a beautiful White ſcale, 
mix d with blue and green en the back; has nerally. five. black i. 


belts ; and is particular in a falſe mouth which it cots out for” about 
half an inch, as occaſion requires. bow als 5 F, 


We found likewiſe the bream of a beautiful ſcarlet, with blue ſpots © | 


on the fide of its head, and red eyes: and being near the whe, he K, 


One in particular, Gnght by a line in the ri of Conley maſt 850 


In its mouth, which is ſmall, are a ſort of teeth, which 


be forgot. 


were it not from a ſmall N in the micidle of the mouth, would 


be one entire tooth from ſide to ſide; ſome from thence have cat's it 
the rabbit fiſh : and from whence it appears, that even the ſhell fiſh 


ſecured in their dens, are not here without an enemy. It has a belly 7 
of a flabby nature, which can be ſtretch'd to a great compaſs, and 
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which is white and rough; its back is a deep green, and about the 


middle betwixt the back and belly is a ſtripe of white tincti d with 
green; near the mouth it is ſpeckled with yellow ; the joint of the fide 
fin, and the tips of the tail are bf a beautiful blue; it has no ſcales; and 


I am told, but I believe without reaſon, that! it muſt be 1 againſt, Pans 


hn, o— 4, 1 Si: 


How poiſonous. 


„. % 


There are *. . is bin he &ip i or — wt not 
much unlike a mackarel in taſte and ſhape, but can hardly be 


ſaid to have ſcales; it is beautifully variegated with yellow, green, 
azure, purple, and white; its head ſhines like flver burnithed Ke 
and has a remarkable ſmall: black ſpot near the _ 17 85 *, W 


There are likewiſe the common 15 Tygets, 11 We 1 


mean the ſhark and baracutta; ſo that a' ſtranger in thoſe parts, will 


do well to be careful how he fois, for the latter of whom, con- 


ſtantly fly to a man's middle: and alſo, how he wades amongſt the 
fiſhes while the ſeyne is hauling a-ſhore, becauſe the tyzer and the 
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common ſharks are frequently drawn aſhore with the other fiſh,. 
Care muſt be alſo us'd, to oblige the negroes, nor refuſe them a part 


of the draught, which they expect as their due, and will wait upon 
him for that purpoſe. (See fiſhes, plate VII., 


But it is now time to return to the ſquadron. Having ſpent the re- 
mainder of the day, or rather the evening of the day, after the action, 
in making indifferent quarters as agreeable to our priſoners as poſſi- 
9 5 we reſted till the following day before we chang d our an- 
chorage. 

fg 4 o'clock on 9 1 twenty-ninth, the ſignal was made to weigh ; 
when turning the ſouth end of the iſland we anchor'd once more in 
Goree road, within a mile of the iſland ; the citadel bearing S. S. W. 
and our depth of water ten fathom. 

And now, to the reducing the fortreſs on Goree ; the next thing 
which took up the commodore's attention, was to carry the ſquadron 
home, that it might as ſoon as poſſible be of further ſervice to his 
country. For which purpoſe, as far as was in his power, he turn d 
himſelf to avoid all unneceſſary delays—eſpecially to keep, if poſſible, 
from going to water at St, Jago. But in thi s there were difficulties to 
be ſurmounted. 

Formerly, when captain Marſh paid this iſland a 9 7 being in 
want of water, he ſent on ſhore to the continent if poſſible to obtain 
ſome — But the negroes very frankly told him, that as they were in 
peace and friendſhip with the ſubjects of France, they could not with 

any face of juſtice ſupply or cheriſh their enemies : but as ſoon as he 
ſhould make himſelf maſter of Goree, he ſhould find them as faithful 
and ſerviceable to the ſubjects of Britain, as they had hitherto: been to 
the French. 

But at this time, altho' the fort of Goree was in our poſſeſſion; like 
a coy maid, when one objection is remov'd, they fly to another. They 
muſt next be bribd. The cadi wou d by no means permit of our 
coming aſhore either for water or refreſhments, unleſs a daſhy or pre- 
ſent, was made to their prince; one of the jalof kings, and, who is 
_ call'd (I think) Buiram. Upon which ſeveral. palavers (for ſo they 
call conferences) inſued; and in which, M. Du Chome became, as 
was ſaid, of ſome uſe to the ſquadron ; tho as to myſelf, I never could 


learn in what, —He ſpoke. Bach tis true; but fifty beſides him 15 
I 2 the 
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the ſquadron could do the ſame: and the ſecret abhorrence the 
natives could not help having for this man, not only as a mur- 
derer and a traitor to his natural prince, but as the enemy of M. St. 
Jean, muſt rather have detained than forwarded our buſineſs. 
But beſides water, conſidering how long our people had liv'd upon 
falt proviſions, another grand article was freſh meat ; in which there 
were alſo ſome difficulties to ſurmount.— The French, as I have already 
taken notice of, had in ſome neighbouring paſturage npwards of three 
hundred head of cattle, the company's property, which the negroes 
unjuſtly ſeiz'd as theirs; and the Engliſh at that time, glad of any ſort 
of freſh proviſions, they ſold them at their own price: oblig d us to 
take even calves, or little older, mixing alſo with them the lean and ill. 
thriven of their own herds ; and albeit one with another, they 
. weigh'd not more than an hundred and fixty weight, yet five bars of 
iron, or twenty-five ſhillings ſterling in value, was the price we were 
_ obliged to give for each, or want. They were indeed, altho' not fat, 
very well taſted; had a white fine grain, and ſuch as were young 
were very tender and delicate. I wiſh I could give future voyagers, 
as good a character of their water.—The watering place is about a 
mile from the town of Beeng, to the eaſt, and near about one quarter 
of that diſtance from the ſhore, in a muddy ſwampy ground. —The 
method that has been taken to obtain water, and to preſerve it for uſe 
in this place, is by ſinking caſks into the marſhy ground, having one 
end taken out, and the other, together with the ſides, pierced full of 
holes; by means of which, the water ſtrain'd as thro a cullender, fills 
-tolerably quick, (having plenty of theſe drains: ) and altho at 
firſt it looks white, is muddy, and earthy taſted, by the quick drawing 
it from the drains, yet the mud conſiderably ſubſides by keeping, and 
will amend greatly both in taſte and colour. It is certainly wholeſome, 
as the natives uſe no other; yet to prevent bad conſequences to people 
unus'd with ſuch ſort, we put the loggerhead red hot into every caſk 
of water : and which I reckon, will be no improper caution to others. 
Waterers too (if they chooſe not to be us d ill, or perhaps kept pri- 
ſoners) muſt be careful every turn they make with their boats, to c 
with them a bottle of brandy—That, the cadi, or his ſubſtitute for 
him, conſtantly exacts as his perquiſite, altho it is given out, as a 
cuſtom due to their king; and the ſubſtitute, following a good example, 
is ſeldom pleas d if he has not a dram and a piece of biſcuit for him- 
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ſelf. This is all they demand; it is the ſame for the largeſt boat 


as the ſmalleſt: and is a toll very well beſtow'd. The ſubſtitute was 
a conſtant attendant ; and as he told me, having orders to puniſh with 
immediate death, ſuch of his people as ſhould unjuſtly abuſe the Eu- 
gliſh ; he preſerved a great deal of decency and good behaviour be- 


twixt both people, during the whole time of our watering ; which was 
finiſh'd on Wedneſday the tenth of January. 

During which time the ſquadron on board, were employ'd in ſend- 
ing part of the troops on ſhore to Goree ; in repairing the damages re- 
ceiv'd by the enemy's ſhot; taking the mortars from the ketches, 


on board the great ſhips, to make them more lively on the ſeas ; and 


 -otherways cleaning the bottoms of the whole to fit them for our return. 


At which time too, on the iſland, was open'd a public fale; ſuch a 


one was at leaſt ordered by the commodore; for diſpoſing of ſuch of 
the merchandizes as might be of future uſe to thoſe officers and ſol- 


diers, who were deſtin'd to be left behind us: and it had been better it had 
been managed as publicly as it was deſign'd : on the contrary, I will an- 


ſwer for the gentlemen on board the Fougueux and Prince Edward, that 
all the negro boys were diſpos d of before they knew ſuch a ſale was to 
have been. —But this is to be put to the ignorance or mean deũgns of 
clerks only. | | | N 


My remarks more diſtant are as follows. On Sunday the thirty- firſt 
of December, a ſnow came into the road of Goree from Senegal; 
bringing accounts, that the garriſon there was grown very thin, both 
on account of natural deaths and ſlaughter; and were at the ſame time 


in melancholy circumſtances for want of proviſions. On the third 


of January, the Saltaſh ſloop was diſpatch d to Britain, with the news. 


of the action; by which we had the pleaſure of ſending our letters to 


our friends, On the fifth, two fails appearing in the offing, the 
commodore ſent to the governor of Goree, to hoiſt the French colours 
on the citadel, which all the ſquadron alſo did; and the Fougueux 
and Fire Drake, fliping their cables put out to ſea; but could then 
perceive no more than one fail; a Dane bound ſouth, who after be- 


ing brought to the commodore and ſearch'd, was immediately diſmiſſed 


on her voyage; the other being no more than a negroe canoe, many 
of which have two maſts, and carry two coarſes (or lower fails) and 
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On the ſame day fail'd alſo three tranſports under cartel, to France, 
with the priſoners and their baggage, taken at Goree : and on the ſame 
evening, captain Knight in particular, received an order to lay at ſingle 
anchor, to be in a conſtant readineſs to ſlip and chace upon future oc- 
caſions: when on the ninth, we again gave chace, bringing in the 
Eſcortte ſloop, from Sanaga.— She had no other news than what we had 
heard before ; and which at that time too, we had confirm'd by the 
arrival of a lady from Sanaga, who had been driven thither over land, 
by meer want! | | Spe | 

On the eleventh and twelfth, we were employ'd in bringing on 
board the ſquadron, ſuch of the bale goods, &c. as did not fell at the 
auction before mention'd ; and on the twelfth about noon, we 
bad farewell to Goree ; Major Newton, the governour, ſaluting the 
commodore with fifteen guns, was return'd from the 'Torbay with an 
equal number. . ; fon: e 

Our ſquadron was then reduced to thirteen fail, having left be- 
hind us at Goree, the Experiment, the Roman Emperor, and 
Goree brigg ; and having nothing to ſtop our return to England, but 
leaving the remainder of the land forces at Senegal: the commodore 
gave orders that each ſhip of war ſhould take a tranſport in tow, the 
more ſpeedily to beat up the paſſage; and without diſtinction of ſhips, 
or ſeniority, the beſt ſailor plied the ſooneſt. In five days, that is on 
the ſixteenth, we all reach'd the mouth of the river Sanaga; which 
from about the diſtance of fix leagues, in a muddy ground, 'there are 
regular ſoundings from fifty to eight fathoms, being then within about 
two miles of the bars; Fort St. Lewis appearing over the land to the 
north, about N. N. E. Nothing happened in this run remarkable, 
but the death of the much lamented and unfortunate Lieutenant Weſt 
on the fourteenth; by which our king and country have loſt a juſt offi- 
cer, a brave ſoldier, and a good man!“ | FE WF e 
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Comparing the above obſervations at Goree, with even the lateſt F rench author 
M. Adenſon, we find their deſcriptions differing widely, an air of rhodomontade 


running thro the whole of the French traveller. 


- CHAP; 


COAST OF FCA, 1; 


CHAP; VI -_- 


An adventure of our author's, up the river Sanaga or Senegal; in 


which is deſcrib'd the danger of the bars in its mouth — with 
directions for fleering a courſe over them. | 


Ino the time of our arrival at Sanaga, until our departure on 
the twenty-third, the ſquadron being employed in ſending the 


troops to Fort St. Lewis; permit me to entertain you during that in- 


terval, with an adventure of my own. 
Lou muſt know firſt, that in the mouth of the river, there are two 
bars; that on the north is often dry at top; and the other, tho there 
is water over it, has not more than ſix or ſeven feet on many places; 


making thereby three ſeparate channels, altho the Sieur Brue, ſays two 


only—the north, the middle, and ſouthermoſt. In the rainy ſeaſons, 


the freſhes come down the river in torrents; inſomuch, that the ſea 
has not the leaſt mixture of ſalt at the very mouth of the river.—Now 


at ſuch times, if the ſea breezes, which generally prevail in the day, are 


high, or if they ſhall continue for a day or two, without the uſual re- 


turn of the breezes each night from the land, the impetuoſity of the 


river being thereby curb'd in its courſe, becomes furious and to a de- 
gree terrifying. Even then, altho' the freſhes were far ſpent, and the 
falt of the ſea prevail d for near twelve miles up the river, yet we faw 


upon the bars in our ſhort ſtay there, running ſeas breaking, and ſurfs 


flying, to a height amazing! And altho' few choſe to go over thoſe 


places for pleaſure, yet I could not think of leaving the coaſt of Africa, 


without ſeeing ſome old friends, left there from its firſt ſurrender, and 
who had doubtleſs, undergone many of thoſe hardſhips, of which we 
had diſmal accounts. To have an opportunity therefore of a boat going 
thither with troops, I went on board a tender the 18th, betwixt the 
hours of four and five in the morning; and about nine o'clock. 
we were all in readineſs to put off. Sixteen choice rowers, with a 
ſteerſman and mate, were ſent from the Fougueux to carry up the flat 
| bottom'd boat: but the maſter of the tranſport propoſing to go up the 


Sanaga himſelf in his long boat, I was prevail'd upon to go in company 
with him, in preference to the loaded flat bottom. The ſea winds had 


blown freſh. all the preceeding day; had continued to blow alſo thro? the 


night 3 
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night; and at that time the bars look'd fo diſmal, my ſkipper was 


loath to think of putting off. However, partly in earneſt and 
partly in jeſting him on his fears, he was at laſt prevail'd upon to 


give it a trial; reſolving at the ſame time to conduct himſelf by a 
brother ſkipper, who had been at an anchor there for ſix weeks, was 


curious in his way, and better acquainted with the bars than him- 
ſelf; ſo putting off he order'd the flat-bottom'd boat to ſteer to that 


© maſter's ſnow which lay in our way, and to windward : —when alas 
- our longboat, which was quite new upon the tranſports leaving 


England, and had never been tried or put into the water, could 
hardly keep herſelf above without a conſtant bailing! and what till 
added to our miſery, and could not be ſo eafily help'd was, while 
we were. oblig'd to tack to windward, ſhe three times miſt ſtay- 
ing, when after all our endeavours, falling bodily to leeward, and 
in danger of being drove out to the ocean, we were oblig'd to throw 
out a grappling into the fea, which we luckily had on board, and, 
lowering our fails, hoiſted a ſailor's jacket to the maſt-head, as a 
ſignal of diſtreſs! We had nothing elſe in our power to do, and it 
was by mere chance we were reliev'd ;—for ſuch of the men of war 
as were near us, eaſily ſeeing it was a merchantman's boat, were hu- 


mane enough to give themſelves no ſort of trouble about us. I ſay, 


by chance; for the commodore having occaſion to ſend on board of 
this maſter's tranſport in particular, for an account of his ſtores, &c. 
as the ſteward was providentially in the boat with us, the midſhip- 


man was under a neceſſity of finding his ws thither ;—and even 


then the maſter could not give him any ſatisfying reply, unleſs he 


were on board his own veſſel ; but yet to regain which, the mid- 


ſhipman could not give the leaſt aſſiſtance, without the permiſſion 
of his captain. My ſkipper, however, having happily on board a 
large jugg of London porter, applied the balſam according to art :— 
after a hearty ſwigg or two, my gentleman and his crew became a 
little more pliant, and giving us a pull as far to windward as the 
commodore's ſhip, we had an opportunity of applying to captain 
Owen for farther aſſiſtance: but after a good deal of pain and trou- 
ble in getting along-ſide of the Torbay, that officer, who himſelf 
felt not our ſufferings, could not be prevail'd upon to take from our 
uneaſineſs.— He refus'd not, however, to allow us to make uſe of 
the ſhip's main-yard tackle to unſtep our maſt, which, with the 
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water was ſo ſwell'd in the ſtep, was other ways immovable; and by 
that means being become of leſs reſiſtance againſt the winds, we 
put off from the ſhip, when, adding my own ſtrength to the reſt of 
our crew, and broiling for two long hours at the oar, we at laſt 
reach'd our tranſport again; when, having got enough of it for one 
day, and at the ſame time ſeeing other boats making fruitleſs efforts, 
we ſet ourſelves down contented, in hopes of better weather ſoon, 


My hoſt did what he could to entertain me in the beſt manner his 
veſſel would allow, and Bis frankneſs made amends for a very un- 


comfortable night. 


On the day after, vetting the fler bottom d boat in ene * 


ing the yawil for our uſe inſtead of the long- boat, and getting the 
maſter, as before mentioned, in a little {kiff to pilot us over the bars, 
we once more ſet out. Our firſt courſe was to the north entry, 
which is narrow, and where, if there is any ſtrong current of the 


river or ebbing water, there is no ſmall danger of being carried upon 
the north bar, whith i is dry at low water, maugre all the force that - 


can be clap'd to oars, unleſs the wind is alſo favourable, which was 


at that time not at all to be expected, —and therefore a thing, on 
no account, to be attempted. We rowid next to the middle 
channel, one look of which abundantly. ſatisfied us, the maſter of 
the tranſport being ſtrongly inclin'd to return from whence he came, 
looking upon it as preſumptuous to approach too nigh. However, 


aſter ſome entreaty, I prevail'd upon him at leaſt to take a look of 
the ſouth channel, whoſe only good property is, that, being to lee- 


ward, if a boat is caſt away, there are hopes ſhe may be drove 
aſhore, where lives may poſſibly be preſerv'd ; but upon our ap- 
roach, we were glad to return again as faſt as we could, the middle 
channel, bad as it was, being far preferable to the ſouth. - Having 
put our helm a- weather, and directed our courſe to the tranſport 
again, we very ſoon perceiv d two more flat- bottom d boats pullin 
towards the ſouth channel; which induc'd- me to plead: with the 
maſter to lie upon his oars until they came up with us, leaſt it 
ſhould be ſaid we fled from that which another in our ſight might 
perhaps attempt, and poſſibly accompliſh. He was extreamly averſe 
to the propoſal, but ſhame. prevented his return. The boats at 
length coming up with us, and enquiring what we thought of the 


bars, my ſkipper. anſwer d, Ss . twas tmadneſs fo attempt 1 ; 
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for bis part be would not: and then he hail'd the officer in his 
own flat-bottom'd boat, to go on board. By this time being con- 
vinc'd that twas pure timorouſneſs, or at leaſt the natural back ward - 
neſs that people who are employ'd by the month, having no honour 
to loſe, have againſt running their heads into danger; and feeing the 
other boats unmindful of what my ſkipper alledg'd, purſuing their 
courſe, I took the liberty to hail the mate of the Fougueux, who 
commanded in the flat-bottom'd boat, and beg'd him not to keep 
ſo far aloof, but to row near us, nor be afraid too ſoon of the dan- 
ger. 1 applied next to my commander in chief, that he would 
take heart of grace, and once more take a look of the middle chan- 
nel. God keep bim from endangering the lives of ſo many men; was 
his anſwer. I told him, people who look'd upon their lives as their 
country's, muſt not think of danger when duty call'd them; and 
beg'd him to conſider, that there was a young gentleman in the 
flat-bottom'd boat, who tho' he might be partly under his direction, 
as being in. his boat; yet, as being a king's officer, and belonging 
to a ſhip of war, he would ſuffer no ſmall reproach, was he to turn 


his back to his duty becauſe the maſter of a merchantman thought 


it dangerous. He ſmil'd, and ſaid it was well for me I was igno- 
rant of my danger -I confeſs'd the danger, but gave my opinion 
that it was more terrible in Appearance than in reality; and that 
in a few years, ſhould Britain keep poſſeſſion of the place, an 
Engliſhman will think no more of going over thoſe bars, than a 
Thames waterman does of ſhooting London Bridge. But my 
ſkipper had been thrice caſt away upon ſuch places, and knew 
the danger too well to run upon them for the future.— However, 
the ſhocking appearance had wrought ſuch an effect upon his 
imagination, that, aſſuring himſelf no other boat would venture 
more than himſelf, he was prevail'd upon to go back to the middle 
gut, where once more laying on his oars to look at the breakers, he 
again aſk'd his brother maſter what he thought of the matter. His 
anſwer was the ſame as formerly, to wit, that he could venture 
without apprehenſion of conſequences'in his own boat, which was 
light, but he knew not what to think of the others; he was un- 


acquainted with the nature of flat boats; he believ'd there might be 


danger ; and did not chooſe to fay farther :—at the ſame time, if we 
choſe to venture, he left us theſe directions to wait cloſe u 1 
7 . the 


COAST OF AFRICA. 67 


the northern breakers, with the purpoſe to take the middle channel 
as the ſafeſt; and as we obſerv d, that after the breaking of one 
great ſea, two or three ſmaller followed, and then for ſome minutes 
after proved ſmooth ; ſo we would find our account in following hard 
after che-breaking of the great ſea, / puſhing boldly. forward; and cau- 
tious at the ſame time of keeping the wreck of a ſhip (which lies here 
high and dry on the ſhore) in a line with a tree on the northern de- 
clivity of a little white ſandy hill: with which directions he left 
us, ſaying at the ſame time that as there were but ſmall bopes of 
croſſing the bars that day, he ſhould have a dinner ready for us on 
our return. But now ſeeing: the flat-bottom'd' boats before men- 
tioned, returning from the ſouth to join us at the middle channel, 
we puſh'd in our yaul cloſe upon the northern breakers, with our 
broad boat at a little diſtance from us—I was glad to find the dan- 
gers became leſs with my ſkipper, upon acquaintance ; but could 

not prevail upon him to make a bold puſh at once. We were now 
four in company, laying upon our oars; ſometimes going up to look 
at the breakers; we would next drop down again; again to our oars, 
and take another look—when one of the boats obſerving the calm 
that enſued upon the breaking of a great ſea, and being aſham'd to 
go back, at once bid his men give way: they. ſtop'd again, but 
twas for a little; they gave way once more with a cheerful heart, 
and the other followed Looking on my ſkipper, I aſk d where 
his danger was then? upon which, with great calmneſs and indiffe- 
rence, he hail'd the mate in the great boat, what he thought of it, 
and if he would venture? I could not contain myſelf longer at. a be- 
haviour ſo daſtardly, and I am afraid I forgot myſelf a little in my 
expreſſions on the occaſion. In which, however, I call d out to 
the people of the flat- bottom d boat, to give way after the others 
immediately; and that if they gave any other anſwer to ſuch a 
queſtion, than a reſolute launch into the danger, they ought for ever 
to be aſham'd they had once belong d to a ſhip of war. They obey d 
inſtantly, and gave wayy tho almoſt then too late; for before we 
got half over the channel, the ſeas roſe and broke ſo high that the 
people in the great boat loſing heart, p ull'd but deadly when their 


_greateſt efforts were moſt needed. . near them, and unim- 
ploy d, I did what I could to chear them up; but in ſpite of all, 


before we could ea our boats over the Mages, We TECEIV't d the 
| K 2 ſhocks 
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ſhocks of four ſeas: — none of which however did the harm expect- 
ed from them, farther than wetting the people, and driving us to 
lee ward, even within a little of the ſouthern bar. We got quite over 
about three o'clock, or after; and as we had then fourteen miles to 
tug againſt the ſtream, we jump'd all hands into the water, and 
wading to the ſhore, not only lighten'd the boats, but, having 
brought ſmall ropes for the purpoſe; drag d them up along the ſhore, 
at a much faſter rate than oars could pull; in which, however, our 
people being unacquainted with the river, and night coming on, 
they had not trac'd them above four miles, when they run them 
aſhore upon a ſhoal, ſo faſt that we gave over all hopes of getting 
on our way again ſooner than nine in the evening, when the tide 
would mares ana af? amoge i ” ES, BY. 185 
Mean time I amuſed myſelf along ſhore, in a manner different 
from the others, but which was no more than in ſearching for 
ſhells, when ſome uncommon herbs in my way ſtruck my attention, 
and amongſt the reſt a large creeping plant, upon which hang a 
fruit, form'd and in every other way in its ſhape, very much reſem- 
bling the kidney-bean, but larger than the Windſor broad bean, 
having generally nine or ten in a pod; they cover large ſpaces of 
the ground, grow on a ſandy foil, creep out to the length of eight 


or nine feet, the leaves grow in threes as in the common kidney- 


bean, and the ſmall foot ſtalks, by which each of the three are 
join d to the main ſtalk, are thick and glandulous ; a circumſtance I 
have not obſerv'd in any other plant (ſee fig. 11. plate IV.); are fair 
to look upon, and ſuch as were full grown, were far from being 
undefirable.* I was then however an hungry, and thought ſo; and 
had eat a good many of them, when a negroe coming that way, 
urg'd me to throw them away, giving me by ſigns to know that 
they were not fit to eat. Several of the ſoldiers breaking off at times 
from tugging at the boat, follow'd my example as far as to pull ſe- 


veral and put in their pockets, but not daring to eat what they ſaid 
they did not know, they then bleſt themſelves not a little they had 
not been ſo raſh, and began to pity my fate. Having however never 
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Some of theſe, from ſeeds which I brought with me from Sanaga, are now 


growing at Sion-Houſe, the ſeat of the right honourable the earl of Northumberland; 
and at Mr. Lee's nurſery at Hammerſmith. 


read 
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read in any natural hiſtory of any bean being poiſonous, and recol- 
lecting at the ſame time that the caſt and Toh ing countries retain 
and hold in eſteem many of the Pythagorean notions, I flatter'd my- 
ſelf that their not eating of this bean, was from ſome ſacred reaſon, 
rather than any poiſonous quality; and ſurpriz d the ſoldiers con- 
ſiderably, in continuing to eat them (to the face of the negroe), un- 
till I had ſatisfied the cravings of nature. I will confeſs to 
you, that ſhortly after I had a violent out-ſtriking, which giving me 
uneaſineſs continued increaſing upon me for eight days afterwards, 
attended with a flux, and which was immediately attributed to ſome 
malignant quality in the bean; but purſuing my adventure, the fol- 
lowing are reaſons which with Sch more probability might have 
been the real cauſe. Jumping from the boat, to the middle, in the 
ſea; continuing wet for a conſiderable time; to avoid the dangers of 
an unknown coaſt, going again on board the open boat at ſun- ſet; 
where, with the preceeding night's want of reſt, and the fatigue 
of the day, I in that condition inſenſibly fell afleep by the fide of 
my pilot, who had got his pipe a-light,. and diverted away the ſharp- 
neſs of the evening in a e e prudent manner. 
In this fituation I lay until the people, after a moſt ſultry 
day finding the evening the more chilly and difagreeable, were 
pleas'd to beſtir themſelves from their lethargy ; -and by a force 
they choſe not before to exert, they of themſelves got the boats into 
deeper water, when taking to the oars, cheering up each other by 
turns; by the help of the tide, which ſoon followed us, or perhaps 
was then, tho' to us unknown and irregular, we reach'd the iſland _ 
of Sanaga, betwixt the hours of eleven and twelve that night. 
Where leaving my ſkipper and the mate, to look after their things 
and their crew, my firſt enquiries were after my friends; with 
whom, learning they were well and upon the iſland, I had the plea- 
fure of paſſing the remainder of the night to ſatisfation._——But I 
will not trouble you with the meetings of friends. You have a more 
generous diſpoſition than to think friendſhip like love ſhould be con- 
fin'd; and the happineſs and little innocent enquiries with ſome of 
my friends in a climate fo diſtant, was but a fore-taſte of that 
which I hope I ſhall enjoy with you all, when Heaven ſhall be 
pleas'd to ſhower down the bleſſing of peace upon Europe 
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CHAP. IX. 


Of the arrival of Treſor Mughtard, king of Leghiboli—Of bis recep- 
tion by the Negroes —Of his being received in ſtate at fort St. Louis 


—With a deſcription of his court held there, on the arrival of the. 
nem governor, colonel Worge. FFF 
HE morning following preſented me with a ſcene of a very 
extraordinary nature ; the arrival of Treſor Mughtard, king of 
'Leghiboli,—a conſiderable: prince in thoſe parts, who came to con- 
gratulate the new governor on his arrival at Senegal. 
His firſt appearance was on the Barbary ſide of the river, attend- 
ed by his nobles and retinue, mounted on horſes and camels, to a 
very conſiderable number. A cavalcade of this nature being to me 
a novelty, I went down to the river's edge oppoſite to the Mooriſh 
town (ſee plate IX.) where the king ſoon after halted until he could 


inform the governor of his viſit. A canoe immediately puſh'd from 


the continent, bringing over a meſſenger from the king, with an in- 
terpreter ; the latter of whom accoſting me in a very barbarous ſort 
of Engliſh, aſk'd to be carried to the governor : and whom having 
led to the officer of the guard, they were immediately conducted to 
the colonel. Hereupon a barge was order'd round, with captains 
Allen and Hamilton, of the marine, to wait on his majeſty and to 
conduct him over the river, while major Maſon waited at the river- 


_ fide to receive him on the iſland : all which his majeſty, however, 


thought a parade too little. 15 3 
It ſeems it had been a cuſtom with the French, for their gover- 
Nors to go in perſon to receive and conduct crown'd heads into the 
iſland ; and the king finding only two military officers, made a, great 
many heſitations, and could not eaſily put up with ſuch a diminu- 
tion of his uſual honours. Whereupon captain Hamilton repreſent- 
ed to his majeſty, that he was not to expect thoſe ſubmiſſions for- 
merly paid by the French The French were only a company of 
merchants, trading men, and their governor a private perſon only: 
While the Engliſwwere the immediate ſervants of the king of Great 
Britain; their governor the repreſentative of his el and could 
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enſued a long confabulation amongſt his nobility upon the matter, 


and the king was at length prevail'd upon to go on board the barge 


with part of his retinue, attended by the two Captains: but on his 


arrival at the ifland, there aroſe a ſecond miſunderſtanding about 


getting out of the boat. The boat being deeply loaded, could not 


be brought to the ſhore by many feet : two marines therefore jump'd 
into the water to carry their own officers dry on ſhore, who went 
out before the king on purpoſe to aſſiſt the major in receiving him 
on the iſland ; and the interpreter thereupon gave to underſtand, that 
thoſe marines who brought their officers on ſhore dry footed, ſhould 
alſo attend his majeſty on the ſame purpoſe. But major Maſon, with - 
captains Allen and Hamilton, being of opinion that it would be im- - 
proper to begin them with any ſort of treatment they would think 
too ſer vile to continue, beg'd leave to acquaint his majeſty by his 
interpreter, that it was not the cuſtom of the kings of England to be 
ſupported by any but Engliſhmen, and for the ſame reafon Engliſh- 
men mult not ſuffer themſelves to become the ſervants of any other 
potentate whatever, So that after a farther conſultation with his - 
nobles, his majeſty was pleas'd to be carried aſhore on the ſhoulders - 
of two of his own attendants. _ ; 

Upon his being ſet on ſhore the. major receiv'd him with a ſalute 


of ſeven guns, acquainting him that if they had diminiſh'd ſome of 
the honours which a merchant-company thought their intereſt to - 


comply with, they made it up in military honour by an addition of 
five guns :—for it ſeems the French gave on theſe occaſions, two 
guns only. From the river-fide, as the King was conducted a-croſs 

the parade to the fort, he was met by a company of negroes attach'd * 
to the Leghiboli moors, who danc'd before him in a manner the moſt - 
uncommon imaginable, until he was receiv'd into the fort by a cap- 

tain's guard. The principal dancers were women, nine in number, 
and placed three and three a-breaſt. The middle perfon of the row- 
_ neareſt the king, while ſhe danc'd ſtooping ſhe ſpread out her garments - 


like wings as a token of ſubmiſſion ; and the two outermoſt women, 


dancing, ſung alſo a ſong, in the chorus of which they were join d 
by the other ſix dancers, with certain notes, or rather ſcreams, . 
ſome treble, ſome tenor, ſome counter, ſome baſe; and all of them - 
at the ſame time clapping their hands, and throwing their bodies - 
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into many extraordinary, extravagant, and ſome into indecent poſ- 
tures. | . 
la this manner arriving at the fort he was led up to the gover- 
nor's apartment, where was placed a great chair, with a ſhewey 
covering or carpet thrown over it, in ſome degree to imitate a 
throne, in which governor Worge, with much civility, ſeated the 
king; and, during the audience, ſat himſelf uncover'd in his pre- 
ſence. | 
The appearance of this court was the moſt ridiculous imaginable, 
and the repreſentation mult I dare ſay pleaſe you. ks 
In the firſt place, you muſt know that the great room or 
hall into which the king was uſher'd, was no other than that which 
the governor uſes as a dining-room for the numerous company he is 
often pleas d to entertain; and this accident happening at a very un- 
fortunate time of the day, the table was already cover'd for his 
gueſts However, unprovided in greater convenience, in the midſt 
of that diſorder, the honeſt well-meaning governor admitted his 
royal viſitors. Suppoſe now to yourſelf, a man of ſix feet, well 
made, of a grave aſpect, his beard decent, abating his colour, 
comely ; dreſs'd in a looſe robe of coarſe worſted gawz, broad ſtriped 
in blue and white, his robe ſleeves of fine white linnen, looſe and 
flowing in the manner of a ſurplice; his crown made of ſcarlet 
cloth ſtuff d, I imagine with griſs-griſs, (fig. 5. plate VII.)—or ra- 
ther a ſort of ancient diadem than crown, encircling his temples ; 
from the back of which did hang ſome ornamental part of his dreſs, 
and made of the before mention'd gauze ; with ſome part of his 
arms and hands, as well as the lower part of his thighs and legs 
bare, and ſandals on his feet. This is the figure of the prince. 
Suppoſe to yourſelf next, the above figure lolling on the arm of the 
chair ſet for a throne; one leg laid on the other knee, and all the 
time of the audience (as a farther mark of indifference and ſuperi- 
ority), diverting himſelf by picking or rather cleaning his teeth, with 
a ſhort twig from a tree which he had pick'd up in his way hither *; 
now and then diverſifying the ſcene a little, by whiffing from a ſhort 


* * ht ct. At _— _ ” Rats 61 


Probably a twig from the ghelola-tree, reſembling very nearly the oſier, and in 
great vogue for its value in this uſe, Fs. | 


tobacco. 
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tobacco-pipe which one of his nobles preſented him with, and 
which his majeſty, aſterwards wiping the end he had in his 
mouth, was graciouſly pleas d to honour his principal counſellor 
with a whiff of the ſame tobacco. Suppoſe too this favourite ſome- 


times ſitting, ſometimes ſtanding on the king's left-hand, while his. 


guiriot or chief muſician, upon a ſeat at his right-hand, during 
the audience, thrumm'd moſt wretchedly upon a lute or in- 
ſtrument of the guitar kind, made of a calabaſh, and ſtrung with 


horſe-hair : beſides theſe, the interpreter ſat betwixt his majeſty 


and the governor, and the reſt of the nobles took their ſeats as 
they could; ſome of whom were arm'd with ſwords, ſome with 
muſquets, and others with lances, or bows and arrows, made up 
this ſtrange court! 7 03-2 HA. 1 
Being thus ſeated, after about five minutes ſilence, governor 
Worge, ſpeaking to the king, hop'd he ſaw his majeſty in good 
health? Which being made known, the king gave a nod with his 
head, and the interpreter anſwerd he was well: ſoon after this, 
his majeſty enquir'd if king George was well when the governor left 
England? To which the colonel reply'd, his majeſty was then in 
good health; and in return enquir'd after the health of the queen of 
Leghiboli, which was anſwer'd as before. All which queſtions, 


with ſeveral others of a like nature, ſimple and common, were eaſily 
underſtood, and eaſily anſwer'd on either fide; | but when they 


came to talk of buſineſs, they hobbled terribly, - The Arabs or 


| Moors very ſoon came to an old and favourite ſcheme of theirs, viz. 


the deſtroying of Poydore, and erecting a fort at Port en Derrique, or 


Pertendique ; and the Engliſh as ſoon got to their more favourite and 
ſubſtantial topick, —roaſt-beef to their plumb-pudding.— But alas, 
each gave the other ſo little ſatisfaction, that I began very heartily to 
pity the poor colonel in his government! Aſter a long and much- 
meaning filence, he look'd up, and with a figh, which he endea- 
vour'd to prevent, wiſh'd he had ſome one could underſtand them. 
Major Maſon talk'd a great deal; and not only as if he underſtood 
them, but as if they alſo underſtood him :—though, for my own 
part, I look d upon all we ſaid to them, not being underſtood, as 
| tending to little purpoſe ; while it appear'd to me the governor, at 


leaſt on his ſide, if not the major himſelf, underſtood ftill leſs of 
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what the Mooriſh interpreter ſaid to them; ſo that after a long 
conference, they ſpoil'd their dinners to very little purpoſe, and 
*twill be well for them if this proves the only one :—it ſeems this 
was to be their conſtant amuſement for ſeveral days to come. 
he governor muſt maintain the king and his retinue, who will 
ſometimes condeſcend to ſtay for a week or two before his depar- 
ture, — at which time he will be graciouſly pleas d to fuffer him- 
ſelf to be loaded with prefents, and in return will perhaps be 
obliging enough to promiſe what he will never afterwards think 
of. | | 
But before I leave this mock court, I muſt not forget to deſcribe 
to you the favourite miſtreſs of one of theſe great men, who 
alſo made her appearance on this occaſion. She was fmall in ſta- 
ture, differing nothing from the colour of the males, had her fore- 
head concealed with one part of her head-dreſs, while another 
cover'd the lower part of her face, even to her eyes, and was 
ſuſtain d in that poſition by her noſe only; for at times ſhe 
would let it fall under her chin, to regale herfelf with a pipe of to- 
bacco, the ſmoak of which ſhe took in at her mouth, but threw it 
out in a ſurpriſing manner from her noſtrils. Her dreſs was looſe; — 
but what was extreamly ſingular, her ancles were encircled with two 
large clumſey rings, and as I imagined of pewter, about an inch 
and an half in breadth (as in fig. 88. plate VII.) and rounding off on 
both edges, like the rim of a pewter jordan, deſign'd doubtleſs 
to preferve them from galling her ancles but, nevertheleſs ſeem'd 
vaſtly inconvenient, and made her ſtraddle in her gait moſt ſhock- 
ingly, potting me in mind of a horſe fet-lock, and feemingly de- 
fign'd for a like purpoſe, Roe | 
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Of the progreſs of Chriſtianity in theſe parts,—confider'd to our ſhame, 
The inhabitants of Senegal, in genteel proceſſion, wait on the gover- 
nor .—An account of the people; particularly their women :;— In 
which our author thinks it far preferable to mix with them, than 


to ſend white women to the torrid zone, 


| tho' leſs diverted, by a proceſſion of a different nature. 
The Romiſh clergy here have, to their great honour, been at vaſt 
pains to make converts to Chriſtianity, and have had good ſucceſs in 
ſnatching many from the ignorance of Paganiſm, and many from the 
deluſions of Mahomet ; which converts have now ſuch a venera- 
tion for the religion taught them and things ſacred, that they held- 
the Engliſh for ſome time in very great contempt ; and ſeeing nei- 
ther prieſts nor ceremonies amongſt them, would hardly be perſuaded 
they were Chriſtians, and would: by no means permit them to bury 
their dead in their hallow'd ' ground. —Carrying matters ſo far, as 
even to think that with the French we would alſo chace religion 
itſelf from the iſland. On this ſubject I am told, a lady of di- 
ſtinction there, the princeſs Pennetica was heard to fay, That 
qohile ſhe was ignorant, and a Pagan, ſhe was happy ; but now ſhe 
began to find, that being a Chriſtian would make her miſerable ! Our 
countrymen at that time endeavour'd to calm them in this point by 
a falſhood, which however took; which was, that they were good 
_ Chriſtians, but that they had the misfortune to loſe their chaplain in 
the paſſage. But what they will be able to ſay for themſelves now, 
is more than I can reſolve. Above a thouſand people, men and 
women,—in a ſtrange land, in a land of infidels, in a land of fick- 
neſs and of death ; unattended by the chaplain of any of the regi- 
ments, either to adminiſter the ſacraments of Baptiſm and the Eucha- 
riſt, either to inſtru& them in their duty while in health, to give them 
eaſe or comfort on a death-bed, or to attend their aſhes, like Chri- 
ſtians, to a grave, muſt ſtrike every reaſonable and ſober-minded 
175 with an awful concern! The chaplain of a regiment, while 


O. the day following, being ſunday, I was pleas'd much better, 


ock remains in a Chriſtian country, may have a ſeeming ſuffi- 
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cient excuſe, at leaſt to man, for his neglect; however he ſhall an- 
ſwer it to his maſter : but for a pricſt to ſtay by the fleſh-pots at 
home, when ſome hundreds of thoſe for whom he muſt anſwer, 
are gone to ſo deſolate a country as this, are the very ſhepherds 
who feed themſelves and not their flock : but although the 
Engliſh, to their diſhonour, have carry'd no paſtor with them ; 
God in his good providence, has not left thoſe infant Chri- 
ſtians without a guide. There is in the iſland a gentleman (al- 
though a negroe) of extraordinary good ſenſe, a good education, and 
withal polite ; and not from authority, ſo much as the knowledge 
of his honeſty and other amiable qualities, has obtain'd ſuch aſcen- 
dancy over the minds of the inhabitants, that his voice is with them 
a law in every thing. On ſundays, and other holidays, his 
houſe becomes a chapel, where a. very decent and conſiderable com- 
munity meet together, the gentleman himſelf officiating to them as 
paſtor; ſo that Mr. Charles, for ſo he is call'd, may be truly Ril d 
their king, prieſt, and lawgiver. 

On ſunday, I ſay, after divine ſervice was over, the alone 
Mr. Charles, attended with all the Chriſtians (the chief part of the 
inhabitants) came in a very genteel proceſſion of two and two, 
the men firſt, with the women following, to pay their com- 
pliments to the governor on his arrival upon the iſland, who havin 
aſſur d him of their obedience, beg'd they might be protected from 
any inſult, and hoped they ſhould not be forced from thoſe 
houſes which had ever been their own properties, and not the 
French.——At the ſame time preſented a memorial of the above, 
fign'd by moſt of thoſe who waited on him; which Mr. Charles, as 
the mouth of the whole, deſir d might be tranſmitted to his Bri- 
tannick majeſty. The governor receiv'd their addreſs with a great 
deal of fatisfaftion ; could not help taking notice, that they were a 
very fine people; and diſmiſſing them, afſur'd Mr. Charles that 
inſtead of their houſes being taken from them, if for want of room 
in the garriſon he ſhould be oblig'd to billet officers upon the in- 
5 112 they ſhould be paid lodging-money according to their 


And I aſſure you, they were nothing ſhort of what the governor 
ſaid : the males, botls 0 and at Govee,” are N 
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ſtrait, and well made, have not that thickneſs of the lip and 
flatneſs of the noſe, that common ſlaves and negroes farther to the 
ſouth are always found to have, and moſt of them go very decently 
apparel'd, and in the French taſte ; but this is tobe underſtood of the 
inhabitants of the iſlands only where the French were ſettled. The 
ſubjects of the neighbouring princes, who are very formidable, and 
who can bring to the field thirty thouſand men, five thouſand of 
which mounted on the fineſt Arabian horſes, arm'd with various in- 
ſtruments of war: even the ſubjects of Seratick himſelf, who they 
ſay fits on a throne of filver, and is ſerv'd in plate of moſt coſtly 
value, are clad in no other dreſs than the common negroe ſlaves, 
which is a piece of linnen wrapp'd about their middle, with 
the addition of a ſmall blue covering, thrown looſely over their 
ſhoulders : being greatly given to ſuperſtition, beſides the above 
dreſs, thoſe who go to war are plentiouſly loaded with griſſgriſs or 
gregories, ſmall cloth or leather bags containing little flips of written 
paper, which they purchaſe from the marbuts or prieſts, meaſuring 
about three inches in circumference, variouſly faſhion d, but gene- 
rally quadrangular: in theſe they put great truſt, and are charms 
they imagine will prevent them from almoſt every kind of danger, 
and which they hang about their necks and arms (fig. 6. plate VII.), 
with bracelets of ſilver or braſs, bent about their wriſts (fig. 7. plate 
VII.): but all theſe fooleries thoſe. who have embrac'd Chriſtianity, 
and were much amongſt the French, have entirely caſt off. As to 
their women, and in particular the ladies (for ſo I muſt call many 
of thoſe in Senegal) they are in a ſurprizing degree handſome, 
have very. fine features, are wonderfully; tractable, remarkably 
polite both in converſation and manners; and in the point of keeps 
ing themſelves neat and clean (of which we have generally 
ſtrange ideas, form'd to us by the beaſtly lazineſs of ſlaves), they 
far ſurpaſs the Europeans in every reſpect. They bath twice a 
day, upon every occaſion they waſh from all kinds of moiſture ; 
and in e a have a very hearty contempt for all: whiter pro- 
ple, who th y imagine muſt; be diſagreeable, our women eſpebially. 
Nor can even their men, from this very notion, be braught to o 
upon the prettieſt, of our women, but with the:coldeſt:indifferences 
ſome of whom there are here, officers ladies, who dreſs vf ſhowey; 
aud who even in England would be thought handſome, You e 
n 
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perhaps, ſmile at all this; but I aſſure you "tis a trutly. Negroes to 
me are no novelty; but the accounts I receiv'd of them, and in par- 
ticular the appearance of the females on-this occaſion, was to me a 
novelty moſt pleafing. They were not only pretty, but in the dreſs 
in which they appear'd, were even deſireable. Nor can I give you 
any drapery more ny reſembling theirs, than the looſe, light, eaſy 
robe, and ſandal, in which we ſee the female Grecian ſtatues attir'd ; 
moſt of which were of exceeding white cotton, ſpun, wove into 
narrow ſlips of ſix or ſeven inches, and ſow'd together by themſelves. 
Their hair, for it differs a little from wool, very neat and curiouſly 
plaited ; and their perſons otherways adorn'd, by earings, necklaces, 
and bracelets, of the pureſt gold. 1 5 
And indeed I cannot help thinking, that it was to the benefit of 
the African company in general, and the happineſs of thoſe they 
| ſent abroad in particular; that, with ſuch promiſing inhabitants, the 
French ſufferd no white women to be ſent thither. Nor do I 
think it would be wrong to follow their example. If we conſider the 
good of the public, our mixing with the natives ſettles their affec- 
tions on the moſt laſting foundations: and if we conſider the bene- 
fits accruing to thoſe in particular whom we have ſent to the conti- 
nent, it muſt have ſtill a greater weight. A few women amongſt ſo 
many men, find it almoſt impoſiible to continue chaſte, eſpecially in 
the army; but on the contrary contract diſtempers, which, with the 
drudgeries camp-women are ſubject to, as waſhing, iron- 
ing, 9 in ſo e. a climate, hurries them to their 
graves, ing even many ir male companions with them, 
—many melancholy examples of which e er, already ſeen 
in this land ! Whereas, on the other hand, the natives have a thou- 
times their chaſtity, ànd by being in their natural climate, are 
of being of much greater uſe in a family. To which I may 
add, chat ſhould any of our delicate young gentlemen of the army have 
mortification to be hereafter ſent into this part of the torrid zone, 
and who may not poflibly be able to bring themſelves to any 
thoughts of marrying with a negroe, they will here find mulattos 
—————̃—— 
A 5 are full as fair, as | 
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But tho' I talk in this free manner of thoſe females, a European 
will find himſelf prodigiouſly diſappointed, if he ſhall fancy he has 
nothing to do bus to take to himſelf a ſeat and fit down: 
I believe, that although there are proſtitutes amongſt them, yet 
while many may confeſs they have been rebuff'd with diſdain, 
few of the Engliſh as yet, with any ſhare of trath, can boaſt 
of having obtain'd illicit favours.—— It is true, a prieſt is not 
fo neceflary a perſon at the diſpoſal of parties in marriage in this 
country, as in others: family properties are but ſmall ; the world is 
wide around them ; and, being enough for every body, the rifing 
generations may pitch themſelves caſes or huts where they can find 
room. In other parts of inheritance, thoſe natives have not yet de- 
generated ſo far into the love of money, ambition, and power, as 
not to truſt to each other's honeſty ; nor does the bonds of ſoci 
fo greatly conſiſt here in the care parents take of their children's edu- 
cation, that a man and woman ſhould be afraid of each other, with» 
out the moſt ſacred engagements ; and if a female can be brought 
to like her ſuiter (who I ſhall ſuppoſe a European), and before 
agen and perhaps the prieſt, will conſent to live with him; to 
*tis a marriage, nor need the huſband be afraid of her honeſty. 
Tis true the huſband may not look upon a ceremony of this nature, 
as able to bind him from ranging eMewhere, or perhaps taking an- 
other wife, which, tho' done amongſt the natives, is uncommon to 
Europeans; and when he grows tir d of his partner, it may not be 
in the power of women here, more than wives at home, to change 
a vitious inclination : but if there are fervices of the moſt fignal, 
neceſſary, and endearing natures, as well in health as in diſtreſs, with 
which women bleſs us, and which were we denied the benefits and 
enjoyment of, would render our lives the moſt miſerable of the cre- 
ation, I would adviſe inconſtant gentlemen who may go thither to 
think a little, and be very cautious in their amours : for while the 
deſerted lady is in no ſort of fear of being long a widow, the rover 
will have better fortune than his neighbours, if he will fo ſoon find 
another wife. I ſpeak this, only with reſpe& to the private contract 
of a European ; for the laws here permit not the natives to put away 
a wife, or wives, more than ours at home. 85 
But with theſe good qualities in the ſouthern ladies, 1 muſt not 
omit another, tho I ſhall leave it to yourſelf in what * 
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lace it—whether in the noble or ignoble column. As we in 
— have a weapon, conveniently laying by the fire ſide, - vul- 
garly ſtil'd the woman's weapon; ſo have they here, but of a nature 
far more tremendous. There are few women who have not in 
their houſes, ready hanging on a nail, the ſaw of a ſword-fiſh, with 
which in occaſions of quarrel they tear and mangle each other in a 
manner moſt dreadful (ſee plate VIII.). Nor are they altogether 
tame to the inſults of a male, — even their huſbands. + Although the 
princeſs Pennetica was prudent enough to put up with an affront ſhe 
receiv d from major Maſon, which ſhall be more particularly taken 
notice of in courſe, there are tories told that her lan TY 
Ds + St. «a has er felt the weight of bet OY 
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of Tier curious. 07 the balafo, the grand 'inflrument f 58 
' amongſt the negroes.—Of the taſte of thoſe Africans, in muſic and 

Poetry. Of Sanaga.—lts de eſeription, ſoil, firength, 8&c.—IWith an 
- "account of a public table-cinver ſation, concerning the conduc? Ja cap. 
Pains Dons and * "uy the ave k-th Giree. Bee 


\F natural Sites, my obe ſtay there rl me via bar- 
ren; and chiefly in the hiſtory of plants, trees, &c. or vege- 
tables of any kind ——Being at that time the winter ſeaſon, I ſaw 
the production of that ſeaſon only; and remaining but a ſhort time, 
I could not ſee even thoſe but in one ſtate. As to the animal cre- 
ation, the numberleſs deſcriptions we have had of thoſe moſt com- 
mon and remarkable, makes the bare naming them at this time ſuf- 
ficient :. and as from this part of the world is brought our ivory, 
of conſequence elephants are plenty: the freſh water river brings 
alligators in A > rf numbers: there is here alſo the lion, the 
tiger, the antelope, the camel, the dromedary, the parrot, of va- 
rious forts, colours, and fizes ; the oftridge, the camelion, &c. &c. 
moſt of which I ſaw at that place. There is alſo a fiſh of particular 
beauty, __ without the ves by the hook, which from a grunt- 


ing 
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ing noiſe it makes when brought out of the Water, is call d by ſome 
the drum, by others the grunting-fiſh ; the folds in its gills are a ſhin- 
ing azare, its head like burniſh'd filver, the belly 3 Fele White, 
the top of the head, and a liſt down its ſide frott head to talf, com- 
poſed of red, white, and yellow, {pangled, and the reſt was chang- 


able, like the neck of à dove, in Colours of blue, white, yellow, 
D plate VM) 75 TT ren 


But a curiolity of a mechanical nature, I met with there, deſeryes 
a particular deſcription”: one of thoſe inſtruments of muſic,” call d 
the ballard, balafo, or balafeu, ' purchaſed by the late French go- 
vernor of fort St. Joſeph, at Galam, at a conſiderable price, defign'd 
as à preſent to the duke de Richlieu. The frame of the inſtrument 
is of wood, of about four feet in length, one foot in height, and on 
the 'left- hand, or baſe, its breadth is about . eighteen inches, falling 
off to nine or ten on the right or treble hand: on the top of this 
frame,  length-ways, are ſtretch'd large gut ſtrings, clear of the 
frame, upon Which are placed nineteen pieces of lignum-vitz, of 
different lengths, the longeſt eighteen inches, placed on the leſt, 
diminiſhing to ten on the right, about an inch and an half in 
breadth, and a quarter leſs in thickneſs, which ſerve for notes, and 
are ſtill farther 'diminiſh'd in theſe dimenſions, as the artiſt ſhall find 
requiſite in tuning the inſtrument. Under theſe timbers are ſtretch'd 
a convenient number of ſmaller gut-ſtrings a-croſs the frame; and 
thereupon, to lengthen the tones, are hang'd calabaſhes, a fort of 
dry'd gourde, two and two a- breaſt, and of different ſizes, from 
eight or nine inches in diameter, under the baſe” notes, to two or 
three under the treble (fig. 4. plate VII.). This inſtrument is play d 
upon by two ſmall hammers, or mallets ; the heads of which, to 
ſweeten the ſound, are made of gut- ſtrings wound up, and ſew'd 
firmly together; and altho' its muſic: cannot be but incompleat, it has 
a certain ſoft and melancholy ſweetneſs, extreamly plating, reſem- 
bling the tone of no other inſtrument I have ever heard, and is a 

muſic fitter for a lady's chamber, than a ball room, altho Jobſon 
ſays he heard it above an Engliſn mille. 
And this leads me to conſider another part of the . e of 


thoſe natives — their proficiency in muſick itſelf, as well vocal as 


* 


. by 
to 
— 


inſtrumental. The preſence of the prince of Leghiboli, had brought 
hither people of various abilities; amongſt which, I had the pleaſure 
ö 


of 


— 
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of being entertain d with one of their güiriots, and who was it ſeems 
a eg per former. His ſong, from his action, ſeem'd to be a detail 
of ſome battle or great man's hiſtory; which he ſung in a ſort of 
'recitative,; and at nd of every ſentence (upon a lute, or inſtru- 
ment of the ſame kind that the mughtard's chief muſician entertain' 

his majeſty withall) he play'd a ſort of ſymphony, moſt commonly 
of four notes, eſpecially in the paſſionate parts, and at others, he 
lengthen d them out to four bars, (ſee fig. 5. plate VII) But his 
action in the vocal part, was the moſt ſurprizing I have. ſeen— 
He put himſelf into violent paſſions, till he would ſweat and 
foam like a madman ; and in accompanying the words with an ac- 
tion ſuited to the ſtory, would ſometimes ſtamp with his feet, and 


threaten with his hand, would kneel, and even lie down; would 


ſooth, and threaten again, ſo that it appear'd to me, the performer 
was enthuſiaſtically poſſeſt with ſome ideas of inſpiration, or at leaſt 
ſeem'd deſirous his audience ſhould think fo ; which laſt is moſt prog 
bably the caſe. The negroes believe thoſe impoſtures are all of them 
inſpir d, or at leaſt are familiar with the devil, and altho' they humour 
and enrich the ſycophants, to have nad ag! hr hs alive, they deny 
them even the common burial rites when dead, and are ſtuck up 
erect in hollow trunks of trees, leaſt the earth or water ſhould be 
Of their poetry, as I can be no judge of it from their language, 
I ſhall give you a ſpecimen of it in broken Engliſh, ſuch as I heard 
at Goree, being a ſort of ſong with which they us'd to flatter - the 
Engliſh, after the ſurrendry of that ifland. © 
WWW ĩ ᷣðͤ v 
England a Come England a Come! _ 1 
Pep, pop, pop ! Pop; pop, pop ! Pop, pop, pop ! Pop ! 


In the finging of which; with n ſneer, they drawid out 5 


the words Pop, on the French fide, but on the part of the Engliſh, 


with cheerfulneſs and vivacity; intimating thereby the great difference 
betwixt the quickneſs of firing on board the Engliſh-ſhips, and the 


— 
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But to return from theſe digreſſions. I have with the other draw- 
ings, ſent you alſo a plan and perſpective of the iſland (plate IX.). 
The negroe town there, like that at Goree, is wonderfully re- 
wok but more numerous, and large, containing at leaſt twenty- 
even hundred ſouls. The inhabitants there likewiſe, . being 
many of them of. high rank and family, have adorn'd the iſland 
with ſeveral lofty and gay buildings, both cool and convenient. As 
for the garriſon, or fort St. Louis, it is ſo weak and inſignificant, 
that major Maſon, leaſt the ſhocks of ſalutes, and the morning and 
evening guns, ſhould throw down the walls, was oblig d to bring 
down two pieces of cannon to the parade for thoſe 2 ; and in- 
deed it can be look d upon as little better than a place of lodgement 
for the officers, and ſtorehouſes for the company. Being but twelve 
miles from the river's mouth, and divided from the ſea by a very 
narrow ſtripe of ſand, of a quarter of a miles breadth, upon which 
the aber town is built, its ſoil is alſo ſandy, and walking diſagree- 
able—The parade however - maintains a verdure, as alſo a ſquare in 
the negroe town towards the north, and are firm. Without the 
town, going to the north end of the iſland, there is alſo firm walk- 
ing, and a verdure, with ſome mangrove trees; and indeed, at this 
point, there is ſeemingly a tolerable. good foil. I was alſo told by 
captain Hamilton, that a few miles above this, as he went to Poy- 
dore, the landſkips began to pleaſe him; and a little farther he be- 
bir er with a 5 ug ne foil :—if fo, 1 is no ſmall wonder 
hey have not as yet je ingenuity or forefight to bring down in 
ers boats, e as ee that ſoil as would at leaſt im- 


prove to themſelves a tolerable garden; —ſince all garden-ſtuff is very 
d a80td £1 f as 614 aparchy* 1 
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much wanted, | | 
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And this recalls me to another ſcene before I bid adieu to the 
iſland. I mean to dinner,—to a place where many of the officers 
made a public and agreeable meſs. Not that I am to deſcribe the 
fare which theſe gentlemen on the torrid zone were fain, in the ſer- 
vice of their country, to put up with; and that too in a time of 
ſcarcity and want Nor that I would call upon your humanity, 
by putting you in remembrance of the many wretches in England. 
who will turn up their noſes at the beſt in your markets, while 
theſe have been glad to ſatisfy the waſte of nature, with oo. 
1 3 
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beef or raiſty pork.— I bring you to this ſcene. on ancther ac- 


On the day of our engagement at Goree, you may remember I 


took notice, for a reaſon which ſhould afterwards appear, that his 


majeſty's ſhip the Fougueux was even the very firſt in being, in rea- 
dineſs to caſt, her anchor being firſt a-peek. . I had however the 
mortification, 'a few days afterwards, to hear an officer.of the Naflau, 
at the public bite ado ee of the action at Goree, ſay 
that the Naſſau was long kept from going down to the enemy, by 
the Fougueurx's' being dilatory in getting ready to follow them. I 
knew the gentleman to be modeſt, ſober, and a diſcreet officer; and 
therefore; thinking there might be ſome miſtake in the account, I 
was ſatisfied at that time to put the gentleman right, by ip forming 
him that ſo far to the contrary, the Fougueux was as ſoon, or near 
as ſoon, ready as the Prince Edward herſelf; and which if otherways, 
. ̃ . ᷣ . . TR 


: 


I had however on this occaſi 


>< „%%% ᷑ M ˙Niür te dCnDdt 11 
jon, reaſons to imagine that they 
were uneaſy about ſome ſpeeches made by the land officers on board 
the tranſports, who talk d rather ridiculouſly on their behaviour at 
that time, and were willing if poſſible to ſhift the galling ſaddle 
from their own backs: for at this public table, another gentleman 
from the Naſſau, whom I ſhall not name, forgetting. I fancy that 

one who belong'd to that ſhip was there, talking pretty freely on the 
fame ſubject, endeavour'd to make the gentlemen preſent believe 
that they were not to have gone down, until the ſquadron were all 
in readineſs to go down together; and that the Fougueux (or in 
other words captain Knight) by her (or his) backwardneſs in the 
matter, was the occafion of the Naſſau's not going to the relief of 


the Prince Edward ſooner. Upon this occaſion, I could not help 


taking the gentleman..up *ﬀ——I beg d to inform him, and to in- 
form the gentlemen preſent, that the Fougueux's ſtation was on the 
left of the commodore, and of confequence the ſternmoſt ; and in 


23 
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*I am well appriz d there are ſea officers who, from their little knowledge of 
mankind, think it leſſens their dignity that any one but themſelves ſhould know 
things of this nature, and will immediately aſk, I bat the d- has the Parſon to di 
with fighting of ſhips I will for once py . theſe fi if. ſuch fools there be 


427 * 
that 


"Twas with an. officer of my own rank I encounter d. 


2 


#4 | 55 7 ER 3 
; a 3 : | 1 
* 5 


Ns T OF: AFRICA.A By 


| that,.caſe;. how, dhe Naſſab, u ho was üb, lead. the van} ther going 
down ot note guing don to the enemy, depended on the motions 
of the ſtetnmoſt, will forever temain a myſtery. I faid'it was a 


nuth igonteſtible, that captain Knight had bis anchor a-peek long 


before they, ot even before the commodore himſelf had his cable 
half in. And as it as the greateſt injuſtiog to injure un innocent 
Character, beg d the gentleman would find ſome other cauſe 
their on delay 8s. Lam ſorry, on captain Sayer's areount; it 
hould have happen Nd fo; but I am well affur'd nobody will blame 
him, It was well known in the ſquadron, from the hiſtory of a 
court. martial at Teneriff, that he had a very mutinous ſhip's crew: 
and every ſeaman is very fenſible, that ſuch x people 4071}, and "vill 
not do r purpoſe; in Ipite « of alt command; as Nb humour takes 
them. Now if "this ' was really the cauſe of any confuſion, or 
delay, why” might it not have been declat d, without giving blame 
where in - none was due. The cominodore himſelf, who | 


25 . * 1 that One may be us d, on another quarter, 
—to wit, the over-haſte of the Prince Edward, when ſhe ſaw that 
} e Naſſau was not ready to bear down with ber; and. wiſh'd: that 
e had laid bje a little 2 that purpoſe. But on this ſcore captain 
Forteſcue is ſaid very bravely, to bars, return d Mr. Keppel this an- 
fer. That if it was to du ag 22. would far. ratber bear all their 
combi J batteries, than give the: commodore's-. heat; an © opportwnity- of 
 aſheing why be drew;back g 5 the, enemy.—It. was. his orders to get on 
boe * and bear away immediately; be did ſo; and apprebended if be 
bad + 5 ae de he would have rd bis dury. to bis wes and 
Thus far haye 1 been oblige to ebe bad 3 an unjuſt | 
Pim in wo public placy, in which the honour. of ſeveral of 
my friends were concern d: and as from theſe ſamples there are 
grounds to fear reports of the ſame kind haye been handed about 
andere 1, think myſelf both in juſtice and duty bound, in a 
blic manner alſo, to ſay ſuch truths as are well known to all 4 
* and am ſo far call d upon to ſpeak thus glearly, be- 
_ cauſe 1 my return to Ragpad, it appen d exactly as I t 


e dhe kirſt ners I heard at a Ot. -houſe, Was this ſame | 
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thro the French, by theſe means. 
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dirty, mean tory (far, I am ſure, from the knowledge Gelen 
of captain Sayer) propagated amongſt the navy gentlemen at Portſ- 
mouth, the Naſſau having got to the port two or tliree days before 
us but of this enough I will here put an end to my adventure 
at Senegal. Our departure being ſettled for Tueſday ( morning,” by 


Was W N Hurry Ny back to the ſquadron. - 2B bas A 
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SY W 1% or ſultan wy de FT x 
French, — He contrives. the means of. therr V uh, he 

Cumming. brings an account thereof . 10 Britain. 0 the beba- 

vicur of major Maſon, in the. government 4 Sanaga;—— And. of 
the conſequences | there: 13 iT 3b 285 * 1011 Vils 37 711 St/ 


AVING carried "triatters thb far i ed to butſelves, I 
II will now turn ane to another point of view. —Mmüch has Been 
talk d of governor Maſon; much of” Mr. Cunning; "and without 
ſotme account of oup Gtvation*with! the neighbouring Powers, 42 
of the conduct of che late 3 . amongſt then, y — 

you may ſeem Wanting." . eech 
Voui muſt” know t Hine” pet the nottk de bf . Sabggat 
over a vaſt tract of ground, is the delärt of Sahra; n w ich to- 


_ wards the weſt, for almoſt an hundred leagues into the ny. 8 


thoſe arabs ſubject to Treſor Mughtard, king of Le eghlboli; and 2 

wards the eaſt, are ſettled the moors of Bracki —betwiet 8 
kingdoms the gum forreſt unluckily lying, it has become a bone of 
contention, which keeps them _ perpetually at variance. © Mught ard 
however, not contentedt with what he endeayours” to 15 By fair 
conqueſt; begins to tindermine the Brackna moor, b by Gutwitin 
alſo the Europeans, and which he firſt, ; hoped't to bare accompliſh 


4 N dt 


| The Engliſti having *eftabliſh'd' gh foe th gum trade at 
Portendique, a place of good anc rage on 25 4 11 coaſt, about 
forty leagues conch of the mouth o Gli in the latitude eighteen | 


degrees five minutes north, and a port *the Leghiboli moors 
bring their trade, Mughtard had it in Hi power on 1 hand to do 


18 
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great "ſervice or 'great diſſervice to the Englith, which the French 
could not help being ſenfible of. On the other, as thoſe moors are 
the only people who feed” and rear up cattle in great flocks, by giy- 
ing of denying them to tlie French garriſon, it was likewiſe evident 
they could alſo much effect the happineſs of thoſe in fort St. Louis ; 
but iti the mean time, keeping a fait outfide ſhew with the French 
ſubjects, he beg the governor on his Part would break with his 
4 the Brackna mobrs; and that he would in conſequence 
thereof deſttoy or evacuate” the” fort at Poydore, and in lieu of 
which to ſettle at Portendique; when he (Mughtard) on his part, 


would of courſe, to che Hut t of the Pena fell his” W to the 


French factoty only. © * 
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Had this been granted: the Brackna moors \ now 1 theis 
gum to a place called le Cq. near Poydore, having then no factory 
amongſt them to take it eff their hands, would be much diſcourag d 
in gathering ãt, and muſt either give it up or run the dangerous 


riſque of coming down the Sanaga, within reach of the enemy's fire 


for: many leagues; which, as it tf ö be folly to attempt, the Le- 
ghiboli moors would in the end become ſole maſters of the gum 
trade, and would fell it at very extravagant prices. And twas not 
only on this account, but: probably alſo. not chooſing to break with 
England for what would: be of ſo ſinall a conſequence to France, 


their gowernar could nat at that time» poſſibly think of honouring 


their requeſt; but Which. in the ſequel, became the cauſe of their 
being entirely routed out of Africa.. For the Treſor of Leghiboli, 
ſometime before this War, having broke with the French, laid the 
foundation of theit deſtruction, hy communicating their Weakneſs 
to Mt. Cumming at Portendique, and who, upon the late decla« 
ration af war, laid that important enterprize before the miniſtry's 
the ſultan, as ãt is ſaid having promis d the aſſiſtance of ſeuen hundred 
| men, togetlier with a; 8 wy his A if ſuch a Feen 
dae be found neceſſary. ian Flow 21 
..'Etic-Brith-colvilts were no-faoker hoiſiad bn fant ., Leni thin 
bl frank congratulatory meetings enſued, and in vvhich the Leghiboli: 
moors vet early: renew d their a demands tu demoliſh the 


fort at Pe aid give , Eg gm communication with their ene 
ich 


mies the Brackna moors, they expected of us, as the bufi- 


neſs, if not the . of one 1 to encourage another. However, 
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the gold country; as it is a market to diſpoſe, of our native manu- 
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as that fort commands a communication to fort St. Joſeph at Galam, 
three hundred leagues abave. St. Louis, and our chief factory near 
factures, for the toils of a very conſiderable and powerful nation; as: 
the retaining the fort, as well as that at Portendique in our poſſeſſion, 
will keep the price of gums at à moderate rate; and, as it is our 
buſineſs to be well with every nation, to offend, none, and to build 
more forts rather than to demoliſh thoſe we, have, governor Maſon 
very wiſely kept them off from that point, . promiſing that if they 
would make 1515 umpire betwixt the Brackna and Leghiboli 
moors, he would endeavour to gain each of them an honourable 


peace, and beſought them rather to live together like brethren. In 


thus waving them from the main point, be however managed it in 
ſo prudent and artful a manner, that the Sede Mughtard, uncle to 
the king and regent of Leghiboli, expreſs d at his departure great ſa- 
tisfaction with major Maſon's behaviour. But this is not all: I muſt 
tell you of another viſit. The cadge (or dauphin as they ſometimes 
ſtile him) of Brack, a very conſiderable prince, the ſon and heir to 
the great Brack, whoſe is all that tract of country from the mouth 
of the Senegal to Poydore, towards the ſouth came ſome time after 
the former viſit ; and, as ambaſſador from the king his father, pro- 
pos d ſome articles with regard to trade, and chiefly horned cattle. 
This prince alſo was ſo well :receiv'd, and diſmiſsd in ſuch good 
humour, that ſitting down on the Mooriſh ſide of the river, at a 
village oppoſite to fort St. Louis (ſee plate IX.), he with his re- 
tinue gave themſelves wholly to a roinantick jollity and mirth. . 
drinking, with many other toaſts, thoſe in particular of the king of 
England and the governor of Sanaga. In this frolic, the brandy the 
major had preſented them with, became too ſtrong for their heads, 
who not contented with quaffing their alliance, they muſt next ſhew 


their zeal by ſalutes; and as they ſeldom go from home without 


having their pieces loaded, many of them now forgetting to draw. - 
the bullets, moſt unthinkingly fired them into the garriſon, to the 
endangering of ſeveral of the ſoldiers lives. The governor being 
made acquainted there with, and moſt Jaſtly-alarm'd by a number of 
rude infidels, diſcharging loaded pieces into a fort, order d one of 
his cannon to be charg d with grape ſhot, and fir d amongſt them.— 
Upon which, one man being kill'd, a ſecond wounded, and . the 
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himſelf. narrowly: eſcaping a ball, which went thro'-the lower 
part of his garment, a ſecond conference enſued; in which all mat- 
ters being amicably concluded, both parties being ſenſible that nei- 
ther was to blame, the negroes once more took their leave with 
ſatisfaction: but when the account of this affair reach d the ears of 
his father the king, he expreſſed the greateſt concern for the ridi- 
culous and ſhameful behaviour of his people, and receiv'd his fon in 
a very abrupt and uncommon manner. It muſt, however, be con- 


feſt, in the midſt of all theſe fair appearances, whether from any 


real diſlike to the political delays of governor: Maſon, with reſpect to 
the petition concerning Foydore on the fide of the Treſor of Leghi- 
boli, or any ſecret grudge: lurking from this laſt miſtake, in the 
heart of the Brack; altho both promis'd to return the governor's ci- 
vilities and preſents, with cattle, proviſions, and other commodities 
much wanted on the iſland, they have not either of them had the 
honour or grace to make good one ſyllable of their words. 

From this ſource, together with ſome miſunderſtandings betwixt 
governor Maſon and Mr, Cumming in ſome points relating to trade, 
as well as ſome differences betwixt the major and captain Rook; 
the wellwiſhers of each party have repreſented things as their friend- 
| ſhips lead them, little to either of their ſatisfactions; and with re- 
gard to the pavarnor' s conduct on the iſland of ene not an to 
his honou. 

And while I now talk of theſe ige permit me to go a little 
further. I am but little known to the major, I had never before 
this time ſeen him, and hope, as I can have no attachment to ſay 
things contrary to truth on either fide, and -more- eſpecially as I am 
particularly acquainted with ſeveral of the friends and well-wiſhers 
of both ;—theſe things, I ſay, conſider d, my ſtating matters in a 
fair and "juſt light, and while I at the ſame time carry on my narra- 
tive with regard to the ſituation of the Britiſh on this coaſt, my en- 
deavours to relate exactly ſome paſſages relating to the governor's 
character, will not J hope be thought impertinent. For theſe mat- 
ters, altho as a private gentleman they may not concern me, yet as 
an hiſtorian every thing ſhould. 


It has been ſaid by the major's . that the princeſs Pinetica - 
(daughter to the late, and niece to thepreſe nt king of Brack,—a 
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lady who' has a ſort of palabe on this iſland, attended by many 
flaves, and in whoſe intereſt” all the inhabitants of the ifland 
profeſs themſelves) had been grofely abuſed, and without the leaſt 
provocation, by major Maſon, in the character of governor, there 
by alienating from our intereſt thoſe we ought to cheriſh——— The. 
truth is, this princeſs having a negroe ſlave extreamly handy about a 
kitchen, and who uſed to be an affiſtant to the Sieut Brue, the 
late French governor, in that capacity; was hired alſo by the maſor 
at the rate of nine livres per month. A conſiderable time afterwards 
(I think in the month of December 1758) the major taking notiee 
of the uſefulneſs of this fellow, ſpoke much in his praiſe; and un- 
thinkingly, in a common converſation; talk d of having the fellow 
more about him, without being particular enough in that point, 
which gave ſome talkative buſy fool an opportunity of being trouble 
For the princeſs, naturally high ſpirited; haughty, and 


meaning, and thereby imagining he meant to deprive her of the 
right of her ſlave, with an air of ſuperiority order'd her ſlave to 
her palace. The governor on his part, hearing of her behaviour in 
an aggravated manner likewiſe, was in his temper as haſty, and in 
his turn offended. He would immediately have diſcharged the 
negroe from his ſervice, but that he had before had no interview 
with the princeſs on his account, and the perſon from Wwhom he 
hired him, as agent to the lady, was not then on the iſland. He 

2 however, by chance drinking tea with majoi 
Maul's lady, when her behaviour claſhing with his paſſion, he for- 
got himſelf ſo far as to uſe her with more harſhneſs than ſhe ex- 


pected; more perhaps than a woman of her pride could bear with+ 


out: reine en 8 eee, ee e 
It is true this affair made a very ſenſible impreſſion on many of the 

negroe inhabitants, Who came in a body to condole with her on the 
occaſion: and altho the major, when he grew calmer, might be 
ſorry he had carried the matter ſo far; on account of her ſex more 
than her royalty; yet as ſhe had, in the character of M. St. Jean's 
wife, then governor of Goree, behav'd herſelf in à meſt indiſtreet 
manner all along, he thought himſelf warranted in What he did; 
and, to put it out of her power to be the occaſion of any AY 
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diſturbance, he order'd her forthwith to leave the iſland. But thro' 


the interceſſion of Mr. Charles, of whom before I made mention, 


the order was recall'd, and the princeſs brought to confeſs her fault 
and to beg his pardon. And here I muſt take notice, that in what- 
ever manner ill natur'd people may repreſent this incident, the prin- 
ceſs could in no ways have expected, but from her ſex only, to have 


been treated from the very beginning in the polite manner ſhe had 


been, the above private miſunderſtanding excepted. I have already taken 
notice, that ſhe was wife of M. St Jean, governor at Goree—At that 
very inſtant ſhe held a conſtant correſpondence with him; buoy'd 
up the ſpirit of her dependents, in hopes her huſband (or rather her 
gallant) would be able to defend the iſland againſt the Engliſh, and 
that in a ſhort time the French, with double force, would return to 
their poſſeſſions again—By which, even the negroes on the conti- 


nent were greatly deter'd from ſerving the governor and his people; 


and kept the markets ſo poorly, that, at the time of our being there, 
they themſelves, as well as the Engliſh, were brought to ſo low an 
ebb, that one of their ladies, as I mention'd when at Goree, had left 
the iſland for want of bread. ? . A 
Blut to this incident, trifling in its nature, I muſt add another more 
melancholy in its effects! On the twenty- fourth of July 1758, a 
freſh recruit of troops being ſent from England, coming over thoſe 
bars already deſcrib'd, one of the boats was caſt away; but, being 
on the ſouth channel, ſome of the ſoldiers getting to the ſhore, ſav'd 
both their arms and other accoutrements from the wreck, which 
they had ſome hopes of carrying with them to the iſland, when 
the approach of ſeveral negroes daunting their reſolution, they threw 
down their arms and took to their heels. An account of which be- 


ing brought to the governor, he ſent meſſengers to the adjacent 


towns, demanding nine ſtand of arms, the property of his maſter the 
king of Great Britain, which was left as on the preceeding day upon 
their beech, being thrown down by ignorant ſoldiers newly having 
eſcap'd a ſhipwreck, and frighten'd at the approach of a body of 
negroes, (of which they themſelves muſt be ſenſible) could not be 
held as a wreck, unleſs they encourag d putting men unjuſtly and 
without cauſe to the rout, that they might ſeize upon their effects, 
he beg'd: they would return m_ without giving him the a 
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of uſing military force. In the mean time the major, to ſecure the 
reſt of the troops in diſembarking from a like misfortune, order'd a 
party of fifty marines down the river, under the command of cap- 
tain Rook, with orders to encamp on the beech, having an armd 
ſloop riding at anchor on the right, and the wreck of another lying 
high on the ſhore on their left, which would ſerve them as redoubts, 
in caſe of need; but to be careful of uſing force, unleſs oblig'd to it. 
Theſe troops however landing in the evening, inſtead of encamp- 
ing prudently upon the ſea-ſhore, as directed, they continued their 
march towards a negroe town, at a conſiderable diſtance from the 
ſea, and there encamp'd : when the negroes being alarm'd at having 
a body of ſoldiers fo near, march'd againſt them in the night, and 
at eleven o'clock, while our men were aſleep, and their arms in the 
bell-tents, they ſtorm'd the camp and put ſeveral to the ſword. 
Recovering themſelves a little, they did what they could to ſell their 
lives at the deareſt rate; and making a great havock amongſt the 
enemy, with the loſs of lieutenant Wilkinſon and twenty private 
men, captain Rook and lieutenant Cooper brought the other thirty 
from the ſlaughter, and got them ſafely on board the boats: but 
Captain Rook, not contented with what he himſelf had ſuffer'd,. or 
with what he had done to the enemy, jump'd aſhore with his 
muſket and |fix'd: bayonet in his hand, when having kill'd three or 
four of their chiefs, exaſperated the negroes, and receiving ſeveral 
wounds himſelf, he was at laſt oblig'd to throw himſelf into the ſea; 
when the enemy purſuing him with hand-darts, ſpears, and aſſagays, 
faint with - fatigue and loſs. of blood, he was unable to ſupport him- 
ſelf longer, and, ſinking down in the water, was carried away with 
the ſtream; while at the ſame time lieutenant Cooper, ſtepping 
from the boat to the affiſtance of his captain, received a very dan- 
gerous wound in the thigh, with which he linger 'd for ſome months, 
and then expir di n 19) I att. 

To this rencounter, may the ill - deſigning impute great part of the 
ſhyneſs which at that time reigu d betwixt the negroe villages adja- 
cent, and our garriſon on Sanaga. I will grant it may. But J have 
the pleaſure of anſwering in my turn, that notwithſtanding thoſe 
unfortunate and unforeſeen miſunderſtandings, when the governor 
on that occaſion ſent to Bourba Jaloffe, king of Domell, _ proce 
13 8 15 & Þ! eclar'd 


declar'd with great grief he was entirely ignorant of thoſe misfor- 
tunes, and was with difficulty prevail'd upon to ſave the necks of ſome 


of his principal officers who began the ſtorm. I will declare far- 


ther, that, to my perſonal knowledge, the princeſs Pinetica, who of 
all others had the leaſt reaſon to love the major; yet, when talk- 
ing to her on this ſubje&, ſhe declar'd it gave her no fort of plea- 
ſare, that that gentleman had loſt his command :—and even with 
reſpect to the generality of the iſland, I was well aſſur'd it gave 


them no ſmall uneaſineſs when they were told that a new governor 
was appointed. I might here alſo mention, the ſatisfaction which 


the honourable Auguſtus Keppel receiv'd upon his enquiring into 
the major's conduct, and how ſoon he became ſenfible of the great 
uſe that gentleman had been of in this infant ſettlement. But to 
detain you as little as poſſible, permit me to ſum up this ſection of 
my epiſtle, by repeating a private ſpeech of a very honeſt man, in 
the major's favour.—I mean the preſent governor Worge ; in whoſe 


goodneſs I hope for forgiveneſs, in thus publiſhing what his modeſty 


might wiſh to be concealed. 


= 1 Have been told ſtrange ſtories (ſaid he) of major Maſon, and 
«© + have partly been forced to believe them; but I very early be- 
_ « gin to form ſome idea of the fatigue thro which he has ſtruggled, 
« and am not a little ſurpriz d to think he has been able to conduct 
ce himſelf to the ſatisfaction of almoſt any, or near ſo well as he 
cc has. It has been repreſented to me as a grievance that the major, 
c by giving too many preſents, has thereby render'd the - negroes 
te ſaucy, and hurted trade. As for my own part, inſtead of find- 
e ing fault with that, I ſhall endeavour to out-do him in his gene- 
c rofity. I have laid out a conſiderable ſum in ſuch trafficks as I 
e am told will ſuit the country; and, if it is in my power, they 


4 ſhall aſk nothing I ſhall not with an equal pleaſure give. Jam 


« ſent here to conſult what may be for the good of my country and 
_« of this garriſon, and ſhall not ſuffer myſelf to think of what 
&* may be to my own private gain, or the profits of individuals, while 
te any thing can be done for Britain. I will grant you, that ſuch 
« a behaviour may make the negroes ſaucy, and not a little affect 
< private trade; but all that, if we ſhall at the coneluſion of the 
<« war retain this conqueſt in our poſſeſſion, may be eaſily * 
ty ; «© q 
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ce while, on the contrary, ſhould this acquiſition! be reſtor'd to the 
« enemy, our generoſity will prove a thorn in the ſide of the French 
* merchants, not to be pluck'd out for an age.” f e JO 
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CHAP. XII. 1 odio hh 


A deſcription of the rivers Sanaga, Paleme, Golden River, and Ghia- 
non—Of the forts built upon them——Of the richneſs of the mines at 
Bambuck and Tombuto, &c.—Schemes laid down for the better cul- 
ti vating theſe acquifitions— Reaſons of importance why they mull not 
be return d to the enemy An enquiry into the nature of the conſe- 

quences betwixt a company and a free trade—With ſome propoſals 
in favour of the latter, | EE IT 35 


* Us far have I, either from my perſonal knowledge or from 
the beſt authorities, made you acquainted with our African 
conqueſts, and on what terms we are with the natives, c. I muſt 
not, however, leave the coaſt 'till I endeavour to give you ſome idea 
of the great value of this eaſy purchaſe, and of the great neceſſity 
there is of keeping it in our own poſſeſſion. . For which purpoſe it is 
proper I begin with a deſcription of the river itſelf. _ | 

I have already taken notice, that the Sanaga. runs parallel to the 
ſea-ſhore as far as fort St. Louis, being ſeparated from it by a ſtripe 
of ſand only; ſo looſe, that walking upon it is troubleſome ; and ſo 
low, that the ſurf of the ſea is conſtantly obſerv'd over it, while a 
ſtronger ſea-breeze than uſual makes an appearance as if the ocean 
would at once force itſelf: over the ſands, and lay the iſland under 
water. In this courſe, which is almoſt due north, it is navigable 
with ſmall veſſels as far as the iſland of Serimpala, which is about 
twenty-five leagues ; the neck of the peninſula, or rather the bottom 
of the narrow {lip of ſand, being not broader at this part than three 
or four miles, Here the river takes a ſudden turn on oh north, 
and in a courſe almoſt due eaſt, you are carried ſeveral hundred 
- leagues into the heart of the country. Upon the left, going up 
from Serimpala, or as others call it Serinpeta, is that deſert * 
EMS - | Bl | or 
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for its being the mart of the Koni gums ; and after a ſerpentine 
courſe of three hundred leagues, you arrive at fort St. Joſeph in 
Galam, which is on the right-hand or ſouth fide of the river 


4 7505 leagues below this fort, the Sanaga is joined by a 
river from the ſouth, called the Faleme; which, as it is of conſe- 


quence, I muſt not leave St. Joſeph without taking notice of it. — 
About twelve leagues from the mouth of this river, upon the left, 


that is to the eaſt, is the new gold mine of Naye ; a few miles above 


this the French have built a ſmall fort called St. Pierre, on the right 
fide of the river, a little below the fall of Kaynura : about twelve 
leagues above this fall are the mines of Tomana Niakanel, near to 
Dallemulet, on the left, and ſome miles from the-river fide; in the 
kingdom of Kontu ; and from thence about twenty-five leagues far- 
ther, in the kingdom of Kombre Gudu, as deſcribed by M. Com- 
pagnon, you are ſurrounded with mines on all hands. 


But I have not yet done with this river; I muſt beg leave to return 


aas far as fort St. Peter, where ag little below that, and on the eaſt fide 


of the river, it is joined by a fair ſiſter, called the Sanon Kolez, or 
Golden River ; which runs in a ſerpentine manner, taking its riſe 
from the mountains around the Golden Country of eee 
about forty leagues to the ſouth-eaſt of St. Pierre, O02, 3 


We ſhall now for a little return to Sanaga, which, about four 
| leagues above fort St. Joſeph, and on the ſame fide, is join'd by a 


river called Ghianon; on which, by a courſe S. E. & S. you are 


brought to its ſource, within a few leagues'of Tambaawra, and in 
the country of the Mandingos. - This great tract of land betwixt 
SGhianon Kolez on the weſt, the kingdom of Kombre Guda on Fa- 


leme Kolez on the caſt, bounded by the kingdom of Makanaa on 
the ſouth, and by the Wien on the north, is called the Gold 


SR: 


M. Cola who was Weis all this tract e times in 
the year 1716, and who was fo well acquainted with it as to have 
- compleated a map thereof, ſays that it produces gold in ſach abun- 


n that the negroes, who. have no notion af ſeeking: for the 2 
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yours of the Mandingo traders to diſcourage ſtrangers from attempt- 


.cipal ſhaft of a mine, nor have any rules to direct them to places 
which yield metals from thoſe which do not, are content to ſcrape 


the looſe ſuperficies of the earth, which they waſh in a bowl, and, 
by draining off the muddy water, preſerve the gold at the bottom; 


often ſo very pure, that, containing no mixture of any other metal, 


it is perfectly fit for uſe, without the trouble of either pounding or 


melting; and in this manner they find enough to furniſh them 
with all thoſe neceſſaries of life which they have at preſent any idea 


of. 8 „ : 
But to continue our navigation on the Sanaga: from fort St. Jo- 
ſeph, to the town of Kaygnu, on the ſouth ſide of the river, is about 


twenty leagues, —Here too is the firſt fall, call'd Felu.— About ten 
leagues farther is the ſecond rock, call'd the fall of Govina; the 


former of which falls from a heighth of thirty fathoms, the other 
conſiderably more. Farther than this ſecond fall, the French have 
made but few diſcoveries. The navigation is there much interrupted, 
and we have but poor accounts at what diſtance the Niger, from Govina, 
forms the two-rivers Gambra or Gambia and Sanaga. On this river 


however, which we ſhall now call the Niger, there is in the king- 
dom of Gago, and upon the right-hand, an inland town call'd by 


ſome Tombuktu, by others Tombuto : and ſo rich in mines of gold, 
that caravans from Egypt, Tunis, Oran, Fez, Morocco, and Hoden, 
are yearly employ'd in carrying of gold, in return for ſalt and ſome 
few other neceſſaries. We are alſo much in the dark with regard 


to the longitude of this city. The Mandingo merchants, who are 


the greateſt ' travellers in the lower parts of the river, call it ſixty 
days journey, or about four hundred and fifty leagues from the rocks 
of Felu to Tombuto; and thoſe merchants again who bring the gold 


and flaves from thence to the Gambra, and who in their way always 


touch at Kaygnu, call it a journey of thirty-two days only, which, 
at ten leagues a day, make but three hundred and twenty leagues to. 


 Kaygnu. 


The French company, ſenſible of the great value of being ac- 
quainted with the Tombutons, have done much to get a clear know- 
ledge of the navigation to this place, being averſe to undertake it by 
land; but the barbarity (as they give out) of the people, the endea- 
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ing what would hurt themſelves, and the want of proper light ſwim- 
ming veſſels to get over ſhoals and graſſy paſſages, have been inſur- 
mountable difficulties. It may, however, I am of opinion, be brought 
about; and my reaſons for ſo thinking are obvious. French writers, 
in the firſt place, ſeem all of them agreed to give the world great 
ideas of their riches, and of their important ſettlements; and at the 
ſame time give ſuch pompous accounts of their natural ſtrength, and 
of the vaſt diſcouragements they have labour d under to attain them, that 
enemies or ſtrangers would thereby be led to imagine it a work of 
too great labour, to force a ſhare of their trade: but when the latter | 
has been attempted, their natural ſtrength became trifling, and the | 1 
difficulties. vaniſhed; while it will be well for us, if we find they * 
have not alſo been Frenchmen, in their accounts of the former. | 
Farther ; the French adventurers often tell us, that in their endea- 
vours to get towards Tombuto, their negroe guides, after having 
carry'd them certain lengths, refuſe to go farther becauſe they then 
enter into an enemy's country; the conſequence of which is, the 
French themſelves, who although they have gone great lengths in 
ſome things by frequent efforts,. yet from their natural volatile and [ 
inconſtant diſpoſitions, they became at length tir'd of ſuch arduous. 
enterprizes, and fancying to themſelves. that their guides deſert them 
leſt they ſhould learn too much of their country, return with 
them, leſt they ſhould not be able to find their way back again 
while at the ſame time tis more probable theſe pilots, not having the 
ſame lucrative views to ſweeten their toil, are not to be led fo far 
from home, for the ſtarv'd preſents they uſually made them. Again, 
I think the knowledge of Tombuto may be attain'd, becauſe by all 
accounts the natives have never ſhewn any. ayerfion to Europeans. 
ſettling amongſt them, but rather have encouraged them; for that 
they were afraid of the French taking the trade from themſelves, lay 
greatly in their own fears they are not in the leaſt alarm d 
about it; and they very well know, that it is not in our power to 
take away their gold, without giving them an equivalent, Nor, if 
ce manag d, would they have any averſion to our ſettling. 
amongſt them in the city of Tombuto itſelf: they miuſt ſoon be 


E of what conſequence it muſt be, even to themſelves, to | 8 f 
nave thoſe European things they uſe at hand, and to have it in their 3 9 
power to call for them when they need, without being at r 
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trouble of carrying their merchandize for ſeveral hundred leagues to 
the ſettlements of the Engliſh, on the river Gambra or Gambia.. 
And this leads me to another reaſon, why ] think the knowledge of 
Tombuto to us would not be fo difficult to obtain, as to the French, 
We have all along been able to afford greater prices, and greater 
encouragements than the French; inſomuch that the traders from 
Tombuto, coming down yearly with ſlaves, &. are oblig'd to halt 
a night at Kaygnu, a large town on the river Sanaga, below the falls: 
of Felu, and within twenty-five leagues of fort St. Joſeph at Ga- 
lame; and yet from thence they ſtrike acroſs the country to the 
Engliſh factories on the Gambia, without ſo much as offering their 
effects to the French market.—So that altho' the French, in their 

endeavours to hurt our company in this trade, has met with many 
obſtructions, becauſe they were forc'd to take indirect methods, we 
have no ſuch difficulties ſeemingly to engage; the traders from. 
Tombuto are our friends, and we need no mandingo, nor diſtant” 
negroe guides, fince themſelves may be brought to protect us. 
Amongſt theſe arguments, this other may claim a place of no ſmall- 
force. The French have for many years, at a vaſt expence and in- 
duſtry, endeavoured to poliſh and civilize the natives ; they have- 
been wonderfully ſucceſsful ; and having at laſt almoſt conquer'd all 
the difficulties, a Britiſh colony who could begin reſolutely at firſt, 
without feeling the expence it might coſt them for a little, would 


have ere long their pleaſures in maturity. 


Having thus far ſhewn you the value of this country, and my 
reaſons why T think it is practicable to become better acquainted 
with it, than the French have as yet been; I will next, as far as 1 
have been able to comprehend the ſubject, point out to you what I. 
think would be the propereſt ſehemes of operation. e 
My fiſt deſign is upon Tombuto. To accompliſh which, I 
would apply to the king of Galame, his farims or chief men, and 
marabuts; and by the prevailing cuſtom of preſents, to ſuffer me to 
build a fort on the iſland of Kaygnu (near the falls of Felu), or on + 
the main land near to the town of that name.—After that the king 
of Kaſſon muſt be won by the ſame method, to befriend us 
in permitting a ſecond fort to be erected at or near the falls of Go- 
yina, from which I. would in like manner aſcend. to .ather 1 
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till my point were gain d, or that I found it impracticable to go 

farther, The only people that I would have any fears of obſtruction 
from, are the Mandingo merchants. For as an acquaintance with 
Tombuto might, and would naturally make the gold of Bambuck 
of leſs value, tis likely they might uſe their intereſt with the 
king of Galam, to hinder our proceeding farther upon the river than 
fort St. Joſeph at Dramanet 


are not to be won by giving preſents to one man, ſo much as by a 
fair and open converſation with ſome of their principal leaders. A 
meeting of this kind agreed upon, I would repreſent to them the 
little that is to be fear'd from our knowledge with Tombuto; that 
we cannot poſſibly buy more gold than that people will work; that 
quantity we would purchaſe whether we build forts or not, becauſe 
the inhabitants of Tombuto will conſtantly carry it to the ſettlements 
on the Gambia: ſo that it will be in reality an inriching of them, 
ſince drawing the merchandize to this river will of courſe hurt the 
trade on the ſouth.— Beſides that, the forts may be repreſented as a 
great benefit, a great eaſe, and faving to themſelves: ſince our de- 
ſigns would not be to take the trade from them, ſo much 

as to eaſe them of part of their fatigue, in bringing traffic 
from St. Louis by the convenience of water- carriage in our flat- 
bottom'd boats, which muſt be far ſuperior to their canoes or 
camels, and by which they may have a more conſtant ſupply, at 
an eaſier rate, in greater quantities, greater varieties, and brought 


within twenty or thirty leagues of their own country; In all 


which, conſidering the natural inactivity and lazineſs of the peo- 
ple; that they ſeldom work, and ſeldomer bring their gold to mar- 


ket but when drove to it; conſidering how little ſupports their dig- 


nity as well as neceſſity, and that we can eaſily, without any real 
detriment” to either, ſerve both; I think it unlikely, they would 
make any great endeavour againſt our building as many forts upon 
the rivers as we ſhould think proper. And in this my own opinion 
is, that the princes on whoſe grounds we might chooſe to ſettle, would 
rather give us their affiſtance than be any hinderance, from the ſelf- 


4th repreſentations of the Mandingos. 3 n 
It may be objected by ſome, that it is not probable the natives of 
ſo extenſive a country, and of kingdoms ſo independant; will fuffer * 
us to build forts and garriſons on their grounds, to the — 
| 0 | O 2 | | 


theſe people, therefore, muſt be 
gain d: they are an independant fort of nation, and on that account 
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of their private properties, as well as the leſſening of their princes 
authority. To which I will beg leave to aſk ; Would it be of any 
ſervice to us to abuſe the trading people of Norway, by turning 
them from our ports; while, for our advantage as well as their 
gain, their veſſels are loaded with ſuch merchandize as we are daily 
in want of? Much leſs were it to the advantage of the natives of 
Africa, to refuſe us paſſages to their cities, or even ſettlements a- 
mongſt them, tince, by uncertain viſits, they cannot be well :ſerv'd ; 
whereas by fix'd forts, and open warehouſes, they can have at 
3 all times thoſe conveniencies which Europe produces. For as to 
"= their fears of our encroaching on their authorities, tis all a farce 
4 Of what uſe, may I aſk, would the very ſtrongeſt fortification 
be, upon the river Sanaga ; of what uſe all the cannon of England, 
if the kings around us were to deny us proviſions ? Our forts are no 
more than places of rendezvous, and ſtrong warehouſes, to * 
. 7 our wealth againſt the lawleſs, a people from whom no nation is 
1 free, and our lives againſt the wild creatures of the woods; and we 
. | ſhall find ourſelves grievouſly diſappointed, if we preſume to 
give the natives any real abuſe webu we are ſurrounded with. 


1 cannon. 

= Another objection ſome people may have to ſchemes of this na- 
1 | ture, is from the great expence that muſt attend them, But this I 
3 fancy muſt have little weight with a trading people, who ſeldom 
j 2 expect a return of trade without laying out a ſum of money. The 


French have been greatly to blame in this point. Many ſchemes 

have been propos d by the, governors of forts and travellers im this 

country, to the French India company, for the better cultivation of 

trade; but from the difficulty and the drudgery of bringing in a 

5 people, many of whom had never ſeen a white perſon before the 

year 1744; and from the expence it coſt them before their returns 

could be made, their volatile and inconſtant diſpoſitions getting the 

better of their reſolution, they loſt heart, and at laſt been to manage 

J 4 matters in a parſimonious and confin'd manner. : 

n Every one in trade muſt be ſenſible how far a curious ene glaſs : 

| 1:48. Re at a. window, induces a paſſenger to ſtep into the -ſhop ; how. far 

varieties gain upon our fancy, to purchaſe what we often have little 

occaſion for; and how few things are bought by people in the 
Country during the e in e Of what _ take "the. 
f | 8 
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the winter, when the ſhops in town are open and at hand. To 
carry this obſervation to Africa; although, in my own private opi- 
nion, there may be an unfairneſs in endeavouring to debauch a hardy 
people with effeminacy, yet, as a member of a trading nation, I 
cannot help repreſenting that whereas the Mandingo traders never 
carry into their countries but one and the fame fort of commodities, 
the greater number of forts or ſettlements we have in the country, will 
introduce a new and greater variety of conveniencies: by ſometimes 
giving their princes and great men preſents of various ſorts of rai- 
ment, we ſhould introduce amongſt the whole an extravagance in 
this article, and ſo of others. Great quantities, and ſhewy choices 
of European fineries, be they ever ſo tawdry, would learn them 
gaiety; and to ſupport which, we would not force them upon any 
-vnlawful methods, fince digging and waſhing the oftner would do 
the buſineſs. Here my own views would reſt: I would not ſeek 
to be rich too ſoon, leſt I ſhould loſe all: I.would ſpare, if poſſible, . 
the lives of my countrymen, who muſt die under the fatigue of 
labour, in the inſufferable heats.of the gold countries ; and allow- 
ing a profit to the Mandingo traders, for their drudgeries -in the 
_ working and carriage, I-would lay myſelf out by all methods to cul- 
tivate a peaceable and generous character; to gain a good underſtand- 
ing with the negroes, their farims and princes ;' and if in all which 
it were poſſible to introduce a perſon ſkill'd in mines amongſt them, 
with a view only to inſtruct them in the art, I ſhould nat doubt 
of finding my account in the end. For ſhould: the Sanaga be 
found really impaſſable with boats to any diſtance above Govina, or 
ſhould the political views of neighbouring powers ſtop any farther 
acquaintance with the Tombutans than by our receiving their trade at 
Kaygnu, our labour would not be loſt. We ſhall have thereby 
made ourſelves: acquainted with the nations upon the Sanaga; and 
by our forts, become the more formidable, and ſecute on the gold 
country near Galame. „„ 928 5 4 1 
But there are people who can never be contented with part; they 
muſt have all or none, and would not chooſe to be near the mines, if 
they could not alſo work them. I believe that is alſo to be done. 
But we muſt, for that end, have a more formidable appearance 
ſtill; and that too, muſt be gain'd without creating ſuſpicion. For 


which purpoſe, my next ſcheme would be an amendment of "on : 
i . | | | ur 
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fieur Brue's, who, beſides forts on the ſhore, propoſed a float- 
ing factory, which could be tranſported upon the river at pleaſure. 
— together with this, to protect our people as a caſtle in the 
building of forts on the Sanaga, and afterwards to be uſed as a moveable 
factory, where the fix d ones may be diſtant, I would, upon the 
river Falame, above the falls at Kaynura, and near to the protection 
of the fort of St. Peter, build a flat floating veſſel], fitted to contain a 
director, with miners and ſoldiers to row upon occaſion, as well as 
to ſupport the company; which I would alſo have made arrow 
proof, and ſtrengthened, over and above the ſoldiers firelocks, with 
muſketoons, blunderbuſſes, and a couple of ſhort light braſs cannon 
or ſwivels. Frys i: 
li This veſſel I would at firſt uſe as a factory only, reſerving the 
* main purpoſe till opportunity ſhould ſerve; and for that end, 
1 f carrying her twenty leagues above Kaynura, I would there moor her, 
and open a market. My reaſon for this, is becauſe of a gold mine 
being there, according to the account of M. Compagnon, in the lands | 
of Tomana Niakanel, rich and pure in the metal, and not difficult to 
work ; which the negroes from ſome ſuperſtitious notions having left 
off working it, may be eaſily purchaſed. —At firſt, it were-prudent 
to overlook or make light of the mines at Tomana Niakanel, and the 
accidents which, by poiſon, from the ignorance of the workers, have 
. happened there, will be a good pretext for making light of it : 
beſides, as the mines at Naye, Dallemulet, Salabati, Segalla, Siſcella, 
and others, which are around us on that river, and within ten, fifteen, 
and twenty leagues, will be ſufficient for our trade at firſt. without the 
fatigue of working; and we muſt ſeem deſirous of a piece of ground 
for nothing ſo much as to build a factory on ſhore, to take from us 
the inconveniencies of a veſſel. If they are to be caught-in this trap, 
and ſell us the mines of Tomana Niakanel, or if they will even per- 
mit us to build a fort near thoſe mines, our toils will be amply, re- 
warded.—If they once are prevail'd upon to give us one ſettlement 
on the borders of their mines, we need not fear that they would 
deny us a ſecond. Now as the negroes find their gold by wathing 
the ſand along the rivers and in the vallies only, there is a-proba- 
| bility that there is no real ſhaft or vein of gold either at Nettiko, 
Tambaawra, or any other of the working places; and that the. duſt 
found by them in digging to the depth of eight, nine, or ten feet, 
5 N 
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is only what is waſh'd from the real ſhafts in the adjacent mountains, 
by the oo falls of rain they ſometimes have, and of which the 
natives have not the leaſt idea: ſo that being once ſettl'd in thoſe 
places, there is no probability of their refuſing us a ſettlement upon 


hs. 
— 


theſe hills, wherever we may find it will ſuit us beſt. | 


And now having ſettled ſo far upon the Falame, having by our 
good behaviour convinced the natives there is nothing to be fear'd 


from us, having made them a little more familiar with Europeans, 

and ſenſible of the value we may be amongſt them, having con- 
vinc'd them that we can furniſh them with finer aſſortments of traf- 
fick, and much cheaper than the French formerly did, and of which 
even the traders from Tombuto are already ſenfible, we may ventute 


a ſtep farther. 


render their gold of leſs value, and that by-a few viſits amongſt our 


traders on the Falame, they muſt be early ſenſible how much cheaper 
they may purchaſe goods from us, than from their own countrymen: 
the Mandingo's, it is more probable they would invite us amongſt 
them than be a hinderance. However, if this ſhould not prove 


the caſe, at a convenient time I would ſend to Bambuck an am- 


baſſador properly guarded, to beg permiſſion to come and pay my 
reſpects to their lords, and to offer them preſents. This done, in- 
ſtead of ſending up a ſingle adventurer, as the French did an inge- 
nious but ill rewarded Compagnon ; I would think it proper for us 
to ſend up a whole company, in a well guarded and fortified Cara- 
van, loaded with goods to ſell as well as preſents to their chiefs. 
After this ſort of vifit is twice or thrice repeated, the managing of 
matters then will lay much in the circumſtances of whether the na- 


tives ſhall ſeem moſt afraid of us or we of them: and from thence 


prudence muſt greatly direct whether to ſet down immediately and 


entrench ourſelves, to open our ſtores only, and endeavour to gain 
their TY 


My next ſcheme, would be a perſonal acquaintance 
with the mines of Bambuck and Tambaawra. To accompliſh which, 
during the time of our ſettling and getting acquainted upon the Fa- 
leme, as it is more than poſſible ſome of the Bambuktans may have 
made excurſions ſo far (twenty-five leagues), and probably ſome of 
their princes, we may introduce our deſires of paying a viſit to their 
abodes, which, conſidering we ſhall have got ſo near the gold mines 
of Kombre Gudu, will. pleaſe their vanity in not being neglected: 
beſides, their jealouſy that our improvements on the Falame may 
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their friendſhips at firſt rather 5 their gold; or whether there 
might not be a poſſibility of gaining over the lords of both places, 


to allow us to open one place of work amongſt them, with the view 
of learning them the art of mining, ſmelting, and refining. If they 


allow us one place, ſuch as we may chooſe, and on which they 


in all probability may ſet little ſtore, we: may need no more; for 
the conſequences will be daily increaſing amongſt the natives. | 
They muſt of courſe grow more polith'd, and of courſe need more 
traffick, and in greater varieties; learning at the ſame time conveni- 
encies they knew not of before, their ideas muſt expand, their wants 
muſt grow upon them; and which muſt ſtill the more increaſe, 
when they find that by copying the Engliſh (and they have ingenuity 
to do any thing) they can alſo find gold in greater quantities. This 
art would thus immediately ſpread over all the country ; each king 
or lord would endeavour to vie with his neighbour ; and that they 
might become the caſter and better inſtructed in the art, we would 
of courſe beccme careſs'd amongſt them. Gold mines would be 
open'd, and the veins themſelves wrought all over the country ; gold 
itſelf becoming more plentiful, would become more cheap: and the 
fieur Compagnon aſſur d the French company, that ten men in Bam- 
buck, from the nature of the earth and rocks, would do more than 
a hundred in the richeſt mines of Peru or Braſil. The ſoil here 


is a fat clay, and according to' M. Compagnon (who I think of 


all the French writers is moſt to be depended upon in the deſcrip- 
tions of this country) is mix d with earth of various colours, ſuch as 
white, blue, purple, green, yellow, &c. and every where ſpangl'd 
with gold. But beſides gold, there are here alſo filver, tin, lead, 
copper, and iron, ſo good and plentiful, that bar-iron does not paſs 
for money a great way above the deſert. Salt-petre may be allo ſent 
from this part of the world, at a little expence. Marble is likewiſe 


found throughout all Galam, with cryſtal and other colour'd tran- 


ſparent ſtones ; as alſo woods for dying, ſcenting, and inlaying. 

But the conqueſt of this country, is of ſtill a farther benefit to 
Britain. We have on the Gambra, endeavour'd ſeveral times to 
ruin the French trade on the Sanaga, by raiſing the price of flaves, 
&c, which, while it no doubt hurt them, did us no manner of real 
ſervice, The French again, to repay the compliment, began by 


ſtratagem; and of ſuch nature as would have prov'd, in all likeli- 
hood, 


gif 


$077 OF AFRICA 


portance upon the Sanaga; and by gaining thereby the; confidence 


of the neighbouring princes, and building forts above the falls. of : 
vina, but [eſpecially at Kaygnu, at which the merchants of Bam- 
barakana, as well as Tombuto, touch in their way to the Engliſh 


ſettlements on the Gambra, to cut the Engliſh entirely out of that 


| trade. Now as it is near two hundred leagues from: thence: (Kaygnu) 


ts our ſettlements on the ſouthern Branch, and two hundred more 


in returning, their expectations were not unreaſonable:; ſince thoſe 
merchants, naturally lazy, from the exceſſive heat of the climate, 
and having already travell'd--ſo. far, were not ſo greatly tied to the 


Engliſh, but would gladly: have parted with their merchandizes at 
a leſs price, to have been eaſed of ſuch a vaſt journey, as well as 
the riſque and expence; and M. Compagnon, beſides the ivory 
and gold, calculates no leſs than two thouſand of the beſt ſlaves 


(ſtrong, gentle, faithful, and tractable) come yearly from this 
trade. So that on theſe accounts, beſides that it is now in our 


power by degrees to reduce the prices of thoſe trafficks we heighten d 
in oppoſition to the French, it will prove a heavy article, if, in ac- 
commodating a peace, we: ſhould be An to Sins e our a 
ſitions upon the coaſt of Africa. 
Another ſcheme, for the benefit of ea. Sab | 1 maſt lire 
alſo adjoin, before I take my leave of the torrid zone. When trade 
into the hands of a company, it is always carried, on with ſpirit 
in the beginning; but when the firſt expence is clear d, they grow 


leſs ſanguine in their views, and content if they get an uniform re- 


turn, ſeldom carry improvements ſo: far as they might. The 


management of a company would never have peopled a tract 
of ground like America; and if ever trade is carried on as it ought 


on;this river, it will be when we become numerous. For which 


urpoſe, all: capital criminals. (murderers excepted) might by the 
king's clemency be ſent to work in the mines for: life; male convicts, 
inficad of America, might be ſent as ſervants to Africa; and by in- 


trodueing out religion with our language, and doing dy- -poſ- 
vr ys)" angular marriag! betyrixtiour fer wat and th e na- 
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3 ſtroke to the Britiſh company in Africa, if they 


2 wake polled of the Sanaga but a . longer. They have 
had i it in view for ſome time paſt, gradually to become af im- 
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tives, a few generations would ſpread dvagate rivers very populous 
ſettlements of European deſcendents. A free and open trade, for theſe 
reaſons, is to be preferred: but, altho' under thie trade improve. 
ments flouriſh in time, yet as it meets with vaſt oppoſitions and 
_ diſcouragements in its infancy, the government muſt lend a ſtrong 
hand in eſtabliſhing and encouraging it: and we will find” in the 
articles of building of forts and garriſoning them, a body of men no 
leſs than two thoufand will be neceſſary. | 
But the greateſt diſcouragement that a froe trade would meet 
with in the beginning, is the cred the difficulties, and great 
troubles there are in carrying the merchandizes over the bars in 
the river's mouth: and which is a thing can never be amended 
in itſelf, ſince while the river comes down from the deſert in a 


ſouth courſe, and keeping its current cloſe upon the main ſhore to- 


wards 'Cape Verde, 2 waſh of the ocean at the ſame time from 
the weft, at the river's mouth, is continually throwing up thoſe banks 
of ſand, as already deſcribd.—I therefore leave it to the conſidera- 
tion of thoſe more 1kill'd in theſe matters, whether or not that neck 
of land, towards the deſert, twenty-five leagues to the north of the 
Barbary point, or to the fouth of Portendic, and but of a breadth not 
more than three or four miles, may be cut a- croſs. It is low, ſandy, 
and light ſoil; digging but five feet, will bring the labourers'to the 
level of the ſea; and it would require no great breadth or depth-at 
firſt—for if the gut be ready for letting in the ſtream about the time 
of the freſſies coming down, the river then getting a vent in a 
ftreight courſe, will with the greateſt violence force itſelf a paſſage, 
as wide and as deep as may be neceſſary even for the navigating of - 
heavy veſſels. Should it however Want any amendment, either as to 
the depth or breadth, it can eaſily be done; our inſtruments uſed in 
clearing of rivers, may be here alſo uſed; the ſtrongth of its fiream 
then turn d directly weft, there will be no longer any fear of 
ſand- banks riſing with the waſh of the 6a, but be entirely carried 
off by the ſtreamm. The ifland of Serinpall, or Serimpala, may be 
ſufficient for a fott: it is not likely we would: be — ns it ; nor 
that Muchtar of Leghiboliayould-deny us the/liberty of cutting a ne 
mouth to the river, ſinoe it would greatly tend do his advantage. 
In all Which the only difficulty — ng to me, is whether or not 
= freſh-water ſtream could o wer the N12 8 as not to be 


. 
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 incommoded| with the want of freſh water: but this; with the poſ.. 
ſibility. of finding freth ſprings elſewbere; I muſt leave to future 
diſcoveries, and for this time bid farewel to Africk ſhore. 


+ 
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CHAP: XIV. 


O the return of the great ſhips to England. Te — of the. 


 Jquadron—And. particularly of the hardſhips the Fougueus encoun- 
ter d from the Latitudes of forty-three degrees thirteen minutes north, 


to ber arrival at Spithead. 


As the commodore purpoſed to make the beſt of his way to 

{ A England, he took with him the Fougueux, Naſſau, Dunkirk, 
and Prince Edward only, leaving the {nelicr veſſels to convoy the: 
empty tranſports at their leiſure, who had as on Tueſday the twenty- 
third finiſh'd their buſineſs at Senegal. On the twenty-third, then, 


we faild from Africa, and under ſuch a crowd of fail, that on the 


twenty-ſeventh we left the Prince Edward, not many leagues diſtant 
from Senegal; and purſuing our courſe with the greateſt expedition, 


although the weather was blowing inconſtant and ſqually, we ſtill 


| kept abroad the ſame fait night as well as day; and on the day fol- 
lowing. the Naſſau, a great way a-ſtern, was obſerv'd. to take in her 
main-top-gallant and main-top-fail, and haul'd' down all. her ſfay- 


fails between the maſts, having, as was moſt likely, ſprung, her main- 


top-maſt; and on the morning following, we found that ſhip had 
allo drop'd a-ſtern of us. On the eighth of F ebruary the winds 
ew ſtrong and ſqually, accompanied with rain and a north-weſt 


. 


running at the rate of ten knots, in a rough and ſwelling ſea, we 


thought it time to take in the firſt and ſecond top-ſaikreets, and to 
hand the mizen-top-ſail; at ſeven. o'clock, we got down our top- 


* 


gallant-yards ; at eight, the ſprit-ſail-top-ſail-yar&.; and at eleven, 
or about noon, we und it neceſſary for the ſafety of ſo old and ſo 
crazy a ſhip, as well as for the conſideration of five hundred fouls on 
Heard of. Nee with the apmoſk jou 


have 
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well; on the ninth, early in the morning, I think at three o'clock, 


ce: and as it would 
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have been the greateſt inſtance of madneſs to Have endeavoured to 
force an old complaining veſſel thro the fame ſeas with two new 
and ſtrong ſhips, we cloſe reef d and handed our top-ſails; in an 
hour afterwards, to caſe her as much as poſſible, we lower'd down the 
mizen- yard; in the afternoon, labouring prodigiouſſy in the ſea, we 
endeavoured to unbend the fore- top - ſail, but, in the execution, the 
winds ſplit it to pieces; and about ſix o'clock that evening, we loſt 
ſight of the Torbay and Dunkirk. Being thus left to ourſelves, in the 


vide ocean; without aſſiſtance if we ſhould have in our diſtreſs'd con- 


dition ſprung leaks or foundered we went on under an eaſy ſail, ſome- 
times putting abroad and ſometimes taking in ſail, as the ſeas, the 
weather, or conveniency would allow ; having then got into a con- 
ſiderable northern latitude (forty- three degrees thirteen minutes, and 
diſtant from Senegal upwards of one thouſand ſeven hundred miles). 
On ſunday the eleventh we were oblig'd to get down our fore-caſtle 
guns into the hold, if poſſible to eaſe her forward'; but to little pur- 
poſe: we then found the. ſhocks ſhe received in the harbour of 
Corke, did very much affect her. On the twelfth ſhe broke two 
iron ſtandards, ſupporting the beams in the orlop deck; on the next 


day a third: and withal labour'd and ſtrain'd fo prodigiouſly in a 


huge and confus'd ſea, with ſtrong terrifying winds and heavy rains, 
that there was not one dry part in the ſhip, below or aloft. Below 
water, the ſea ran thro” her ſides, in ſome places with the noiſe and 
force of a caſcade, inſomuch that our great pumps were con- 
tinually at work, to keep her above water: and as to ourſelves, ſo 
miſerable was our ſituations, from her leaky upper-works, that there 
was hardly an officer or failor on board, who for weeks together 
knew what it was to lay down for an hour in a dry bed or 


hammock ! On the fourteenth we deſcried a ſmall veſſel in the 


ſouth-weſt, to which we gave chace ; but carrying away all our 
ſteering fails, looſing one of them, and finding we did not come up 
with her without them, altho' we had reaſon to imagine her an 
enemy, yet being in no condition to keep out at ſea, we return'd to 
our proper courſe, and to a ſafer canvaſs : when happy had it been 
for us, we could have as eaſily return'd' to better quarters! Struggling 
thro' mountain ſeas, tempeſtuous thundering weather, heavy rains, 
a labouring ſhip, wet beds, and with fluxes amongſt our * 


* 


iſlands. | 
ſqually, with rain, in which we were oblig'd to cloſe reef our top- 
. fails, and get down top-gallant yards: on the morning following, the 
weather waxing ſtill more ſevere, we ſtruck our top-gallant maſts, 
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perceiv'd alter'd their courſe, and ſtood for us: hauling up our fails. 


to wait for them, they ſoon after hoifted Engliſh colours; but at the 


ſame time, putting abroad a ſignal, with which we were unacquaint- 


ed, they haul'd their wind and would come no nearer us: ſeeing 
"whiith; we gave them chace, and the rather, that it was not out of 


our way to port; but after a chace of two days and two nights, they 
at laſt under the cover of night got clear of us: and by which, we 


had the misfortune to break two of the fore-maſt chain-bolts for- > 


ward, to draw out ſeveral others, and to looſen the ſhips upper 


works ſo much abaft, that the carpenter, afraid ſhe would there have: 
parted aſunder, begg'd the captain to throw fome of his 870 o ver- 
| board to lighten her. 


The captain, however, unwilling to think of "BE an pee, 
until we were brought to the laſt effort, gave the guns a reprieve ; 


and the ſame day, being the twenty⸗ third, we fell in with another 


ſail, to which we gave chaſe, and had the pleaſure of meeting with 
a friend in the honourable. captain Barrington, of the Achilles, 
from whom we had once more the fatisfa&tion to hear of the proſ- 


perity of our affairs at home l. We had for the beſt part of that 


day moderate weather and fair, and were in hopes to carry it ſo into 
England, being then by accounts not many leagues from Scilly 
But alas! at ſeven that evening, the weather again grew 


and got once more under our fore and main-ſail. —But even then ſhe 


pitch d fo violently under water, and took in ſuch ſwelling ſeas, 


that we were oblig d to endeavour if poſſible to get the ſprit- ſail 


yard upon the forecaſtle; in effecting of which, one man was 
carried twice under water with the yard, and being once waſhd 


from thence, he clung to the ropes and fav'd himſelf, with two 


more in almoſt equal circumſtances, while a fourth on the lee _ 
"IEA of 
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daily increaſing, we weather d out another week: When on the 
twentieth we broke one of the ſtandards on the upper gun deck, loſt 
one of our hands over- board, and had alſo our larboard bumkin block 
and ſhrouds waſh'd away. On the ſame day, at noon, we deſeried 
two fails to windward, being then at 8. E. 5 S. who we ſoon after 


* 
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of dhe yard, was waſh'd: entirely from us; and ate ia Gt lin 
ſwim th 8 in the water, until the towering ſeas ſeparated him 


from our views, and might ſtruggle with death for a conſiderable 


time longer, yet was it not in our powers to yield him the leaſt 


aſſiſtance] At five in the evening we were oblig d, by an increaſing; 


- Norm, to lower down the fore- yard, and bring the ſhip too under 
the main: ſail and fore- ſtay- ſail, which at ſeven o'clock we ſplit, and 


in lieu of which, at nine, we hoiſted up the mizen, reef d and 
ballanc d; in which condition we drove, at the mercy of the winds 


and waves, until the twenty- fifth at noon, when we were enabled 


to ware ſhip and make a little ſail again: — and after plying for 
two days longer to wind ward, we at laſt in the latitude of forty- 
nine degrees forty-ſix minutes, got ſoundings in ſeventy-five fathoms 
water, on a fine white ſand. On the twenty-cighth the weather 
grew moderate and clear; the winds enabled us to lye up an 


E. S. E. courſe, with our fails full; and on Aſh-Wedneiday, the 


twenty-ninth of February, we made the Lizard. 
Soon after which, being carry'd into the dock at Portſmonth, after 


a very ſtrict enquiry, the ſhip was found ſo bruis'd with her miſ- 


fortunes at Corke, and ſo weaken'd with our diſtreſſes at ſea, that 
ſhe was render'd unfit any more for that ſervice ; unfit even to lay 


by the harbour as an old hulk or priſon-hip. And while the was 


raz d to the keel for the value of her old iron only, the workmen 
were even afraid to meddle with her, leaſt in many places ſhe would 
have fallen aſunder, altho ſhor'd up in the dock. Theſe are the 
— 8 _ friend: hay Ons now art turn d to rom ; 


I am, 
My dear Sir, 


Your's, &c. 
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